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But then grew Meaton dark, that *Ae no mdre 
Could the fair fonns of Good and Truth discern ; 

Bats tliey became, who Eagles were before. 
And this they got by their detire to Uarn, 

_ SIR J. DAVIS. 

," Tlie soul's dark cottage battered and decay'd 

Lets in new light tlu*ough chinks which time has made." 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



ITHE Author of this Confession is a man 
of a %'ery prominent character. Having at- 
tained considerable celebrity^ as well by his 
strange rise from one of the lowest stations in 
life, to the possession df probably the greatest 
book-store m the knowi^ world ; as by me ma- 
ny editions of his life, written principally to 
throw a general obloquy on Christianity, and 
to shew his particular av^aion from the MetJ>> 
odists. 

He followed the occupation of a shoemaker^ 
iKxording to his confession; and by hearing the 
Methodist preachers, was convinced of his sin- 
fulness, and made a good progress in experi- 
mental and practical piety* In consequence of 
his sobriety and dUigence, accompanied mtti 
die generous assistance of his Mediodist breth- 
ren, k appears he emerged from his debased 
jAtuation, and by a swift gradation, rose to op* 

\kllence« He now fell from his steadfastness in 
itfigion, and became, by degrees, an <^n deist 

I and a A^ehenient opposer of his former associ* 
^s and patrons* How he was again gracious- 
ly visited and reclaimed, these letters will shew; 
however, we cannot forbear remarking the pro- 
vidence that should make Mr. Wesley, when 
dead, the instrument of his re- conversion. K« 
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IV. 

has now resigned his business, and lives in ele- 
gant and useful retirement, enjoying once more 
the privileges of that church from which he fell, 
and has lately (in 1804) published the letters 
from which these are taken, desirous thereby 
to eiface the effects of his former erroneous pujb- 
lications./ It has, for the same purpose, been 
thought expedient to re-publish them here in 
the present form, altering nothing in what is 
retained, but omitting what was deemed not 
.closely connected with the subject, and chiefly 
his large quotations from the poets. The Lord 
himself give it his blessing, and to him be all 
the glory. 
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PREFACE. 



SEVERAL of my fnends have thought that, 
If the fdlowing letters were made public, they 
might prove useful as a warning to others not 
to fedl into those errors whidi liad nearly prov^ 
ed fa^al to me ; and also, as an alarm to some 
of those who are already fallen into that dread- 
ful state of infidelity; from whidi, by the great 
mercy of God, I am happily escaped* 

They were also of opinion, that as I had pub- 
Gdy ridiculed a very large and respect^e body 
of Christians, and thus, in &ct, made a thrust 
at the very vitals of Chrisdanity itself, by 
this means giving occasion to speculative inii* 
ilels and practical unbelievers to triumph a&d 
blai^)heme; that, therefore, my recantsaion 
ought to be made as public as possible, and that 
by so doing I should give great pleasure to 
many real Christians, who, with the angels in 
heaveO) will rejoice over a repenting sinner. 

To the preceding reasons, the. Author is 
obliged to add, that without publishing sotne 
thing of the kind, he thinks he should not have 

Erfonned his duty to God or man , nor have 
d any just ground to expect pardon from 
either— such is his sense and abhorrence of the 
P^nicioutt and infidel tendeocy of thosQ party 
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of his memoirs, in which, through the side of 
Methodism, he attacks the whole of evangeli- 
cal piety. 

In order that my readers might be aUe to 
Sorm clear ideas of the state of my mind thro^ 
the whole progress of my present happy change, 
I thought it bcist to insert two letters which I 
wrote while I was an infidel ; and others writ- 
ten during my gradual discovery of the truths 
which are revealed in the scriptures. And I 
request my readers to take notice, that the first 
22 letters were all written before I was convin- 
ced of the truth of those doctrines which are 
taught by the Methodists, and also by our Re- 
formers, as appears by the Liturgy, Articles, 
and Homilies of the Church of England* 

I have called my old acquaintances by ficti- 
tious names, because I would not publicly ex- 
pose either those that are dead, or sueh as are 
still living; and I presume no one has any rea- 
son to complain ; for should any of them be 
known ^by my sketches, it can only be by such 
as were acquainted with the originals. 

laoneoriwo instances I have, for partic- 
ular reasons, made use of a fictitious vehicle to 
introduce real facts, reasonings, reflections, &c. 

It may be necessary to inform my readers^ 
that I am not (as some suppose Vanm become 



a partner in the bookselling trade* It is now 
five years since I made over the whole of that 
business to Messrs. George Lackington, Allen/ 
and Co. smce which time I have had no share 
or interest in it ; and I am very sorry that they 
fa^ summer published a new edition of the 
Memoirs of my Life ; but I beUeye^ they had 
no intention to disoblige the Methodists, but 
merely published it as a matter of course^ to 
promote dieir trade* And although I at that 
time was not pleased with its being re-publish- 
ed, yet I did not see the evil tendency which 
that work certainly has, in so strong a light as I 
have since* 

lam, Readers,. 

Your very sincere well-wisher, 

J* LAcktNGTON. 

AhestoTij Dec. iothi 1803. 
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CO^^FESSIONS 

OF 

j/lackington- 

!. : 'letter I. 



I ' } , ■ ■ ' ** Trcmbliiig 1 retreat : 
My prostrate s'cful Agaiii adores Uer Qpd.' 



SIR, ■ 

IN my Memoirs 1 toldfott that I married 
'Miis Dorcas Turton. Thi& girl had for some 
years divided her spare hours between devotion 
and novel readiag; on Stindelys she Would attend 
the sermons of two or three of those who are call- 
ed Calvinist-Methodist preachers, the intervals 
were- often filled up by reading of novels: and 
after her return from the Tabernacle in the ev«li- 
ing the novel was resumed^ xai perhaps not quit- 
ted until she had seen the hero and heroine hap- 
pily tnarried, which often kept lier otit of bed un« 
til morning. On other evenings also she would 
often^ bear a sermon at tlie Tabernacle) and de- 
vote the remainder of the night ' to reading 
« Tal^s of Lov^ arid Maids for^ken.** b 
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I had no sooner married this young woman thui 
Mr^ Wesley's people began to prophesy that I 
should soon lose aU my reUgion, I'his prophecy, 
I must confess, was too soon fulfilled. And al« 
though she was not the sole cause of it, yet as I 
often was prevailed upon to hear h^r read ihoM 
gay, frothy narratives, I, by degrees, began to 
lose my relish for mdre impottant subjects r and 
it was not long befere'noyels) romances, and po» 
ets occupied a con^erable paK of our time, so 
that I even neglected mj ahop; for being so 
much delighted with those fiJry regions, I could 
scarce bear the idea of business : I also sometimes 
neglected the preaching at the Foundery, at ether 
times hurrie^ home, impatieht untit I had again 
got into the realms of fiction. Some months pa$« 
sed away in this manner. At last I was roused 
from those dreams, and again I paid attention to 
my trade. 

I vjbservedin my Metnc^s, that Mr.Uenlsvisit- 
^ me during my long illness. When I was again 
constantly to be fawd in my shop, h6 often 
called^ and having little to do, aiid being fond of 
4i9putetion, he wovJdaeat himself on the coun^ 
ter, and, as occasion offered, attbckme, or any 
of my custotners, on ou? religious opinions. He 
was acquainted with the various controversies^ 
which have Prided the christian world , and ap« 
peared to take delight in pulling systems to pie* 
ces, withovit establishing any thing. He owned 
that he wi« greatly attached to alcbymical and 
mystical authors ; but he would confess that, al- 
though he believed some of their writings were 
dicti^>ed by the Spirit of God, yet that be did not 
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pi*et«zid to understand them. He attowed that the 
authors of the Old and New Testamei^Sv some- 
times wrote as the spirit dictated, but contetided 
that they had written many diings, without any 
sudh asastance ; that, like other |»ous authors^ 
they at times only wrote their own opinions ; so 
that Mr* Denis only believed so much of the Bi- 
l^e as he approved of. The diidnity of Ciirist) the 
doctrine of the atonement, 8cc. he did net believe. 
From Jane Leed, Madam Boungnon, Madam 
Guion, he had filled his head with aasodoHngand 
concentering with the divinity ^ iMch Vfa9 the way t% 
be all light, all eye, cUl afiirit, all joy, all rest, all 
gladness, all love; fiure lorve, rest in gidetness, db" 
ssrbed in silent i$piritual>k/ea«2tre, and inexfiressible 
sweetness, lsfc» Mr. D, did not attend any place 
of worship, except the Horse and Groom public 
house near Moorfields could be called such. In 
Moorfields be sometimes would hear part of a 
sermon or two, and for an hour or two after the 
orations were ended, he was to be seen disputing 
among the mechanics, who very often came there 
for that purpose. In the afternoon on Sunday, he 
would go to the above public-house, where a room 
full of persons of this description usually met, and 
ene or other of them would first read a chapter in 
the Bible, and afterwards animadvert on what he 
had read, and as m^ny as were disposed to it» add- 
ed their curious remarks. To this odd groupe of 
expositors, I was once introduced, but I did not 
repeat my visit. 

From the disputes in my shop, example, &c. I 
soon came to think that the Sabbath-day was no 
more sacred than any other day j^^soUiat instead 
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of jE^tten^ng ^t plaices of worsbij^ I optmeUinep 
read thp whole of t,he day ; at other times I walk- 
ed in the fields with Mr. D. his son, and other 
disputants, -inhere we debated various subjects. 
I believe when any one willingly ne^iects public 
worship, he will not long be attentive to private 
devotion ; it was at least the case with me. I also 
soon beg^n to entertain doubts concerning the 
doctrines of the Trinity, Atonement, &c. Xjid in 
proportion as I relaxed in Christie dudes, I grenr 
more fond of such disputes as had a tendency to 
make niy mind easy on that score. 

About this time Mr. R. T — nl— y advised me 
to re^d the memoirs of John Buncle, which I 
soon procured and read through. This pernicious 
work, (for such I now think it to be) at pnce, not 
only eradicated the remains of Methodism, but 
also nearly the whole of Christianity* 

Faults in the life, breed errors in the brain. 
And these, reciprocal!)*, those aga^n ; 
The mind and conduct, mutually imprint. 
And stunp their, image on each other's mint. 

COWPER. 

After the heterogeneous example of John Bun- 
cle, I indulged myself in the practipe of many 
things which were inconsistent with the character 
of a Christian, iind yet, like him, I was. not wil- 
ling to suppose those practices were at variance 
with the most exalted notions of rational Christi- 
anity. 

Having, like John Buncle, given up the doc- 
trines of the Trinity, Original Sin, Atonement 
made by Christ, the Obligation of the, Sabjbath, Sec. 
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«Dd having become negligent of Christiaii duties, 
and a little relaxed in morals, it was not liket^ 
that I should stop here. ^ 

I think it was in this year ( 1 776) that I became 
acquainted with one whom I shall call Jack Jolly, 
and some of his acquaintance, all downright infi- 
dels ; but otherwise shrewd, sensible men. (>f 
these I leamed the names of 5uch others as had 
"wrote on the side of infidelity ; and silso the titles 
of their pernicious productions. 

I thtnk it was the witty sarcasmji and vile mis- 
iftpresentauons ofVoltairctliat first made me en-, 
tirely give up ixiy Bible, from which I had in past 
years derived so much real comfort in the nttost 
distressing circumstances of great poverty, and 
very great affiction. That precious book enabled 
me to breakfast, dine and -sup on water gruel only,' 
not barely with a contented mind, but also with a 
cheerful countenance and a jnerry heart. It was 
the Bible which supported me under the several 
years affliction of a beloved wife, in which I truly 
suflFered with her ; it was that book which enabled 
her, although young, to die with joy, and in full 
and certain hope of a glorious resurrection. 
When this charming young woman died, I also 
"♦as given over, my soul was, as it were, hover- 
ing on my lips, just ready to depart. In this aw- 
ftil crisis, my amiable wife pjone 1 All around me 
expecting the moment when time to me should 
\)e no longer ! 

In this awful situation I remained a long time, 
ho^ ion^ I know not, pprhaps a week or weeks ; 
yet even in this state, although more, dead than 
alive, did the divine prpmises contained in the sa^ 
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ts^ p^s snppon and comfort roef 90 that afi 
thhet Ik was filled with inexpressible pleasui«> 
^n th«se moments I could believe that I was 

** A giorioua partner with the Deity, 
** In that liigh attribute. Eternal Life— 
♦* I ^2M, and as I ^az'd, my mounting sQiif 
' •* Caught ftpc, Eternity, at thee j 
« And dropped the world." 

Say, ye infidels I in your though tfal mom en t%^ 
why WK)uld you deprive your pocw fellow-morttls 
of ibat which alon^ can support them amidst the 
compUcated miseries to which we are exposed ? 

N(^withstanding I had^ as I have observed be- 
fiire, been some time relaxing in religious princi^ 
pies, and duties, yet no tongue or pea can describe 
what I felt at times^ on relinquishing the volumor 
which contained the words of eternal life ; but k 
was wrenched froin me. For I was so destitute 
of knowledge and abilities, as not to be able to an-*^ 
swer the witty and artful objections of that arciv 
kvfidel Voltaire, and others whose works soon af- 
ter I read. I must confess that 1 felt it very hard; 
to part from this old constant companion of mine ;. 
tmd should have been glad to have retained its- 
divine consolations, without being bound to obey 
all its precepts^ But as that could not be, after 
many struggles, I took my leave of tliat inesti* 
nai^ie lrea»ure of wisdom and ki^owledge. 
I am, 

Dear IrieRd, 

YouT^ 
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LETTER If. 

-Proud rationsda. 



(Tliat deep- in speculation's wandering matt^ 
Bemuse theoiseives with en*or,an^l confound 
The laws of men, of nature, and of heav'n,) 
Presumptuous in their wisdo m 

Mr. i>odd^* Thoitghu m Prison , • 

AEAlt TRIRKD, 

HAVING quiltt done wkh tlie word oif 
God, I soon entirely neglected the public wor- 
«faip of Gbd. Before thby I went attimes^toolie 
^rotber of MfV Wesley's efaapels, or to tome 
farislijchurdi. But now I ifi% taught to belien^e, 
that asthe wihc^e^rorld was God^i Temple, IcbuM 
pay my ^etottons to him at apy time and inany 
place; the coY^seqnenoe f&a nuiy easily imagine*; 
the divine Being %?s^s soon toomoeh om of my 
^ogfats4 the Sabbath -ddf ^as spent in residing 
pernicious beoksi or ib wrifin^ ttiy <^atalogueSi kt»- 
ranging my books, casting up my profits, visiting^ 
^. And it \ras not long before I could make a 
hand at: cards on^hat day* 

As soon as I^ bad gone through Vbltaire^ 
pieces, I procured «di^r works of the same ten- 
dency, and in re&dhigthdm I employed mbst of 
my spai?e hours for sfeveralyears. Aiicl sllthough 
Idi4 not devote so much time to them after thiS| 
but read also history, voyages^ travels, ^oeti^y, 
«o^els;,'£cc^ yot^I ofteiihttdtecdui^ to th^itti -and 
tODtt eiwry opportunity ofpurthaslftg new publi- 
cations which ha(} the saiAe peri*iciou8'tondcixcy ; 
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and also every old one that 1 was not before pos- 
sessed of; so that at last I had got nearly the 
whole of this species of writing which had been 
published in the English language. I not only- 
procured them, but read them? and some of them 
several times over, with a pencil in my hand to 
put marks to the most particular passages. 

I also procured a Bible interleaved with blank 
paper, and ti^nscvibed many of the remarks and 
objections of infidel writers to various texts i and 
opposite to some texts I even wrote my ovm ob- 
jections. Having had . such a long acquaintance 
wwith the authors in fiaivour offreethinking, I am 
able to remark that Thomas Paine, ahd other ma- 
dem infidels, instead of consulting ihe Bible, have 
xoi^ied the objections ta it, from those authors 
that preceded them, which' objections have been 
ably answered, over and oiver again, by nnen of 
deep learning andgwat ability ; those answers i, 
like other freethlnkeirs, neglected to read, until a 
few years since. Now X . have read thehi, I zm ' 
ashamed pf having been so easily dupedand cheat- , 
cdoutofmy Ghrist^niiy. . ' ■ 

I will tipw ,rel«te the progress oi^one of my ac- 
quaintance fronx serious godliness to infidelity^ I 
will call him Dick Thrifty j jand I assure you, it is 
nearly the case with many in. the infidel corps. I 
.must first inform you, that moet of the freethfaik- 
,^rs that I have known in the lower and middle 
rjinjks of society V were once, influenced by religion, 
,^t least in; appearance^ • 

. J)i|:;l^;Thri&y wasnfcai'tbirly years since, like 
yourold fjiiend, a truly, piou^ man } at lenst, I am 
fully persuaded he wasp^pfccftJy sincere in his to- 
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tigioos profession 9^6 beifij^ df an d^€^, licytiest^ 
liearted dispoiitionj inc^jiaBle of pfactisftig any 
deceit. About the year^ 1774 and 1775, he read 
a good deal of polemical divinity, and by this 
nutans lost ^h^t siinpHeiiy^ «tid gentleness :j6fdis- 
ppsi4oP SQ es&eiiti9iLto the Qhrlstian.ciharac^Br. 
He t|ifen gp^ f^cmieiinted vhhfsoiheii who having 
gl vein MP one p0int of Chxist^ doctrine iif ter .aiK 
f>tj^ry)iad);i^ tl)eenc|) becoBAe downri^tinfidels. 
Tbe$^ acquaintance^ Advised him tQite£bd the wotiks 
0f Ghijbb) TyndaJ, >Iorg^n, €ollix»^ Shaftesburjiti 
VoHftii^, Bc^fkgbroke^ Hutnc,.&c. Befcw Dick 
J^ad. T€^d ^ quarter part of those books,, he, Hkc 
1»e afid^hecsi* quitted his rellgoous. contiexiond. 
For a short time Dick boasted of bein^ ai rational 
Ctir^s^t), and talked niuch of Chuli^asi beiiig a 
very sens^le, cl^a^ widtor. After Dick bad x^ead 
Tyndal, Collins,. Moi-gan,; and. Shaftesbury^ he 
was then a Christian deist. Before Dick had ^bne 
through^ VoHaire's deistical pieces, he gaVe up 
Christ entirely, and was a philosophical deist; and 
pitied the poor ignorant Christians for suffering 
themselves to be kept in the dark. But Dick had 
not quite finished Bolingbrokc*s pliilosophical 
we¥k»bcfore he was, from a cUgnified philosopheri 
sunk down to a reasoning brute. He had lost his 
immortal, immaterial part in the labyrinths of 
metaphysicks.' Voltairef*s Ignorant Philosopher 
made Dick a Sceptic ; Helve tins and Hume gave 
the finishing stroke to the picture ; poor Dick 
was then an atheist! 
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jftro* ni^ij^'s blickgflQpmi *nd with UDcertfdn ^pj, > 
Stvunbled lh)m rock lo rock-—— • . ■' ^. 

/ .AkhotaghiiDlck didMiot long remain a dcj^v^- 
nght atlieitt, yet h^ loitg continued in a itkiie * bf 
^distracting doubt -aiid uncertainly ; at one lime' k 
deistyithendoubtit^of everything, even of' his 
o%vn eidstipnce. Now, there muBt be two i&tfertial 
siibstances^ matter and spirit, and theni there can 
.be i&utJbne, which Jiuust be matter. Sometimes 
!he is quite^hre that there is one &ielf^xk(ent be- 
ing, and. that he has an imtpaterial ^o^l to acfore 
him; then again he is perplexed and 'distracted 
Hfithrdoubts. . o : ;- 

Whfenevdi* I read the following tines, they' af- 
fect kud much^ being /applicable to myself, atid 
niaQy .others, as vreW as:to Dick.^ ^ 

Poor wretch ! he read, and read, nnd read^ 

'Ttill his brain turned— ^^ — - 

'He had unlawful thoughts of mahy things ; 

H-e never lov*d to pray • ' 

Wkh holy men, nor in a hcdy plaiee*— 

■ I ■ It IS a perilous tale ! - ' * . 

. ' WOBl>$Wi0»T*i ' 

I am, , . 
'\ ' .pew friend, Youi'sVr - - 
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LETTER III. 



! But' when noffemale artshiis mind could move, 
JSbe tum'd to ftirio^is ^te ^er impious lave. 

dryden's Virgil. 

-HalloVd IS the nuptial bed. 



Of de^pet sanctity than oaths, and guarded 

By justice. potter's aeschyles. 

BEAR FRIEND, < 

' HAVING informed you in the last of the 
extraordinary revolution that took place ift Dick's 
sentiments, you will n<H be much surprised when 
I hrform you that a great alteration allso took place 
in his life anKi conduct. 

I knew Dick before he made any profeSdon of 
religion, and thodght him an honest well-meaning 
many'a^cetious, sprightly companion ; his tem- 
per tolerably good Upon 'tke whole ; if affrontedy 
passionate, but easily pacified^ being incapable of 
bearing any malice to any one. He was grateful 
for any favours or kindness towirds« him ; open 
and unsuspecting, and friendly. I believe I may 
add that he was capable of the highest degi^e of 
friendship. His sociable turn of mind at tilti^s 
drew him into convivial parties. . *• • 

Before he turned Methodist and married, he 
was addicted to the pleasui*es^ of lawless love ; but 
he treated the sex in the kindest manner. After ho 
turned Metliodist he iiired a^trict rel^gioUB Jifc, 
aaidiraa, I think, as I |»cfdre olwieryed, petfeailF 
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MRccre in vrliat he professed. I now can rccolicct 
that he had some enthusiasm, and a spice of fanar 
pcism. Such as were acquainted with him thought 
.that he generally lived k contented and happy life. 
He bore some misfortunes which befel him with 
fortitucle.. In short th^re was gif^t reason to bcf- 
lieve that religion hsidiaade a^ rai^es^ ch^g^ in 
his heart and life. 

Reading much religious controversy,^ aod dis- 
puting about doctt-ineB, hi? hurted manjf. - 

They dispute so much andlong'tiboutit. 

That even themselves begin to donbtt it. ■ 

, Wbon Pkik's T«in<i.WJm puiiled ht was not .s& 
9trict> T^€^ 9ft tHiiversjiHyf *tteiitilve to pceserveijhe 
diristian tem^i^p and manners aslie hod bcsen^ -si 
that when he ventured ow Ac wriltings ^ frieet 
tbiftKcr^, hjQ was the mcrr^ easily seduced, iiroitilhe 
trijt^ and simplicity of the gc«l>€il. F6r aonie tiimc 
after Dick bad become>in his owa conceit, ^ phb 
l<»5opher ; he talkjsd jofctbfe eternal rule of right, j, 
the fttriess of things, of tovii^; virtue roereJy ftu* 
Its own sake, and a great. tktal tathe same pudrpoae. 
Indeed at tiijaea toe woirid insinuate, thatthcr^ihrisi. 
t»an Iisidnot so much reason to dread the commis^ 
sipnofsinasa IVce-tbinkerhad ; that infidels €jf 
all men ought toibe cap eful how they lived, as they 
did not believe that there ^Y&a any intercessor few 
transgressors ; but it was remarked thathegiiew 
mtx:ci rekxed in; some mox^al dlities. Iti& trme 
Ihat tb/aU s^earaneei her i^mained an hobest 
giQQiei!(MiS: tradesman^ and "wai charitable to real 
(^ject^of 4tetfQ9t'; bufciienrdidd »im^tiihw spbad 

'" " • ' " ' Digitized by Google 



Use xnajor- part of the night with free-tbintin^ 
companions at a tavern. TWo or three years a^ 
ter he commenced moral philosopiier, lie was not 
able to resist the charms of his servant niaid, al- 
though he was possessed of an amiable wife, witK 
ifhom, to all appearance, he lived very happy, and 
"vvho both loved and esteemed her husband. 

" Liist, though to a radiant angel link'd> . 

Will satiate itself in a celestial be(J, 

And prey on g-arbag-e." ^ 

" But virtue never will be moved, 

"Though lewdness court it in the shape of heaven.'?.^ 

In novels we often read of men's planning deep- 
ly^ and taking incredible pains in order to seduce 
wives : in real life even the most profligate part of 
our sex do not commonly attack a fort that appears 
to be impregnable, nor are they fond of going on 
a forlorn hope. Those married women who at all 
times behave themselves as the delicacy of the 
female cliaracter requires, have seldomcomplaints 
of this nature to make: Caesar would not have his 
wife suspected ; no doubt but he had the same 
ideas just hinted at. The late pious Bishop Wii^ 
son says, in his 55th sertnon : " Let but wprtien so 
behave themselves, as- thkt the men may think 
them chaste ; and they may be confideflt, nobody 
will attempt them but in an honest way** He; adds, 
" But this is the real occasion' of so many miscar- 
riages : — people discover, cither by their very- 
vain dress, or looks, or woi'ds, or behaviour, 
ihey' discover that they do not fear God^ ^hat they 
only 'tvanS to be tempi ed; and this encourages 



n 

thoae thet are m ijiaygh^. as thems^ivea to temp*u 
^nd to gain their "wicked ends of tb^ixi*" 

Although Dick was not qvitc so abandoned by 
honour and conscience as to be capable of violat- 
ing the tips of friendship i yet I have reason to be- 
Ueve that some of his infidel companions would 
not have scrupled? forja moment's gratification, to 
liave sacrificed the peace and happiness of thteir' 
dearest friends. 

I have' been more particular in describing my 
fiiend Dick's infidelity and vicev as in so doing I^ 
have» in some particulars, described my own case^ 
and that of others. 

1 ftm» deaif friend, 



; , . LETTEHIV. . 

Its^'T^'d as though his .conscience would p^mut' 
A'momentajT pause, fdf one short gle9Jai 
• Ofhopeto v?sithisbenig;ht6dsTiUl. 

ITJUNK yoa w^UUe glad to iJeitnse the fol- 
lowing Iqtters,. as they will help to convince you 
9f my being quite ii^ earnest in renouncing: infidel 
principlesand practices. .T^^eyw^re wrote ^osotne 
of my old sceptical GOji^panions. The first ytm 
Will perceive was wrote >V;ti,qn I only begaii to see 
the effects of infidel principle^ on the naprala of 
mankind, befvre I was coi^vinced of the truths of 
revealed religion. It was »cKit tv Jack Jplly, in 
March, 179^. 
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** Dear Jack, 
^ I am uncertain whether yon are dead or alive ; 
in this world or in a bisttcr ; in a WoFse you can- 
not be. Could I infeet with Mercury when I bare 
finished this, I would transcribe a copy of it and 
send it by bim, directed to Jack Jolly, the jihilb- 
sopher, in the Elysian Fields— inquire among^the 
votaries of Bacchus. 

** As &r as it regards yourself ttifyj I do not 
think it of much consequence whether you arc? 
still alternately oppressed, and overwhelmed with 
sickness and pain, or making merry with yonr jo- 
vial companion«over a bottle : now moralizing and 
reasoniDig ott noo)'^ and physical evil ; then find- 
ing feult with administration ; one while believing 
in a great first ctftjse, tod then asserting that the 
universe has existed from all eternity. In short, 
whether you at% still going on in the old dull round 
of a little pleasure amd much pMn ; or, whether 
you hjtve quitted this insignificant motley scene, 
for the chance of losing the happiness and misery 
of existence, or of existing in a happier state of 
things. But while I live in hopes of the pleasure 
of hearing from you, (although but seldom) and of 
again\seeing you by my fire-side, I must confess, 
that I am so selfish as to wish you may not have 
Tiad the start of me. I have sent you two letters 
since i received one from you. If you really are 
in a state of mortality, and should read this, do as- 
sure nae of it, and let me know how your excellent 
wife is, and your children. I am also concerned 
to know how thfc philosopher your brother is. 

•* Tell nie idso what you now thmk of Frendi 
phildsopliy^ndphilosophersjt The^^ori|is no# 



more enigmatical than ever. Plutarch sajrs that 
superstition is worjie than, atheism; several other 
philosophers have repeated it after hiro, and you 
and I haye believed it ; but now I have my doubts 
about it On the other hand, I know aot how' to 
believe that ignorance and error can promote vir- 
tue; I really am much perplexed. One thing 
seems certain, the breaking down of the old su- 
perstitious dykes ha* brought on us an uni versa 
deluge of vice and imnMrality, the effects of which 
wc must own are alarming in the highest degree. 

" I have observed, that for a year or two past, a 
shyness has taken place in me towards my free- 
thinking authors : I have seldom any thing to do 
with them. Those late great favourites and con- 
stant companions of mine are now neglected and 
covered with dust ; for at times I can scarce help 1 
thinking them chargeable with some of the dread* 
ful evils that are now inundating Europe. 

" A few years since you and I thought it would 
be charming to live in a. state composed entirely of 
free thinkers. I now shudder at the very idea. 
No doubt there arc some speculative infidels who, 
like you, your brother, and myself, would gladly 
act their part in society by endeavouring to pro- 
mote the happiness of all their fellow creatures, 
and even that of the animal world ; but we now 
find that the. bulk of mankind are only to be re- 
strained by their hopes and fears. 

" I am now grown more indifferent than ever as 
to what others do, how they live, &c. or even as to ( 
what they think of me, or my way of life* I know 
tliat I am thought to be a strange sort of a fellow, 
ias I neither hunt, shoot, drink>' or ptey %t ^sj^* 



I read until I am tired. I then walk or work in 
my garden, and In bad weather I cleave wood, kc» 
Qnce a week I dine with Mrs. L.'s fether, who, 
although a lawyer, is a very honest, peaceable gen- 
tfeman. He is also good to his poor neighbours, 
and goes to church once a week, except 1 happen 
to be there on Sunday when the service is in the 
afternoon, when I keep him awake by relating all 
the droll adventures that I can recollect. In my 
turn I patiently listen to his old stories, although 
I have heard them twenty times before.; long 
may he live in his peaceable and quiet mansion,. - 
I am? 

Dear Jack, 

Your old friend, 
jUveaton^ March \Othy 1799. J. L. 

I have since learned that Jack Jolly's brother 
died about this time, and that Jack survived him 
only about a year, but his health was so impaired 
as to render him unable to write. What were his 
^i^% sentiments I have endeavoured to learn, but 
without success ; I fear they were not what I now 
cuuld wish them to be, as I wrote to an old inlidel 
relation of his to know what state his mind was in 
when dying, but I never received any answer. As 
jou will have more particulars relating to Jack, I 
will now add no more, but that, 

1 am, dear friend, your's* 
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LETTER v.* 



^ For heaven virtue can alone prepare ; 
«* Vice TVould find herself unhappy therei* 

OLD FRIEND9 ^ 

I REMEMBER to have read twenty yewrt 
since, I believe in atranslation of one of the Clas- 
sics, of a man that was suspected of having mur* 
dered his father ; but as no positive evidence was 
advanced against him^ it was thought unjust to 
punish him. In order to be more satisfied in the 
affair, a person, unknown to him, was ordered to 
pay close attention to him every time he went to 
sleep, which was accordingly done ; and on tliis 
person's reporting that the suspected man slept 
perfectly sound, it was concluded that be coi^ 
not have murdered his fother. 

I was led to the recollection of the above story 
by some part of my last letter to youi reflecting 
on the surprise it possibly might ^ive you on reud* 
ing of it. I was by a train of reasoning brought to 
conclude (as I have no faith in a death bed repent- 
ance) that if a person cannot sleep soundly who 
has been gulty of any horrid crinxe, he certainly 
cannot die in peace, but will be tormented by his 
guilty conscience : so that if at that awful period 
he is in good humour and can laugh, like Ann 

* This letter wad wrote when I only admitted the 
truth ofnatural religion.— The letter alluded to in this 
i^ Omitted. 
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IBoleyn and others mentioned in my last, I, with 
the aposde, ^' trust that he hath 'a good con- 
uienee," 

But my dear friend, if becausb I could ^Ishto 
die in a perfect good humour, like the emperor 
Augustus, you think me a mere triHer, and an 
enemy to serious thoughts, you never was more 
mistaken, as no man can think more gravely on 
serious subjects than I do at times, and that fre- 
quently ; but then I insist on it, that a time of 
sickness, when the body is overwhelmed with pain 
and disorders, is not a suitable time for repent- 
ance ; much less should that important work be 
deferred to a death-bed. Nothing surprises me 
more thaa to hear or read that rational beings, or 
some who would be thought such, talk of making 
their peace with Heaven on their death-bed. 

The greatest oQenders against the laws of soci* 
ety,in general shew great contrition when brought 
to the gallows ; yet no one is so ignorant as to be- 
lieve that their repentance is of that kind as, were 
their lives spared, would prevent them from com- 
mitdng other daring offences. How then can we 
imagine that the heart of a villain who has the 
good luck to escape the gallows, can be totally 
changed on his death-bed. 

I wish from my soul that our dramatic and nov- 
el writers had not given so many deep wounds to 
morality as, from observation, I have great rea- 
son to think they have done by their frequent insin- 
uations of the efficacy of a few days, sometimes a 
few hours repentance or remorse. Surely, in all 
such producdonsj every villain and immorsd cbar- 
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acter should be " sent to hrs account with all h& 
imperfections on his head ;** for it is scarcely pos- 
sible for the devil himself to insinuate any ideas 
more destructive to moral rectitude than the suf- 
ficiency of remorse of conscience on a death-bed. 
Homer relates the death of Elpenor in a very 
concise mannfer; and to Christians it must appear 
awful : 

Full headlong from the roof the sleeper fell. 
And snapp'd liis spinal joint and wak'd in heU. 

pope's OJJYSEY.' 

I liave often been puzzled to find out where 
those authors of plays and novels, (some of w4iom 
are very respectable, and deserve the esteelti of 
the community) learned their notkms of repent- 
ance. They did not learn them from the scrip- 
tures, for in them repentance is made to consist 
of an entire chatige of heart and life. Natural 
religion teaches the same doctrine. By the works 
of the learned we find that the viedam of the Per- 
sians, the sacred books of the ancient Bramins, 
the morals of Confucius, all hold forth the same 
notions in respect to repentance. The heathen 
philosophers taught the same doctrine ; Plato saf s, 
that such men as have only committed venial aina^ 
must repent all their 4ives afterwards ; and even 
though they spend the remainder of their lives in 
repentance, yet that they must of necessity be 
cast into Tartarus iov a time. This great philos- 
opher, in his CoramonVvealth, and also in his trea- 
tise of the Immortality of the Soul, supposes that 
souls, both good and bad, carry their good or evil 
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dtspoei&ms i^ith them into the other world ; or 
mother wordsf that erery man carries the seeds of 
ctetnal happiness or misery in his own mind : so 
thiitif we go into the other world with evl] pas- 
sions unmortifiedj they will not only be far more 
idolent than now, but our perception of them will 
be pure and onalloyed by any intermixture of en- 
joyment. 

Dr. Scotty in the three first chapters of his 
Christian Life, has pursued the Platonic doctrine 
through all its consequences. It is well worth the 
attrition even of a philosopher. Mr. Boyd has 
given us an excellent summary view of the Pla- 
tonic doctrine with respect to a future state, at the 
end of his translation of Dante's Inferno : I wiH 
give you a few short extracts. 

"The souls of men, wheneyerthey leave the 
body, doubtless associate with spirits like them- 
selves.** 

** We cannot see how spirits act upon each oth- 
er, yet there is no doubt but the plagues inflict- 
ed by spirits upon spirits are as immediate as 
those inflicted by body upon body.** 
. •* What woeful society must that be? where all 
trust and confldei^ce is banished, and every one 
stands upon his guard, tortured with eternal vigi- 
lance of surrounding mischiefs I when all his em- 
ployment is diabolical fraud. Their society is 
like the monster Scylla, whom the poet speaks 
of, whose inferior parts were a company of dogs 
continually snarling and quarrelling among them- 
^lve8,*and yet inseparable from each o^er^ «& 
|>wg parts of the same substance/^ 

C3 
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M As the punishment arisesrin a great clcgfce 
fr6m the acquired habits it must last as long a9 
t he Existence of the criminal." 

In every act of yirtue there4s an imperfectunibn 
of the soul ^h God, and some degree of the 
pleasure of heaven. When habit has made the 
exercise of virtue delightful) we shall find our-* 
selves under the central force of heaven, sweetly 
drawn along by the powerful magnetism of its 
joy and pleasure.*'' 

From every point of view, I think it is evident 
that repentance does not consist in a momentary 
sorrow, but in a change of disposition and life. 

I must confess that 1 cannot help thinking, that 
heaven would be a strange sort of a place if every 
rascal, knave, and fool were permitted to go there, 
who have on their death-bed, experienced remorse 
of conscience. Such wretches as these have made 
a hell of this world to all connected with them ; 
and are they to make a hell of heaven also I Can 
one conceive a Worse hell than it would be for a 
perfectly honest man to live eternally with u 
rogue, or a virtuous woman with an old bawd ? 

We laugh when we read of the Indians in the 
East, firmly believing that if they can but die with 
a cow's tail in their hand, they are quite^ sure of 
going to heaven ; but are not our notions to the 
full as absurd as theirs ? Is our death -bed repent- 
ance any thing more than a cow's tail in our band ? 
** It must be allowed that it is the heiglit of 
presumption to set bouncjs to the mercies of God ^ 
but may it not give encouragement to vice, td 
flatter oursclvgs with the. expectation of pardon 
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for the greatest crimes, on the easy terms of what 
We call repentance ; which, after all>niay be (a]* 
lacious, or at best imperfect ? 
I ami 

Dear Friend, 

Your'n* 



LETTER VI. 

O ye fallen f 
F«iUen from ihe win^ oi* reason and of hope / 
Ei*ect in stiiturcj prone in appetite I 
P;itix>n& of pleasure, posting' ihlo pain ! 
Lovers of argumen|t, iiVerse to sense I 
Boasters of li!)erty, fiist bound in chains ! 
— Fall he mw*^ wiK>l«ani9 from death alon0 
The dreadful secret — ^that he lives forever. 

NIGHT xaOUCflTfi, / 
I)£A.R. FRIC]$7D, 

For a yeat 6r tiiore after I wrote 
the last of the two preceding letters, I continued 
in a state of perplexity which increased upon me. 
At last I procured some books in defence of divine 
t evclation, and soon after some authors on prac- 
tical divinity i but it was with difficulty that I 
prevailed on myself to avow the alteration that had 
by that time taken place in my sentiments. I 
)iowever> at last, wrote the following letter to 
J. B. 

** Old Acquaintance, 
1 have no rights nor any inclination to upbraid 
you J year past ccn:luc.tj on reflcctioni must make 
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^Fou so truly miserable as to reiider ybu an objeei 
of commiseration./ You know by the trifle whkii 
I sent you by Mr. D. that I was in T-^n last Junci 
and heard without much surprise that.yoa were 
^ome from {jondon, and wa^ then in the poor-house. 
On this occasion very gloomy ideas took posses^ 
sion of my mind ; so painful were my feelings 
that I coi^ld not call upon you. I believe few peo- 
ple feel ]|iore than I do on seeing an old compan- 
ion reduced by his own misconduct to a state of 
wretched poverty ; yet painful as those reflections 
Were^,! had still more distressing thoughts of your 
very sad case. I, in imagination » saw you stretchr 
ed on a wretched bed, groaning under the aches 
and pains of disease, a ruined constitution, and 
premature old age ; and, what is still a thousand 
times worse, I pictured your features distorted, 
and your countenance made ghastly by the ex- 
cruciating tortures you suffe/ed in your mind I 
t)\xr spirit, or fortitude, ma^ support us in bear- 
ing the infirmities of the body, as sickness and 
psdn ; but a wounded sfiirit who can bear .? J huve 
not finished my melancholy picture. What 1 have 
tQ add is still more dreadful ! This poor man, 
(said I^ so racked and tortured, is perhaps without 
Pod in the world ! Horror of horrors } Of all the 
most terrifying ideas this is now to me the Tnosi 
frightful ? To be without God in the world 1 ! ! Oh, 
ye French atheists, take away our liberty ; take all 
that we have ; put us in a dungeon, or on the rack ; 
but do not by your sophisticd arguments endea- 
.your tp/ob us, poprwretchqd jx^or^s^of q^t Ggd j 
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A Boul in converse with her God, is heav^i ^ 

Feels not the tumults and the shocks of life,; 

Tlie whirls of passion, and the strokes of hcfirt 

A Deity believ'd is joy begun : 

A Deity ador*d is joy advanc'd ; 

A Deity belov'd is joy matiur'd. 

Each branch of piety delight inspires i 

Faith builds a bridge from this world to the fiext^ 

0*er death's dark gulph, and all its horrors hides i 

Praise, the sweet exhalation of our joy. 

That joy exhalts and makes it sweeter still ; 

Pray'r ardent opens heaven, and lets down a stretML 

Of glory on the con.»ecrated hour 

Of maji in Audience with the Deity. 

Who worships the great God that instant joins 

The first in heav'n, ^"d sets his foot on hell. 

YOUNO. 

The reasoit o£my troubling Jrou with my gloomy 
thoughts 00 your present situation, and state of 
mind is tbb ; I remember between twenty and 
thirty years uncey you was made acquainted with 
my sceptical state of mind ; anS although I never 
approved of your rudely obtruding your opinions 
in company^ or your endeavouring to turn others 
out of the good old way ; yet, as perhaps by my 
example or remarks, or by leBdingyou books you 
may have been moi'e or less ccMifirined in anti" 
christian opinions, I could not rest satisfied un* 
til I had informed you that my mind has under- 
gone a very great change ; that I have a thousand 
limes heartily repented, that the pernicious writ- 
ings of witty infidels should ever have made me 
even doubt of the truth of the heart-improvingi 
soul-cheering doctrines of Christianity. 

I must also inform you that I have seen th© 
drcadfiil effects of infidelity on other*. SomoQf 
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my most intimate acquaintance, before they were 
infected with infidelity were examples of piety and 
virtue"; but, having once turned theirbacks on the 
religion of Christ, they^ soon became slavea to the 
most degrading vices. Several that you ^aw at 
my house when you first came to London, ^&d by 
their sad way of life, bring on themselves shocU^ 
ing' disorders, under which they suffered many 
years, before they were summoned to give up 
tUeir accounts. There, profane wit and ribaldry 
are no more. 

Althougli I have an aversion to fanaticism and 
enthusiasm, yet I would much rather again listen 
to the poor ignorant enthusiastic David Burford, 
whom you must well remember, than to the most 
ahrewd and witty remarks of my eld freethinking 
|K:quaintance, who used to set the table in a roar. 
These <clever, sensible, witty fellows, with all their 
subtile reasoning, had not understanding enough 
to live like rational beings, but by their viaous 
practices brought on themselves years of pain and 
misery, and shortened their existence. The good 
old David Burford's fear of 6od made him liv» so* 
berly and righteously; his faith enabled him ma'* 
ny years to bear poverty and affliction with cheer* 
fulness, as believing that all Wfiuld work together 
for his goodr— as he would often teltus* His hope 
of going to a better world enabled him to expect 
his approaching dissolution with joy. 

^ deep is the stake. 

And awful the inquiry — how the $oul 
May smi^e At death, and meet iU God in peace. 

DODD. 

O, old acquaintance, this very poor and very 
ignorant old man, was in reality ipuc|i wiser than 
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we havfe beeiH although we usefl to latigh at mi 
despise him. May we begin to live the life, thait 
at last we may die the «leath of this poor simple 
weaver ! 

Amotig all your freethinkbg acquaintance did 
you ever know one whose reading, learning, on 
wit enabled him to live so uprightly and Comfort* 
tbly in so much poverty and affliction ; or whd 
could, like him, look death steadily in the face 
with humble joy. Young says truly^ 

• 

^ A Christian is the highest stUe of man.** 

Tke most learned, the wisest, and best of men 
were Christians. In reading history and biogra-^ 
phy we learn, that maiiy of the most intelligent 
men, after many years spent in voluminous librae 
ties in eager searchof science, of knowledge, and 
wisdom, have, in the end, thrown aside even the 
nH>st respectable works of ancient and modem 
philosophers, moralists, historians, politicbns, po- 
ets. Sec. and have in their partly -neglected Bible 
fimnd a treasure which eveiy where else they had 
sought for in vain. The brightest geniuses have 
found ample satisfaction in that book. There is 
the sublime and the beautiful ; the most pathetic 
stories, and elegant parables ; the grandest de'* 
Bcriptions and the most august ideas of the Deity; 
the most perfect morality ; the greatest motives 
lo virtue^aad the most awful denunciations again;st 
vice. In a word, in that book we are taught the 
way of holy Hving ; and by so living we ensure lo 



,d by Google 



3B 

^arselves dQ e tertial state of felicity in the realms 
of cverla3ting light and love. 
I am, 
^ Old Acquaintance, 

Yours, &c 

J.L." 

^ To this lettter I did not receive any answer uix» 
til Juoethe same year. It is time to conclude this. 
I am, 

Dear Frieftd, 

Tour's. ; 

Better vil / 

Wlien late tliere is less time to play theybo/. 
Soon out* whole tertn foi* wisdom is expired, 
(Thpu kno w*st she calls no council in the grave i") " 
And evei'lasting fool is writ in^^, 
Qr real wisdom wafts us to tlii; skies. 

YOUXG, 
PJlARraiEND, 

BY J. B.'s leter to me tn June, it 
appears that an alteration has also taken place in 
Jiis sentiments. The following letter, which I 
sent to him abput a montlj after, will sufficiently 
inform you of the contents of his to me. 

" Old Acquaintance, 
I sincerely rejoice to learn from your letter jto 
me that God has not finally ^voi you over to 8tr6ng 
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dciuaioTU still- to believe a lie\ fbf not Obeying tjke 
go^fiet of Christ. I am also happy to learn tliaf 
you have a tetter 6onvifction than that jwlncrvpniy 
brings wltii it Sifear/ul looting for of Judgment Snd^ 
Jiery iT^Qi^nadh?ij syl^t^ i^ ready to be'fioured^forih 
ok the adversaries' of CWrik, . iMay Gpd, ivho i^ so 
rfch ih tTieTcy>c«/!a5/i«A both you and me in the truth' 
as it is in^ ChHst^'sOidm every good word and tvork^^ 
that we may noc be in the.i^umber of tho^e tkaf 
draw back untofiftdition^ but of thofic that believe 
to the saving pfth«;&otiL , , . ,, 

The fife Of Christ itfay^ifetl fill ymtV^^^ attitvi-. 
ration at^d 4i^<6tibQl ijwas, feviin wlieii an infidef^' 
struck dihub and ciafeiunded Whcriever, for a few 
inomentS). I seriously reflected on hi^ \Vondelful 
chai*slct£f. Vfe Kaire not only, becii wicked^' 15ut 
also a^iblibhihgl^/.sbpid ih ^f^^dftg 'to disbe- 
lieve rtlrfteiesV'wWai attlie ^atne ypicwewere 
oWiged to believe ^l)e greatest of niiraCles : * Tiiiat' 
thi soil oihi poor, obscure caVp^teF, brought up ia 
a >'ery ignbr^t, ^cfttidaipus yiiiao;e, could sfiedkdf[ 
n&verman^M^&y an)dtivi& ainong thedr^Sof mari- 
kihrdllke aGodt' ' '''"-. :,,:'' 

^ • .■:■ ft*!... > Ml /.■■.•" -r. t r j \ '. -r^ 

, , ' I ^ - : . , J in Im blessed lif^ .-..,. - \i 

We ,se'e the path,' and in his 'deat^ flie price/ '\ J' 
And ifi his great asCfetit, the pi?odf afupt-eme * ' 
OfimmortaB^-i^^-^ i-^- - -i c..- . ..* 

UR. YOUNG; 

You say thai you have, but oiiV bobic of your 
o'^, wi^tjh ^s the New-Testament In possess- 
ing that you have the best book in the world ; a 
book wl^ich angels coyl^ not have composed v a 
book,* whkll' Ui? pfimi'tiVe^ Cfiti^ians cstfeeitied. 
iiore'th'in thi?irnvesi tsithei fein'sufferone of 
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t))i^Gpspeb or Eyi^tles to be destix)jred they suIj- 
xtjiTued tqtlie mostxruel torments, and-^ndured 
the most lin^ei*ipg;^ ,; 

, :&ut for this bob^ we sKQuldlitive beehii) woi^se 
tH^u^ Egyptian darJcness :. the Intellectual world 
would have. be^XL without a sun ; we sjhould have 
bluildefed in the^ark j liave stumble^ u^ii orfop 
after error^^wuhoutone cheering and epl|g|itah]fi^ 

« ,Apd- ibiind no end* in*w)ndcini]y^mazes.4p^V»; ^ 

/ But in^tbo^e saerfKl Qages life anji.ihi^h^y 
iifc brbttglii to lig^t ; a glorious project is opk^^ 
id to. us l?eyoptttlSie|ffave, where:i;iQudE^ 
nes^ arc no more.-." ;" '" ' . r .','/". / '\J, ,, ,* 

I^amela^ y^ou/Bave friends wKpV^fll'lep^^^ 
^lept'jr of lipqks.^ Yes/he mu9ti>e sfup^d ^ndeqd, 
-^bom even a little knJDwli^^ iii.astr9iH)i9^^ dooE 
riot fill .witli devo^pn, , . ,,' ; : .\..\. 
' But, even amon^ tlie staf;s do 'n(^ fi^r^et yqu^^ 
I^ew-Tcsument ; thitj by the blesf^ip^ of.^V*^' 
mgy Qiatie youi^wHeuhto^rivaticya:anjd should 
thiat really^be the (^se with you, perhaj^- ^bi^^ijaay 
be employed to M eternity in contemplatrng inn- 
nit^ wisdom and g^dhesiWpngpthi^^^^ 
dous ^Vorks o£ tiie great incj^fire/itn^lUf CHE A- 
TOitof those iDnttme£abk;aKocldft.Vi ..u, 

. Tilll^st^iVQDeimm^iiflj^ofspafev> ... . . 
A sens** 01" Bcit^ (^^c^wMips yp,ur sojU^^ 

r i I' /•■;>, ''i \ ■!..'■* " : " ••',)/ J; ., '( 

^ If aippn^ the ):jt¥>1^s ofdivinity that- yoiji^ate «> | 
kindly offered .Uie use.of^ you caq l>ocrQW any of 
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thefollbwing, thc^ will help^p ei»UbUsb yo\i iiilhc 
belief of the triiUi of Divine Kevj^latipn ;-*-f alcy*ti 
Kvidence of Chrisuawity ^ Bishop Watson'^ A- 
pofogy fdr the, Bible,* in letters to Thomas Paine ; 
Bishop Porteus' Compendium oTtb^ Evidences ot 
Christianity; Addison's Evid^nccs^ofthe t. hri^- 
tian Religion ; Madame Genlis' Religion* tlic only 
Basis of Happiness and true Pbilpsoj)hy»in whidi 
the Principles of the mode rn pretended ,Philosc - 
j)hers arc laid ^enand refuted,^ ^dls. Butler!* 
Di?iDe Analogy; Bentley against Conins ; Bent- 
ley's Sermons osp tlie folly of Atheism ; Jerjkitfs 
Reasonableness and'Ccrtainiy of theCbristiatt i^e- 
ligion, 2 vols. 1 l^velately read the w'lrolc of these 
works with ^reat satisfection. If you arc fond of 
real philosophy and astronqmy, jopi willbe'hlghly 
pleased with Bentley's Sermons pn the tolly of 
Atheism. Paley% is an extraordinary, good work. 
Butler*3 Analogy i» a very gfedt woilc, Jenkin's 
is the mo^t copbus and* the best work I evev read 
HI defence of diyi&e re^elaliona It treats in a 
dear manner of the necessity of a divine revela- 
tion> antiquity. 4»f the scijpturesy'C^d's^cisp^iifia- 
tions under the Patriarchs, Moses, Judges, Ki^g6« 
end Christ ; the wisdom and gpodoess of Cod is 
excellently displayed in tliem»9U^r Pirj^he^)roraMl' 
gation and preservation of tb? scvipiures.; various 
difficulties are cleared and om^cii^ai^ answered. 
The Author has, throngh ^o whol^ discovered 
great depth of thought, a thorough knowledge of 
the history •f <the four gveat monarchies men- 
tioned in the Old Testament, and of other an- 
cient nations ; which he hia brought forward in 
confirmation of the truth of divine revelation. In 
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reading this excsllent learned prpdflction, J could 
Uj&t hclgreikai^iag )thfe Wonderful dHTer^ncie tKat 
there isbet^ye^n ih^sw6rk and the poor* ^tiperfi- 
cial works otfreethirikers. Had those freethinkers 
ever read this'work, thejr never would h^vc expo- 
sed their o^ti ignorance a?? they hare done ; and 
liad you and r, and others^of our acquaintance^ bedp 
acquainted With' it, We never shpuid hziv^ beetl so 
seducedj per,Verted afid imposed iipon'fcy shdhow 
pretenders to sense ^d learning. Were T still a 
D*o6ks?Uer^ 1 Would immediately Wofk off a very 
forge Impression; sell them chegp, and disperse 
ti>em thrbugh evbrjr part of the woridi The woUk 
Ji^% gone til rough various editions. It' has been 
greatly enlarged ahdlmpi'oved since it Was first 
published. '. Before ^tcohcludi^, I Would Seriously 
^dvis^ you hot lb readany corttrotv^rj^iies on pdilifs 
tyfdoctririeer' articles of witliY what ife absOltilely 
tiecessarr to' be' ^nowri is plaJhff VeteJile'd. 

<• Nbt di'e6lf to dikefnl or mucl^i to %nots, " 

• The* more you tead thc-NeW-Testament-thV 
more you wiH enter Jntb awl paitake t^ the fiplHt 
of it ; and your44«rc1br it WilMnertasiin propdr- 
tion. Aead'AldDiflft ifnttch practiciEd div'mity «« yb« 
can : yre all stibdid; netd of every Aid^tb k€0^ tis 
in a true Christian disposition, and stetidy in th« 
profession of Chtistiankf* -flh-Yobtig says). 

> . ■• i. .J • * . ■ ■ • ...<,•: ^ 1. .1 - \^- 

lAl fAZ/t)' i|ian«ii«/»ecit hrm^lf »if>oi > ' 
, 4Ar;fo«f« U^t^r(^ai)^te|bi'tti&hi9 Jfiktf) r 

u\t fifty chiaes.hi/* yifamou« delay, ., ^ 

Irishes hii prad^RTpurpost to resckcr * l 
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lA all the magnanimity of thought 

Resolres ; and r^-re^olves ; then dica the same. 

NIGHT THOUGHTS. 

Neither you nor I considered that we were very 
great fools unQlw^ were more than fifty. The 
last line has been verified in thousands. God g;rant 
that it may not prove trne of us also. 
I am. 

Old Acquaintance^ 
Vour's, 
Aheaton^ July 28, 1805. J. L.^ 

You see, dear friend^ tfce melancholy effects of 
Infidelity even in this^ife; to what poverty, shame, 
anddiserace have thousands of its votaries been 
r^uced. The cooviersion of this poor creature 
should also encourage us to use what abilities we 
may possess, however small they m^y be, in order 
to reclaim o^ers. We should put proper books 
into their hands, and nevei> be tired or discourag- 
ed. SmaU causes Have often produced great ef- 
fects. I have, been just reac^ng of an atheist who 
was convened by one word. The story is related 
by Madame de Qenlisin her <' Religion consider- 
ed as the only basts of Happiness and of true Phi- 
losophy,** vol* L p«^ 76. I will transcribe the pas- 
sage: 

She «ays, " Others after liaving doubted ail 
^' their lives, change in amoment their sendments 
'^ and dispositions. I knew a man of great sense - 
*^ and very high character, whose convefsion was 
" brought about by a single word. He was yet in 
'\ the age of the passions ; he had never possessed 
L5 
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** the Jea^t principle of religion ; and he pvidci 
" himself on being an atheists One day, in the 
" presence of an ^ecclesiastic, equally distinguish* 
" ed by his efninertt virtues and talents, he-affect- 
« ed to brave all decorum, which ou^ht at that in^ 
" itafi't to havl^ constrained him to Kave held his 
« fonguc at least ; ^d aftet* having giv^ him a de- 
•* tail of his sentiments htid opinions, he ivonically 
« added, thati iaccording to eVery appearance, he 
<' should never be converted. Ah, exclaimed the 
" ecclesiastic, who till then had been silent, if 
** you could bnt liope I — ^^llc ^d no more, he got 
" tip and went ouu, Btit theie ^^c^ds ttiade^ii 
^^ deep iinpPession upon the heart of the atheist : 
« he had no difficultjrto comprehend their eneri^ 
" getic meaning ; he fdt himself ttiored and af* 
« fected^ a c*oud of tiew reflectiot^pre^ent^d 
*< themielres tb his mind ; he longed to see ^nd 
« conyei'sc agaiti with the man who b^ad produced 
" in him so strartge a revoUitiwi. Tlte next idijr 
" he eten went in seai^h of hifn ; he t>pened to 
<* him his hdart, asked his advice, hearkened to 
^ him with attention, with eagerness : and from 
^ that mdihent renounced forever the vain sbph- 
« isms of false pbilbsopheri. Such isth'epdwer 
« of grace, it cati producie in a motnetit the iih9st 
« surprlsirtg ftiietamorphoBes, and its effects will 
" ever cbnfouiid the i^cre'dtilou^ observer, who 
^ shall be acquainted with the human heart." 
I am *^ 






e I 



Yours, 
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LfelTER Vin. 

IPe loyVi associates olUinclouded hours. 
Whom I iJeniember stiil, where are yc nc\i' ^. 
All, whither tost by life's unffi^ncily Waves ! 
Perhaps on eArUi, we nevfcr ipore may meet. 

COtJRTIEB. 

SEAR FEIEND9 

THE two preceding letters were addrciss^d to 
Mr. D. and by him conveyed to J. B. in the poor" 
bouse in T~r— 9. When I.^w^ ^ apprentice, 
Mr. D. cam« to vork 'm xh^ same s^op aa a JQQr« 
n«ymam abU twa or tfu^ec y^ara dftev the deiath 
of my master he married my mistress^ to w|)om 
he made an excellent husband ; he buried her 
two or three years since. While he was a joor- 
neymaHf I adtised him to go and hear the Me^tho* 
dist preachers ; he did so ; and for more than 
thirty years has been an upright^ friendly religious 
Hian. ^ 

As Mr, D. is a very old acquaintance of minci 
and also of J. B. I requested him to read my first 
leUer to J. B. as he Vir^s ill. The reading of it 
.^'ave him much pleasttre, as he found thiat I had 
a^n Embraced that teligiflfn which ( bad so long 
disbelieved ; and he wrote a letter to congratulate 
me on the Ocica^Jon. I Will givb you my answer 
^0 Mr. D's leUer. . '. 

' ''sir, ' . • - ■ 

*.' Y9U perhaps may bare rcmktyfepd, that "when- 

^vcrl visit T^-^D, I also always visit the fields by 

•ic M;!&orilrcr^'er;aii(t other places >y.hcrci in 
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my youthful day8> I spent many of Hiy leisure 
hours ; from whence you may infer, that in tho^e 
.old favourite walks I eAdeavour to recollect the 
old and pleasing sensations which I felt while I 
was conversing with my old pompanions in those 
irharming rural r^treats^ sbme of whom are now 
no more. 

«« On this side and on that we see our friends 
Brop off like leaves in autumn." 

Others of them have lost every pious and vir- 
tuous sentiment : 1)0 that I cannot visit those ol4 
deRghtlu|haunts without finding that tny pleasing 
recf^ections are tinctured with melancholy. 



-Gracious God 



k 



How wonderful a compound, mixture strange. 
Incongruous inconsistent, is frail man. 

Da. P0I>D> 

As every Jeld wl^re I used to convcuse with 
my old acquaintance affords me delight, I hope 
you will believe me when I assure you that I HM 
great pleasure in seeing, or even healing from aay 
one of theni who have preserved a good con- 
science. ^ was the more pleased with your let- 
ter, dated Jan. 17, 1803, as from it 1 learn (what 
I had long since forgot,) that it was at my request 
you first was prevailed upon to hear those men 
whose discourses first made a religious impressioa 
on your i)ajnd, and have influenced your conduct 
cvjEir sin^e. \ I am not a Methodist ; yet, I must 
own 'that,^ ais by their means you have been bless- 
ed with grace, courage, aii^dresoluHontowithstand 
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the t^mpt^tiot? pfjlhe.dQxy ^M a sinful wpdd^aj^d 
Bave, As ah earnest of lieaven, attamcjcl that'{)^ac*e 
of mind whku worlds c'anho{ purchase, and no- 
thing but a relapse Into smc^ destroy*; ifthrouch 
them you attaihe/d that well grourided hope Vhicji 
Iiath kept you ^"rQady in all . the storms cX th^s 
tempestuous state of things, wherej at tij-qes, ^'ou 
cain extend your prospect to future, scenes >yhere 
all is calm and sunshine, ^I do not wonder; that 
you should wish to live and di^ in theii: conrreq- 
lion. 1 hdpe I shall ever love and houQu^r such 
of your comtt^tinity as by their tivcs and«;^E^nf\- 
j>Ips sheVv that they are Christians ijidpedl ' 

Have you not r^madted that thps^ ^ho have 
remained tti^ most steady, have ip general bceft 
such as were most free from entfhusia^TT) and f^- 
n^ticism ?■ I wi^h those who think thatthpy now 
stand firtiiy niay take heed lest they iaJF. Sh^l J 
tell you that most of ttie free-thinkers Qt py ac- 
quaiqtance were once profb^^ors of rcli^lp;), wllo 
had contracted a hahiit for di.^putatijpn. Jt h*fiso(- 
tcD happened that men have disptttccj.so lopcf 
iibout points ofdoctribe,' that they have l<>rgPt jthp 
principal pah of religion^ We rc^d of some of 
old who held the truth in unrighteo\|sn^s3, whp 
arp considered as in the direct road to delusion, 
and likely soon to believe in lies. Ipdeed it ap- 
jiears to me, that it, is of little cbnse^uence what 
a inan beli^yf s^ . if 1^? neglects hi^^ duty (oward^ 
God and man. , .- 

I think the following ^ passage, >yhich gave 
Messrs. Hill and Co. so much offence, s^nd ^as th? 
fii'st occasiidrt of tfiQ, cpntrpyersy between th^ni 
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aiidMr.Tietchcr, ouglit to be printed in letters oi 
gotdi and hune up in all your preaching houses. 

7he passage is in the minutes of the Confe^ 
' cnceheldm August, 1770. IVtr. Wesley says, 
" Does not talking of a justified or sanctified state 
tend io mislead men f Almost naturatty leading them \ 
io trust in toHat was done in one moment ^ IVhereas 
tbe are eiery hour Jlind moinent plcaking or cH^leaS' 
ing to God according to our ftforks^ according to o^r 
inward teinper^ and outward behaviour^ 

But ,to return, as I had no intention to ramble at 
this rate } I meant to ob'serve, that alLhougli living 
Accordirig to the mild precepts of the gospel is the 
only w^j of living happily in tliis worJd ; yet| Tfe 
are such poof purblind mortals as t6 wish to ex- 
tinguish the sun and walk by a taper ; wc first 
^j:6w tired of the necessary restraints which rt»e 
religion of Christ enforces, and think las gracious 
pre(:eptshard sayings: in this state of mind, having 
already Jost part of the dispQsiiion and temper m 
Christianity, we grow more remissin public wor- 
ship and private devotion, in observingthe sabbath, 
.^c. then conscience upbraids arid makes us un- 
liappy ; and if in this state of mind we happen to 
read, or heai', any sceptical arguments agsunst re- 
Tcaledrcfigion, doubts and perplexity succeed, and 
tlie ntore a person doubts of tne divine authority 
of the gospel precepts, the more careless will he 
live ; but sQll conscience will disturb his quiet 
and perhaps make him quite miserable at times. 
In this unstable state he may continue for several 
months or years, till at length to get rid oThis un- 
easy mind, he dips again into books of infidelity, 
\vhere probably he finds God represented as not 



aittending to the frailties and follies ofmorf»l»; or 
p^haps he fipd^. yUp^c i^d Vfpe i^^sc^^fteid as 
quaiiues capaUe of aibitmy clenaitlous, r^v^^ed 
religion as.mebe pr^star4&» &Ct &c. In >uc;b,s^i« 
thorsy specious argtimi^u^ We aj^^d^ oftei^ goo)i 
reasonii^frjQm wrong proposition^ ai^d U'uiUi anji 
fai5elK>o<liu:9»b artfully blf ncie4 tojeth^j, tjiat ia 
tlie end he i&prevs^e^ ijgop tp givj^ j^ 1^;^ Chris- 
tianity, and by vdcgfee^^ hw conscience- is' quite 
laid asleep. . £ .. .. 

In my ne:;t 1 wUl give you » furtl^W ^ccoijtxt of 
my progress in infidelity. ' ^ , 

;" . I Am/. . ' ." ,r 
Sir, your's^ E^q. 



Mvc$t6n Feb, 8, 1803. . 



J, L.^* 



BihVlUsn banquets/ and obscene defi^Iits, 
The durst assembly here coiistime the tiigiits*. 

'^ ' - ■ B.^BtOWE. 



*But it' there's an bctptfter; 



. And thattlierc is conscience tells every man ; 
Then mu*f it be an dwfol thingto die.' 

nsAH FRikKDy * '" 

1 WILL now transcribe mysccpnd letter tp 
Mr. D. 1 Itow not welL how to make it shorter. 
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" ^J^PethapS«>4: ii^iiie^tfihetlW ydutig freietidtjkcr 

' 4oes'iT^6t^ cortftSAa ahy gt^t siDi ^t lea(ftii6r Wliat 

fe ealted'stti^iT' ^. iSiaceifhe'wilIfbri^'xi^fe pride 

liiiriseff on^ hi!^ verf tfcteirrt febtidact, and tilk^ of Be- 

ittgr g^^wftl W tf«s rriij^^bf hatti^^, jJWlbso- 

tiatfiiyj Jib^ii'grdwsi'flHed of his fif-ligiouk.ac- 
qliadikAlcid,' asf te d6c^ hdt KKe^thdii- ehdetivfcitirs 
liad serious argUQfients to conyincc^ hirn'of hh er* 
r6V. Having ig^i'Hrf oftiis ftfetts acf(j[Uattt&cdjie 
looks out for some of those yho, like himselfy are 
become pliilos^pKew/ With those he at first 
takps ," ^ philo^ophtbil walk,*' or " cup of tea.** 
As th^ir acquaintance incre^es they.^ine at each 
othe^^'s house. When this'yiouftg free-thinker is 
thought to be pretty .weliconfirmed in his aversion 
to Christiuiityi he is invited to dine or sup with a 
party of those philosophers at a tavern. The two 
or three first times he goes home early luid in 
good order. In those convivial pardes he heat's 
many stories against^a^Hs^s^many witty jests 
upon religioni under the nan(ie of si^rstition ; 
so that, by degrees^ he beqoiwes more hardened, 
his love for those meetings iiicreases and makerf 
him unwilling to part with those jovial compani- 
ons. "Sure taking a'checrfitf glass cani>^ no 
sin: God, say they, de%ht& to see.his ct^eaturcs 
happy: ;let us havi another bottle;" which is 
perhaps accompanied with an obscene or bias* 
phemous song. Another aong ajQd apq^e^ bottle 
is called, f(pr imtil they ^re intoxicated^ , l^v this 
«tite they reel into the street ^^tttm cif jhirec in 
Uic morning, ^"^;hti'c the^vare sotn^ picked 
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Mfby the prosiitutesy and enticed It^p bpothelS)^ 
frpm wiciic?B they carry home to th w wives tho^pt 
loathsome diseases v^bich often oooUtninfite th^ 
blQod of several gpeoeratkm% 2^ jSar vbich thetr 
own cWkfren will pet^ps e^^ecrate tfe^ine-^, 
mory. , . 

In th4$ manner mmy sotiHileam to spend ^no^ 
of ^r mgl^ ; their 4^4 a«e mostly ^cppisum- 
ed in sleep; their bqsinftss is lost; th^ fpr^ 
tunes niD Qut,aiid th^ir c«n^tutian tjo^ly hm^ 
ed. Some of them arc c^ricd pff J>y s^dez^ 
deaths ; others lingjer out a few yea^sin griB#t igd-^ 
sery, mi then die in a horrid state erf <^i^ht anjd 
fearful apprehension* Anci not a few of th^se 
pbilos9phers have, by .th* ir prinisiples md iQP^^pt 
brought tbemselveamt^>s{udiaimnh9iipy state of 
imnd 9^ tio% tqbjQ able to.end^im existence, but- 
hafe 

** Jast recking" fr(iin se1?.slauprhter, in a rage, 
**' Rushed 4nto th* piH^seiice of their Judge ; 
" Aa tf theyicballfijig'd hu» to do hi$ w^wst" 

Although those inotitginary pbilnsbpher^ sqo 
tbeju: compflolpn^drop off one^ after another, they 
are so .far frpni takings warning that tl>ey do 9II 
thi^ can |o harden one another^ by urging every 
irgiiinent they cian tkink ofagainst the immortalir 
ty of Uie sou), a CutDre state, and even $|^sti;l^ 
recybeiii^ofaGodl / 

I could fill volumes, »w«re I to ^c parlicul^or, in 

lescrihing the begionkigand^pcogrje^sof infideJMy 

iniong;tbose whom I have known sit^ce I first com- 

i^enced bookseller>a9;many of them came of^n to 

~ E 
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ihy shop, mi aboi^ tweiUf^tWo yearar e^ce I was 
often in suth taverns and meetings as I have rer 
lerredta above, 

BeferetheFi»^d»revoludoQ,iiifidelityhadmade 
gteat havock in England ; bnl there is great reason 
to fear that since it has increased an hundred fold i 
and God only knowa where this destructive pesti- 
lence will end. It, however, is matter of great coA- 
solation tosee that severalof our Bishops, andt>ther 
6ensible,'learaed clergymen, and also some able 
dbsenting mimsters> have published excellent con- 
fiilationsof the woiiis of infidels. The clergy have 
also takeft other wis& and pious measures^ to stop, 
aa much as possible, the progress of infidelity ; and 
every man that has any regard for religion or me- 
rality, should put a hand to the good work* Those 
who can afibrd to do it should purchase sUeh tracts 
against infidel principles as are published at h Ioti 
price, and dis]^rse them as much as i>o6sib]e 
wherever they are likely tado good* That cheap 
editions of edl such woriia as are^ bvourabte tci 
Christianity are not to be met with is much to b^ 
regretted. Severa^of those works might be* dej 
eently piinted, and well afforded, for one quarte| 
their present prices. It is owing tatheir extrs 
Tagant deamess that so few are sold: Had the 
b^ pul)lished at low prices,, tens of thouaanci 
mdre would have beendisposedofrby which moc 
good might have been doner while the publisher: 
profits would, in the end, be greater, in consc 
quence of the increased sale of the books. ] 
would dso be a. great help to the cause of religio 
if the wealthy part of the community were todii 
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petsech'elip tracts on practical divinity > together 
with cheap bibles, and testaments. 1 have remark^ 
cd, that many persons who would not be fltthe ex- 
pence or trouble of pjarchasing books, will either 
read themselves qr'make their children read to 
them, when books arc ptit into their hands. 

It is natural to add, that those who can do nof^ 
thing else for the cause of God^ should shew, by 
their good examples, the i?ifluence of religion upon 
their Ufe an<} conversation : this has often produ- 
ced great effects upon scoffers. On theother hand* 
when infidels see that such as call themsclve»Chris- 
tlans can neglect the public worship of God, bveak 
the sabbath, be covetoirs orprodigal, proud and 
oveibearin'g, or mean and undermining, drunkards 
or ghittons,defrauders4ind cheats, backbiters and 
slanderers, sweatees. Bars, &(5. they are ready to 
conclude that such persons do not l^lievein aday 
of judgment, when eyery one shall be dealt wllh 
according to the deeds done in the body.. , 

TRe late pious Bishop Home, in one of his ser- 
mons says,^' some meti considered as Christians, 
engaged in the Concerns of a better world; and a 
view of their conduct, is really sufficient to tnakea 
thinking unbeliever conclude, that nine. parts in 
tsn pf them either believe no more than himself^ 
or that a statute of lunacy «hottldi)e forthwith ta- 
ken out against them.'* 

I know that freethinkers will divert and harden 
one ian^tfrer with accounts of the had practices of 
such as .|H*etend to believe in Ghrist t so that «uch 
as caU themselves Qhristians, and at the isatn^time 
livfr^ift the open breach qf God^s law^, are strength- 
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eiuitgtile cayse of infidelity. Those) (^dOi Christ,] 
Vfho are rm, With me ar6 against me. 
lam^ 

Atxmtm^Feb. 1«, 180S. J. L^* 

I will defer the temaihdier of Mtrhxal wrote tc 
Mn D, \mtil my next 

I am, I 

Dear i^nd, 

Yorn^si 



, / . /. .*. ■'■ : 'tEfXERX.-, 

XVadly-waVerihii: rolls the dubious mind 
' ?*rbm thought to thought, uncirtaiit ^ttt fts siwc! 

Should i?n^.i*.j.~ 
.'-•*-♦, • * • . f - -• • 

ConviiM^ by truth, the enlightened mind no more 
' Suspends its full, assent ' ♦ 

" bOlLVlE'S PROVIDENCE; 

t WIIX now give you iriy Us 
" letter to Mr. D. ^ 

'^^r, ^ ■ 

Yes, Sir, hy thb great mercy of Cod I am', (a 

ybtt say,) returned to the study of my BiMe. Ya 

may weHbe affected with my Wonderful escap< 

-itom such a dreadful precipice, on the crumbfinj 

briitK of which I long slept. For these last twoo 
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three K^di^'^^^'^^no^ eventoyed tlie s%lit oCtl^t 
jmt of, my private library wliere the booka stand 
'whuth j^dkicedtfie fmrn't^esbopltchf jof.the gp;B- 
pel.-. They: hasiire been txxme' J^ia* the W^fia^md 
I htkr^if^^/modiXktm th^amfj^hbog unci qua^irei 
briars<:ap4 thorny ^ontU my poor beiiigb^, »id 
bewB^eved mmd waa lost In s^ooh a k^yrlmh,, tli^t 
it waanext to iropossibiefoi? me ever to find niy 
v^ out* As I suppose you will be glad to know 
bow so^peat adeliverance was effected, I will give 
yjw a ;5hort account of it. 

Kotwiihstanding Uie bad livte of some infidels of 
my acquaiatance, as I ecMittnt^d to retain a regard 
to decOK^^ honour and )M»iesty» myself ; aod as a 
fev freethinkers are studious> and« to appearance^ 
moral characters, professing to believe in natural 
ffeiigion, vMle, on the ether hand,;! have remark- 
eid that some were guilty of gross enormitiesr who 
yet pi!Q&ssed to believe the luble to be the word ef 
God ; I, for a long time, thought that inEdels were 
as likely to be governed by virtuous principles as 
Q)iist^S were ; the L^iousliyes of^oine preten- 
der^ to Christianity' iQ;some measure tended to 
confirm me in this erroneous conclusion. I waas^U 
moreconlirmedta this opinion by the plausible 
reasQfiing in some infidel witters, who^ asyou 
know, talk much about moral rectitude^ tbeeter- 
nalrule of right, moralobUgation, moral sense^ S^c. 
2cc* Xxird Shaftesbufy goea very far on this head. 
Hejas^rts that viceas much diaorders the mind 
as disease dees the body t whichtuo doubt, ia true. 
He ia^aJso right in^a^mning^ that virtue is moral 
beauty^ and vice moral de&i*mity . iBut his Loid^^ 
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tfaip ^oiB^^ mticib farjker i he, fike ah imietit ^t 
of.^er^iost and nisaiy laoielth m^^smsy *^aLf^ a 

. .p&Tsbi^itS!QBSkceihy^}S^maiA^e^aT^^ 
uig tx> oVerrecK:li dhe Deitf) hj purehsimf^^CirM 
bi^lpitiess with a short. U£b of vktuec . Bse^ ffi$inii- 
at^s that ^ old -4amts> who had reapf^ to ^tke 
recompence of reward, were cunning fe&pker «B(1 
odlf giaed from die fear of hell and ^he hio|>eof 
faesonen.: Mow much is^thois liice the D^vilf s ob- 
jedm 2 Job does .not serve God 4br nm^ht; In 
>anothei; plaeebis liot^dshtp aaflerts^tiaat there fo-no 
iBore nectkiidevpietf^.cK'aan^tyiciacraMinriettos 
i»fi»ined^ thin there iu meelstiess^Mr gentienees 
. in a^ turgor strottgly chained^ oriiMcnwaee and ao- 
Ijantij in a moiikey: under the dkdipliiie of d^ 

winp* . . ... 

If ;^r|ew»dai ppope^nl'to^hmtiads had been 
iilte those {H^msed by ijyfahomet tohii0fi^low«rs, 

* s^mual and irntuptnous;. ihis Lordship woald liATe 
.had4M>me rei^on to objectto their being f»t>posed 
as m^en^es to virtue; bat the iitaa given ua in 
the New TestiHXieiitof the hi^nilneasrifti^&tare 
:8taCeia noblie aiidisublinie. Ittsrepresemed as 
^^' a atat&of cons^minatiahdmess, goddneas^ «iid 
^' pw^i.wherew^ ahaliarmve to^e t>iiepeiifiM:< 

. ^ tto&jDf)ournat«res;:.aiitateinlo'whioh^?w£to^ 
^^ikali jenier iAat d^fieih; vrbcre tiate $,^jpmta 
^ qI tib6'jiistJnre2Riiiltfj^)eil2^^af)d eve^ 

• >^f ^es : ghiii be refined io a won^i^ful degree ; 

*J #here they shall bcissoci^cd to the glorions. 
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^^ %eB&ni ft^sennlily of hoty ^aad happy souls, anU 
" to the Hiost txet^ent pan of God^^ xreadoT), 

^ ^patd baHnoHr; aiid/ifhicih is chiefly to be 
<< con^dere^ly ^hm they shall be adioitted to the 
^' imfiiediste pre^nce dT the Bdty» and shall be 
^^ transformed as far as they are c^Mible of it, into 
^ the idivine likeness, ^uch is the happiness the 
^' goq>6l settetb before us, and which furabheth 
" a motive fitited to work npon tbe worthiest 
'^ imnds. And the being animated with the hopes 
'^ of sdch a reward hath nothing* mean or mercen- ' 
^ ary in it, hot Tstther Is on argument of a great 
« and n<^)le souh" ^ - ,...:.. 

As to the iei^ of pi^i^hnient, hisliordti^lp, al- 
though IncoiiftietiinUy with whdt he iti other pfuces 
muVh {in vol. ii;pag^ srs^his Characteiistics,) 
says,tlHtt although fear is allowed 'to be ever so 
low or base ; ^ yet, retigkm being a di^dfUmey and 
^' pfogre^bftbe soul towsirds perfection, the mo- 
" tiveof the rewjird and punishment is primary, 
" mid crfthe highest mement with us ; fiH %ehvg 
^^ capable of &kore sublisne instructions^' we are let 
*' from this servile state,4o the glorious sertice of 
'' afficcticw and love.'* 

^ It may be idso remarked, that after a wicked 
man has b64n roused t^the^terrofs of the Lord, if 
he continue to obef the gbod luotions of the Spi- 
rit, Ged then giuesMm a tU&n hiort^ md ^tnew9 a 
fight Bfdtit within liiRi* He then begms to love 
Gody and fecMtooffend^him, f<tesc6 be separated 
fipom him andhis^o^ ibr^cten The«earof 
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«,but having, tal^en GQdfor.hUfiQrtiqft/iqvhU su 
prefoe ^a^pinaas, he iove^ God because, Qodjirs 
hv£d A2>n>^d 4iis greatest fear is lestjie. shouk 
4o«by U)ingU>.di8pl€saae.Jkki», . He^cai^ .beartily 

■ . Thoi? j^ my all ! 

My strength in age 1 mv rise in low estate ! 
Kfy sours ambition, pleasure, \^alth \ — My worl^ 
My^ ligi^ in dsrtLneBs i amd my lifb in death i 
My bo4»t through tii^e^ bii^s through eiertiityi ; 

But to return. AUh^oiftgi^ I mUbed hialxirfi 
ship's refined notions of virtuef and far*inan> 
.year% at tiipes^. Ulke^.m^ti in his LovdsUp'i 
st^Ot I fp.nnd Mho!Sj9 .nplio^s linuiSciefttto pre 
serye me from falling intipsoaie. vicious xourMfi 
.Nothing, but the Uelief oftho gospel could induct 
a»9 , entirely to .r^nojo^^ the vices .and follies, o 
the worldy and to Imc gpd^j rigMftmsiy a^d^ 
jfteriy in so ungodly jpd;diMip««d an age* Th^ 
motives held out by -other sy^^tajs !^e insi^flieien 
to. restrain the passions and evil pi^o^ensHies ci 
man. , • » 

Yet was I so attached to infidelity, and so blind 

ed by it as not to believQ its evil taidencyt untl 

, for some time I had observed how muclvthie. xnc 

. rals of m^Ot in every ranM^aad statioOf had auffer 

ed» in a great part of Europe ; .and that efsery km 

of vice was gaining grou^ in^ proportion as infi 

. 4^1 books and principles w^ce di«semins»tedv 

; ^lMm*b^»gen to se^ thMreligioAnnist before liav< 
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^ had gr^at loflttence on the tnonds of mankind^ 
aad in that point of view must be very valuable in 
society ; aikl tMs brought on more setiotxd reilec- 
tion& 

I have for many years taken in several of the 
Eeiiews of hew publicfi^(^is, v^ich are pnbtish- 
ed monthly, and I now began to read some of the 
extracts i^hith the Reviewers make from sermons 
and other books in divinity. In those extracts I 
frequently found weighty arguments in favour of 
chmdanity. About a year i^ast in thb way, dur* 
ing^ which time I was rather in a carebsss sus- 
pense, iatsd yet I was niorfe attentive to my words 
and actions ; and t^y degrees I began to relish di- 
^^oe si^j^cts, and found that they elevated the 
mind and filled the soul with sublime id^as. I now 
b(%ath to fe^d a little In the #ible, and took some 
pl^sureiii it ; and I becarhe nibre and mort} se* 
ridns aiidthotighfful. I had hearty thisfaed a se- 
caad vdlcihft^ of my life, whith I intended soon 
to pubfish. I hoiv read it ovei^ again, and crop- 
ped out and put in again ahd again, ad I thought 
that I had treated serious subjects with too much 
levity ; but after all the alterations I was not sa- 
tisfied that in writing against fanaticism and en- 
thusiasm," I had hot said what might hurt some 
weak diria^ans, or whslt might be by freethinkers 
brouf^ht agaihst Christianity. • I was now also a-^ 
fraid, l^st by rtdkuKhg and feughihg at emhusi- 
asm and fanaitidsm, I a^ibiild not only laugh some 
out of their enthusiasm, b\it of their religion also. 
Fdr these^ and other reasons of the same nature, 
I thought it best not to publish it, by which I have 
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dbappoioted some of m^ lsuagllt^r4ovipg acqimnt- 
iince. 

Asisoqp as I bad acquired a relish for religions 
subjectSt I wished to promote it in others^ and 
therefore began with . Mrs. Lfackington. Mrs. L. 
is in her, moral conduct one of the most perfect 
beings I ever saw, * : j 

Her reason for being so was, " beq^iuse she al- 
way;s thought she ought to be as good as she 
could." She» like some other ladies, had studied 
well, and very well understood the art of dreswg 
elegantly, but had not tl|e.leas( knowledge pf re- 
]]r:ion l)eyond that of being ^s good as she couki; 
and by the bye it were to be wished that all ladies 
even knew. as much. as that. As to going to 
church, or private devptioO) alie could not see of 
what use it could be to her. As she wanted for 
nothings she did i>ot know what she should pray 
for ; she had never done any person any hani^> 
she had never slandered, backbitten, or. ridiculed 
any person, nor did she know that she had; coin- 
mitted any other six), and so^^fae had no neeil^of 
prayinj^ for pardon. 

In this state of affairs I sent to my lat^ partners 
for Seeker's Lectures on the Catechism, Gilpin's 
Lectures on the same, Wilson's Sermpnsv 4 vols, 
and Gilpin's Sermons. These are very plain dis- 
pQurseS) easy to be understood, and calculated. V>| 
leave a very lasting impression on the mind. 
These excellent seri^ons IVfrs. L. and I read to- 
gether, and while they ct^vtpced h^r, that being 
^' 4s good as she could," wa^ perfectly right, and 
df the utmost importance-; yet that there was 

I 
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^mcthing more in i«eligion« They also made roev 
more in love with Christianity. I also sent fcil^ 
Bishop Watson's Apoldgy for die Bib)e,&c. ia 
Lcttel^ to T. Paine ; Bishop Porteus's Compen- 
ditam of the Evidences of Christianity, Butlet^'s 
Divine Analogy. Paley'sEvidencesof Christianity, 
Pilgrim's Good Intent, Pascal's Thoughts, Addi- 
son's Evidences of Christianity, Conijbeare on Re- 
vealed Religion, Madame de Gentis's Religion the 
only Basis of Happiness' and sound Philosophy^ 
vith Observations on pretended modem Philoso- 
phers, 2 vols. Jenkin's Reasonableness and Cer- 
tainty of Christianity, and several others of the 
same tendency. Those excellent defences of re- 
^•etled religion I read through, during which 1 had 
many struggles ; in the begintiing I sometime* 
cried out in the words of Thomas, "Loi'd I be- 
lieve, help thou my unbelief:" before I had read 
out those defences, I was not oiily almost^ but alto- 
gether persuaded to be a christian. And I hope 
that I shall always endeavour to live as becometh 
the gospel of Christ ; and, at times, I feel an 
humble confidence that God has^ ol* will, pardon 
all my past sins for the sake of Christ, and by his 
grace enable me to persevere in well doing to the 
«nd of this transitory life, and then admit me into 
that state where the wonders of his grace, and the 
mysteries of his providence shall be more clearly 
understood. 

Imeant to inform you, that besides those books 
already mentioned, I sent for Bishop Home's 
Sermons, 4 vols. Carr's Sermons, Blair's Ser- 
"iQi», 5 vqjs^ Scott's Christian Life, 5 \q\s. sever 
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ral l^med fiid fttnsible ctpositionft of the Bible « 
IDfklaiet's DictlDnarf of the Bible» with the Frag? 
Ii^ents ; Josephita's Worics, Prideaux*s Cannec- 
iipns) 4 vols. Mrs* H. More's Works, and yaii- 
40Uft other eqixeUeilt Works* For some tiine ooe 
«ermop was read en everjr Sunday^ but soon Mrs. 
L. began to like 4h6my and then two ot three w^re 
fiecid ia the course of the week ; at last one at 
jleast was read every day, aad very often part of 
^me other book in divinity^ as Mrs, I^. said diat 
sUe pr^rred such kind of reading far beyond the 
|-eading of novels. So that for some time wc 
^ave read more books on divinity thaA on aay 
iHher subject ; ayid now Mrs.L, sees very im- 
portant reasons for g^ng to church, sacram'ent; 
.&c. . - 

^ I ain, Sir, 

Your's, &?c. 

JilvtBtQn^^eb. 20th, 180S. J. L.*' 

J have now given the whole of what I wrote to 
Mr. D. and wil! add no more, but that 

I am, 

Dear friend, 

Ybor's. 
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^di?aw3€58j.qeUlc4ii t)l«wlr .#W J^^ur^ ami dark; 
, Remain ; tjjosei hours in frivoloMs pippJoy ,, . 
'Waste not impeHihent j "they ne'er return f 
' 1Sf6r deeiri it dtflrtess to §tand still and patise ^ ' ' 

WKeft<fife«dEteiintj^Iiatfedlttimi^«oW^. •: 

TB£ folkndngHettsrs vrere seiitxo 1T991 
Tbcmghtlessy an isfidei^ Wluse vices brought rma 
OD himself^ atidalsa 00 ikisiftHuly. 
'"Sir, ... . ■ . ••• 

.After so rtany years, you^lvill perfes^s be sur- 
prised to sec my bad hand^Mrriting again— rA 
short time since, I found among Jny books a thin 
folia M&S. in turning-it Jbver, Ifoimd CQpica of let- 
ters ^hich passed between :yoti and me m the 
years 17^77 atid 177^ z I iwad th^m over with 
much concerih asIfdundJnrraomeofiminefto f9u 
I had endeaYoured tQ/wealcen . jroiftr belief In the 
divine authority, of tko: SoriptureS) and some of 
tb« blessed doctrines iKhich they contain. My 
knowledge is very dircunnscdbed nowi but at thpt 
time It vrastnudi mbre to^as 1 wasbut irery little 
£K:^uaimed'mth.Bien9:affed^ie6S:iiritbbooksi ao th^t 
it is Qot^utprising that: I sho«kI. not-. be Able :Xo 
detect the sc^lustical.argtnnenti^ btM othjcr vile 
arts of Chubby Tyndbl; Morgito, Golliosr. Shafeee- 
bury, Vi^aire, 8cc. Nor was it possible tbat I 
i>hould be able to detect the misrepresentations 
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and wrong translations of many texts of acmtturCf 
find of passages .from G^ek and Latin al^ors, 
that are to be found in rt^iv works. The/ n^Mit 
twenty years 1 procured nearly every book in the 
English language that favoured the cause of infi- 
delity^ and employed m«iebof my^^ve time Jn 
reading thbm,^f!tht>utteadiivg the ifitanf able con- 
futations that had been piibllshed to e^ose* their 
folly a^d wickedness; and. as I scarcely ever at- 
tended any placet of dWin^t^^ribip^itwarv^asce- 
)y posdble for me, under these circumstances* to 
return to the path of truth. My vevnnvvras «)so 
Tetidet^'fitore<iiffiaiiU tty my ebhdilci in life^J}!* 
I'fbtl into sonie of j^e'vicies and IbUies o£the^lige) 
and vice never failsAo^diliTe usiuetiier from trutii 
and God. — ifone who indulges himself inr siafvil 
ptacticei» ^ould^ like Hlate^^ ask VVtiat ir moh I 
he does not wait fdriaii antwer^ biit^i3sc»lt«slhe 
coHiVi of Consdence. '^ | 

I>uring those years I. wast also, as yoitknow, 
dalkeri up- V^ith thexonoems of avcrytw^ bm^ 
ness ; andf I ant wtrf to add, the great proft^ 
I that I delved frnnithat-busiiness, rather. tomdi 
to drive fronir ray( thoughts those important *€a 
t^vm with; which' they! should, more or le^s,^ 
'^ays1>e occupiiid. .Dot latn-able to lay, tli 
: aHh^ugfa I got imon^iiery -fiast, paniculavly ^^ 
' thg the two lastybars thatl waa in boainess^ r 
^ lived in^att expcnaivet stylet; yet I jievef i$m i 
loai ray feasomayMadpfxiie thtit riches, oi* « vj{ 
parade, could eveD .make;iit>e> hapiiy. My ] 
hours 'werd mbstdiy. sp^t'tinirfttireident ^at- 
**c*K|ntrv-«houspa Thevol read thosi& |m)ili^ti<j 
• ' : ' ''v ' ; :':t : 'j i:'i''u •," !.;:yJ 
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tJdkt &liT« 4Bie«ii ^eot int« th^WQirid by iivt(]e)^. I 
9ko tbfl^exc^.^petryvp^^i Bjovels, voyages, tra* 

.As I witaAOt lt)JbUiat«d Jby the Jovj^ of ricbesy 
or gifiodcnri ItrWfts .^HK.pte93Ur# {first took P9lH', 
nefn into lay >Yi>ry;,pr9fti^ tiwrfe* pn very ea^y 
t^m&to thesily aod ioen^i^f: tlia^ clnpos^d of tbfs 
whdieccaieen). Ijt4siiow;neaf .eight y^s^^ since 
I fint. retired: to thU piaQe^.nor have] been la 
Loodon.iinfc^ I i^t^ped^ ibar^ of iny business^. 
focjbout tvo^yearaAHd^n half after .} (i^ine herey 
tiid.theii.ti»ilctflLYer the whoil^ to iny cousin^ Mr.. 
George; Laokiogtoii, «d4. ^qsip. g^ntlexoen >vha 
iwresa^rptrtsenbefbrcu . , , 
^liktku tretsNAt^Jl pursued the saine course of 
reaAigyjiatilfljTOs roused from mjL^i^^ss.^^^^^ 
siiwoAt: b)Ff (^imnringittie die«4fMi e&Oa >vbich 
had succeeded the spreading c^ infidelity.. T^e^ 
more Irflfle<^ted>thenAore wa^^ I fiUed with (lori-or 
at. the nMral deptfivily,, U)iat I saw. iojcrei^sing 
aaoi^al) ranksw From thosei reflections I was 
SQDQ kid to d^dudes: that the i^prHs which had 
psoducedsuoh, baleful efiect% mu^ be fatally 
wron^. By degsrees-) laid luy fr^eithinking books 
vkiei, and began (xaee fn^re tO:^dy my Biblc»^ 
^ To assist tiftein that^tudy I sent for several learn- 
edy sensible eoms^eut^ries on the sciiptures^ and 
abo for many t^ier. book MR divii:)jyty, including 
the beet anHwe^s thui b^d be^n made tp wnters on 
the «de of infidelity ^ so th$^.I a^npow convinced 
of theis^ sophistry^ miiir.epT^sentatioQs, unfair quo^ 
t^^ns) «Ki othei: vite arts with which their wof fcs 
;;bomid« 
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I had -a^ 9L^m ^tmi^^iHit <x) Yoc^'i £>iij^t 

are replete with stt^on^ argunseiita^i^^aillsi^itifidKK^ 
itf)So that l^canscai^^lf ihbikitpOtt^fiHrilM 

standing iM'Sot^it^ «lM^^ia^&)ems^^[ad"«&lii«»l 
thetn with plt^rahtMiMi, ^ he^lningvbiinn'' 
cbdof the iF^«>F«l^isaiai^r: Butit^ii^ai me<> 
laftdioly k'ttOi, tliarvie^ grdsttly Unds to- (itttpi]!^ 
the mihd, mid ^^^^en ntake^ us b&ndf^«D divine 
mirths; thcf kte piods fikho|l^«»9e>«4|r%^M^ 

^'er dftt*l»i/e^r thaivtftat whkhi^^tffiipfi^iQdii^ 
</ upon the hei»t of manyni^hfiffi It i»fpm^^^ ft«» 
<<' Gt^)^^i^cf & tut«^ d«^> fp^ni-irr MalMT.* He 
<<' tl^at ^(l#e(h^ilOt> Ckt^ Mrft^th^ iA davfum^ 

• Ms tabertadle .^ - - . r - 

I have for s«ti^ f ^f st^b^^n ap^:)itaalM»d'«dth Ito 
Mitorj ^f Greek:^, ^Bd'wtlh*the vaildas opiniDiis 
of {he Gre(^ pMfo^phtnrs^ y^ifti^ netr and 
pleasing fbrai In which it i^dms^ np m Bar- 
thelemy^s Tr^i^ls of ADaeharsik, ibduced me to 
read it again 4aie!y, ikUd by reading it It was con« 
Brmed in the belief, of th« t^^lis contained iii the 
^spcli The tralf great ^nd goed' men of 
Greece, hundreds Ijfy^eaw. before Chriasi came^ 
discovered that man had depart^d^iCOimhi&origi* 
iial stale of purity ; that h&ppiness in ttiis^ hfe 
nras only to be ^ttaihed bf « virtumw (induct ? 
they also tai^r^bt the intmort^lity of the ^ul, ^ 
futuYe judgment, and that the vfeibus should be 
puni^ied, and the virttioua rewarded in ahother 
world'. 
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(^ecir^yv alfeet t^ diiiibeli^ve tk^ jCbrisUan doc^ 
HiDes. . . Mitf^/ of the. phi^l/MopfM^Sr ^d, otbef 
ffttatmc^ of Greece iai4 Home, wbti U.v«d in t^» 
^netof the AposdeSt »fk4 their immip^iate aucces* 
sors, ^«lioii8d^rery jpfiportunky of Jjnqtiiiing intp 
the tniith/t^.iKhvt th«|r a«B«jned ffO|UBenii|ig Chri3t» 
•h» misadesi ideath, f eiNrrectioSr su»;en8ioD9 hia 
^{Mdnigcbsiailhe :Ho(gr Spiritr^ir^culo^s .gi6s» 
^o. r Th(oae.fhilo8«)f)liei3| •tatesmeo, courtierst 
tUR. w«re so ttiorvugMy convinced of the truth oyT 
vha^ tiiet i^ostles ati^ followers of Chrin a$sef ted) 
and of the ddctdnes they taught* that ihey openly 
pmfesaed themseives .to he christians, although 
tiiey ireifkncivr that li^ so doing they should he 
d^lrived of their rich^i pomp^ and grandeur; 
tti^ gladt}R embraced a llfc of poverty, iguonifey 
and suffering ; and atlast shed their hlood.in the 
glomus casse. 

■ The sicqpifctofg fire, tho racking wbecU 
The scourging rod, aivJ bloody steel ; 

^ach rutblei^s instruflient of pain 
That tyram!}" could e'er devis^, ' 

Or hellish fbcs inflict, were vain. 
To sfaftke the coorsge of the slices! ^ 

The^e hopes no e,arthly tem»rs could subdue ; 
. Consunipaat^ happiness appear'd in view, 

COURTIER. 



OjUT freeth^ikers reject thciniracle&wrougl)^ 
by Christ and his followers, and ye^tlwy would 
have us beUen^e iav greater miracles ; as they 
would persuade, usy^ata^.poor carpenters. son* 
■^ilbowt.^ofcsj.oi: even a place to lay hisr head? 
F 2 
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yet that thfe poor Rbusdess m^^ aM a feir i^ain < 
lishermen, we^aWe, <jfther«i^e1rei^ tolaf^ovm 
the inost' jHtrlteBl^ ftyatchi of tnomlk^.that cwn 
Vas tai^ght hj nidrtals, aAid b)r io d^i%t «xc^ 
dt th^ most' ftonfed) the ^t»e«t -and b^t i«W!g»ri- 
^rs, ami phi!o^pb«rs thict ei^ tlie if&i^dr huii 
'pvodntcd-. tathd^hat those fishemiieti ^ooid gii^- 
tip all their former pfcjtidlces and relin^iotis no 
tiOns, should qti^alt xheir i^end^K aad aeqmaifn* 
anccj and embrace a lifb<lf|ioveErtf, endure un- 
speakable hardship^, submit to- the grefll»8Cisu& 
fetitigs, impdsdnments, aind the M^sfe pdnfiri 
deaths. And vHY thk to propag«ite (aceoii^^ to 
infidels) what they miKtkjiow tohe a falsehoods 

So that mMels who charge Chrt«dans imxh be- 
ing credulous, ai'e far rtwe so thettiselvesy tiiey 
betttg in reality the mtost credolous vbcmgs- in the 
Hvorid. Moreover, infidels know tliat not a parti* 
cle. of divisible matter can perish, yet vkkM they 
have us believe that the soul, which is spiritual, 
immarerial, indivisible, and immortal, can be an- 
nihilated. 

There is yet a ^greater absurdity wltich they 
would have us believe, viz. that millions of effects 
liave taken place without a cause, or tha* sccc^id 
causes may, and actually do exist without a first. 

Now, when you learn that I read and seriously 
reflect as above, I presume you will not b« Tnuch 
surprised that I should again return like the poor 
pixidlgal, and acknowledge that I have -sinned 
against heaven. 

1 mtist also infbrhi you, ifhat f have S€tett 'the 
xnost dreadftile^fects of itffideflty,^urt otilyfemotigit 
:snankind m genial, hut ^^ -^ong^ ¥Sf «c> 
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reetbinktrsf wem uprigJitt lio^est, industrious 
Qiesii, BDil dt «uidi w^re pnosperous^ in. t2»eir. vAri- 
31IS Hbds of i)i|8Uie86 ; o^iurm^ frecthinkert bot 

ratof th^se jfou well know ; their \iie conduct is 
BlMUvteU koc^n to you, nor ax^ y^m ig^¥)rant o( 
iheruiatliatUtty hnnigbton tbem^lvjes and far 
miUtts* I tfaindu yott also kne>v A«B. i»d kis 
brdther;. thef^ it is true, I'etaioecl <;bi^r koiuest 
^rmeiplea 4 -but they learn.e(i veitr b^d h9bit3k took^ 
to«teii]kiBg>and ^ebttucheryv >mch .brought on 
A. B. droadfui disoiiders ; he lived «oi9ie;y ears ia 
a miseii*«hle flfcatQ,fiiid diedjsiboiuittbr^ years since. 
His brother died a yc^ before biiw* You ahot 
know that D. C, tMrued free-thinker near thirt}'' 
years since, shut up his sdiop, l^ft his wife and 
children l- ) the parish, or to the wide world, sunk 
down among the dregs of society in Londbn, and 
about twenty yeare since tiras turned out of the; 
Lock Hospks^ incurable ; when I was in T — n 
last June, he was in thepoor-lKmsc in a miserablei 
state of bodyy and, no do^ibt, of mind also. J. D. 
wltom, with otl)cr jovial compaznons, perhaps 
yoa, when you was in Loiu]on,«U¥, died soon af-^ 
licr that tinae. T. A, ran off, and left five poor 
servant girb with child by him. I hav^e never 
&ince heard of him. I hatrejiot time to give you 
account of others* 

Whiit horrid efiects the principles of freethink-* 
era haye had on yourself, your wife, and brother, 
I leave you to reficct on ^ I must just remark, that 
fou and your brother might now have been geH'* 
'ci^! iradesmenj your wife might have been siftl 
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^HVe aj^ h^{>^9 ahd eacH of y^Mir fimaifies broi^lit 
up in the principles of religion and viittie* 

It is well known> that thousands by becoming 
unbelievers have forsaken their religbus and 
ral halHts, and become depraved and mtseraUe 
both body and mind. Many have been redoes 
to such an extremely wretched state as noitp 
able to bear the miseries which they hadbroagb 
oa themselves, and so have cvA short tbailifc 
%?hich was become a pest to society, and:anu)toI' 
% arable burden fo^themselves. Others have taken 
leave of this world under the gallows, and wm^ 
are in the road to it. I am, Sir, sorry ;tba1 
your conduct has lor many yeirni prevented **inc 
from subscril^g myself, 

Your friend, 

jUvealOTtf jFeb. 25j 1803. J.V 

Although I have transcribed so long' a letter 
jet I must inform you, that soon after R- W 
became a jree-thinker, his wife becigniie not only t 
free-thinker, but s^r^e^actor. They liv^d at sqiw 
ira^te together for many years ; at la$t a separatioi 
took p^ce, but she proving with child while se 
parated from her husband^ to hide her dbgraci 
took something to cause an abortion, which dc 
p^yed her own life- < 

I am, ' 
. . Dear Friend, 
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LETTER XII. . 

The Libertine his folly pbdllament, J 

His blind extravagtuice that made him ieji 
Unfading bliss, and everlasting' crowns. 
Immortal transports, and celestial feasts, 
FiirthethQii: f^leas^re of a fordid nin^ 
f crone fleet BUMn«nt*8 despicjtble joy. 
Too late, aillost, forever lost. 
Gives to his soul perpetual wounds. 

Et Rowr* 
€fhf Conscience, into nvhat abyss of fears 
And hoarora bast thou driven me; out of which 
1 iiod np Wi^,ibon,deept to deeper plungvd^ 

I Wl(yIv.nowtrftn5crib^acop7 of ipy second 
eiiftrtoT^mThoiiglHl^w. . , 

SIR,' ' ' 

Iknqw not of any sight so shocking as that of 
poor self-cojidemncd infid6l on a skK bed. Whilci 
le saffiers the most acute bodily pain, he has no 
wdial to cheer his drooping spirits. No ! hi* 
olnd labours under the most gloomy apprehcrt- 
bns! Those joyous companions with whom he 
ised to dissipate his time and stibstance,' are so 
ir from giving him any comfort, that the sight of* 
ny of them adds to hi3 misery ; he is ready to 
uisethem inthebittei-ness ofhissoul, for hav-* 
ng beep instrumental in perterting bfm. The 
feakcr his body grows, the more streng does ho 
ind that reasoning faculty witliin him, and which 
'ft ftndcd would die with the body. How gladly 
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would he exchange states with his dog that -ftcki 
his burning hand, which in anguish he tlifowi 
over the side of hk bed. W^ien in health be de 
graded himself to a brute, and now he enti^s th( 
beast, aiid loOkis upon him as a superioi* being 
Annihilation, at which one's soul shudder^ aik 
which nature abhors, would now be a happy re 
lief; But he is X,op late convinced that hk soul cai 
never cease to e*ist. Young «ay^ ; 

. Men may live fqpls, b^t fools they cannot dtct 

While in health, and high spiiitSi wkh his ;fi£ep 
tical companions about him» he could laugh ^ re 
ligiop, and at hell) and even pass his jokes on tb< 
awful Majesty of heaven afio eanb 3 ati^eiJi Hi 
existence 4n question i (could represent Christ ai 
.afan£itic> a lunatic, or as a downright impostor 
This shocking delusion is now oytc^ be now $ocli 
that the ^yes and hand eCG0d,^^^)^,lun|t/|^< 
that he must sqon be dragged tahioi %wf^l v^u 
Hal: Now he would give worlds X^ have m inter 
^s^ in that divine Intercessor, whuojmlie ^las so ot 
ten laughed atanddes|ased ; ^lM:k (iespair po^ 
seizes his mind, not a ray of hope cm pierc 
thi'ough the glooipy horrors of his soul » fM*af ^^ 
cannot» nor has <he a wish sa lo do ; his heil is » 
7*eady begun, and he dreads a woi:^e to cprnj^ > a 
ia^t he expires in tort\9resnoc to be described. 

Jn that dresd pptQVQent.bo^ir the frantic isoul 
llaves round the ^alls of her clay tenement, 
l^uns to each avernie and shrieks for help; 
^pt sbf ieks ip vain J-« How vishfiilly she lool;s 
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• On *tt ^o'* leating, now no lortj^ W W 1 
A little longer, yet a little longer, 
t>h might she stay to' wash away her gtains 
And fit hep for her passage '.—Mournful sight ! 
Her very •yoe weep blood ;*-and every groan 
^e heaves is big with horror.w-But the foe, 
Like a staunch mui'd'rer steady to his pui'pofle> 
Pursues her close througli evtry lane of life. 
Nor misses once tlie track^ but presses on : 
Till fepc'd at last to the tremendous vergCj 
At once she sLi^ to everlasting ruin ! 

I did not intend to quote so mvLcky y«t t canlPidt 
help transcrilnn^ the follo\ving narration from 
Dr. Young's Centaur not Fabuibus. 

^'I am abo«t torepi^esent to you i\m last hours 
of a person of high birth and great pans, 

^ The deathbed of a profligate is ne^t in hotror 
to that abyss to which it foads. Aird he that hills 
seen it, has morcf than^Yi^ to ctinfirm him in his 
creed; I see itnow, FtsrwhocaAforg^tii? Arfe 
therfe no flumes and furies f You know not then 
what a gifllty heart can feel. How dismal it is ! 
The two great enemies of soul and body, Sickmis 
?mdSin sink and confound his iiiend ; silence and 
darken the shocking scene, ^ckness Excludes 
the tight of heaven; and sin its blessed hi^. 
\0k! d(n^edarkneatl 

^ See, how he lies, a sad deserted <mtca^, on a 
Harrow isthmus, between time and eternity 1 Fox" 
he is scarce alive. Lashed a'nd ovierwhelmM on 
one side, by the semte of s'm ; :on tl^e %>iher, by 
the dread of ^unishroejit ! Beyond th^ rtach ^( 
Ii;»insm help, and in despaif of divipe i 
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^Thc g^Dfet of Ms tniird«*cd tibfe, (f^r m^ 
more is left)" all stained "with folly, and gash< 
tvitK vice, haunts his distracted thought. , Co 
ficience^ which long liad slept awakes. . It^ la 
soft whispers are thunder in his eai«; fitid £ 
meaits of grace rejected, c5^ploded, ridictiled, 
the bolt that strike's him deiid.. He liesa wfetcl 
cd wreck of man on the shore of eternity » ai 
^he next breath he draws blowajiim oEintojruin 
* The greatest profligate is, at least, a mome] 
tary saint, at such a sight; ior this is a- sight )h; 
plucks off the mask of folly, strips her of her iga 
(disguise, which glitters in the falsufc lights iif ih 
"worid'^ fni^mnu^ry, and makes her i^ear :to b 
folly, to the^gr^test fooL 

Ms i^t t}ie dpath-bied of a profiigate the too: 

j^atural and powerful antidote jbr the poi3txn ( 

:l)isexatT)ple ? H^s not the biKti^ed scoriHOfi-th 
•^ouud it;^ye ? Intends not Heaven^ that^tnic 

/with.^he tei-ror* of such an exit, we should ;prc 
•vide c^itinforc for our own? WoiiW lip| Jbe,.jijirli 
departs, obdurate from it, continue acfomfeit 
^Ibpngh Ofie rose from the dead ? : For. such a seen 

; p^Uy dr^w» aside the curtain that divides. ttiD 

.^dfjaturity:, ind. iu some, measure glvefi t 
sight that/rcm^(/c>tt«, of \*hich'iTe,only had'th 

;;<flQble reportLbefoce. . 
0^;:* A'?l i^gfinmng profligate* though «V«i/, -oui 

ijpx^^he^ the most celebrated that tlie/pu^it eve 
^knew : jbn^ if h^ •jteak$^ his word might instruc 

^^he bi^st instructors of mankind*— *Mixt in th 
warm conversss of life, ,We ^lipk with m^ r on | 
fjpa^h-bed ivith Cod, 
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' The sad evening before the death of that noble 
youth, whose hist hours suggeste<l these thoughisj 
I wa$ with him. No one was there^but his phy» 
* siciao,and an intimate wiiom he k)Ved» an;i whom 
^ he had ruined. At my coining in he said^ You 
' and the physician are come too late— I have nei- 
ther iife nor hope. You both aim at miracles-— 
you would raise the dead.' 
' I said, Heaven was merciful.— i( He replied,) 
^ Or I could not have been thus p^uilty. What 
ha^ it not done to 3/e».? wnd to' save me? I' have 
been too strong: for Qmnipotcnce i 1 have plupk- 
eddown ruin.*' 

* r smd the Blessed Redeemer. — (On which 
he said,) 

* Hol4 ! Hold I You wound me !~That is the 
rack OB which I split — I denied his name/ 

* Refu^ng to hear any^ thing from me^ or take 
any thing €rom the physician, he lay silent, as 
far^n sudden darts of pain would permit, till the 
dock struck. Then he with vehemence cried 
ontf 

» Oh, Time ! Time ! It is fit thou shouldest 
thus strike thy murderer to tlie heart How art 
thou fled for ever ! — A month ! Oh, for a. single - 
^eek ! I ask not for years ; though an age were 
too little for the much I have to do.' 

'On my laying. We could not do too much: 
that Heaven was a blessed place !^He said) . 

* So much the worse. 'Tis lost ! Heaven is to 
me the severest part of hell.' . 

* Sooa after^ I proposed prayer. (On which he 
said ^ , 

O 
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*Pray you that can. I never pray cd.-i-N0r 
need L Is not heaven on nty side idready ! It 
closes with my conscience. It's severest stft>kes 
bilt secortd my own/ 

* His friend being much touched, even tb tearsi 
at this (who could forbear ? I could not,] with a 
most ^ectkmate look, be Said 

^ Keep those teai^ for thyiclf. I have undone 
tliee. — Dost weep for me ? Thiit's cruel. What 
tm pain me more V* 

* Here his friend, too tnuch affectedy would have 
left him. But he ssdd, " No, stajr, T/iou still 
inaycst hofie. — Therefore hear me. How mt6^^ 
I have talked ? How madly thou hast listened 
asKl believed ? But look on niy present state, as 
ft fuH 'answer to thee and myself. Tfiis body is 
all weakness and pain ; bat my soul, as if stung 
up by torment to greater strength and spirit, is 
full powerful to reason ; full tnighty to suffer. 
Anti that which thus triumphs within the jaws 
of mortality, is doubtless immortaL — And as for a 
JDeity, nothing less dian an Almighty could inflict 
illiat I feel.' 

* I was about to s^eak, wh^n he very passion- 
ately said. 

* No, no ! let me speak on. I have not long tc 
speak. — My much injured friend !^my soul, m 
miy body, lies in ruins ; in scattered fragments 
of brokenthought ; remorse for the past throwjJ 
*iy thought on the future. Worse dread of thd 
future, strikes it back on the past. I turn, an<^ 
-turb, and find no ray. Didst thou feel half thd 
ttiountain that is on mc, thou wouldst stru^gglej 
with the martyr ibr kin stake ; and bless heaven 
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for the Sameft :*l-thal is not an everlasting tede 
— »that is not an unquenchable fire.' 

* How were we struck ! Yet soon a^r^ still 
more J With what an eye of flistractioi} with 
what a face of despair, he cried out) 

^ My principles have pmsoned my friend ; raf 
extravagance has beggar ed my boy : «iy unkin4« 
ness has murdered my wife ! And ia there ano- 
ther hell I O thou blasphemed) yet most indu!- 
|:;ent, Lord God \ Hell itself is a tefuge» if it hides 
rae from thy frown/ ^ 

^ Soon after his understanding fidled. His ter- 
lified imaginaticm uttered horrors not to be repeat- 
ed, or ever forgot. A^d €re the sun arose, the 
gaf) young, noble, ingenious, accomplishedi and 
moat wretched Altamontex{»red/ 

Man, foolish man ! no more thy soul deeeive ! 

To die is but the surest way to live. bkoome. 

I believe we should have many such dreadful 
examples on record, were clergymen called to visit 
the death-bed of infidels, as in this case ; but few 
infidels ^1 consent for that to be done ; for £(K 
though they may see that they have been fatally 
misled; yet a state of dcsperatiMi will prevent 
tbem from calling on God themselves, or request- 
ing any one to do it for themi But to return to 
niygelf, I must inform you, that it was not by 
merely reading of defences of Christianity, &c, 
that I was enabled to discover its truth, and be- 
IWve its doctrines. I was for some time in a 
state of suspense, doubt and distraction. But 
soon the pure precepts of the gospel began to have 
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spme iniliaence c^ mf life and ccmveivatioii ; as I 

perceived that the morality taught by Christ was 
in faiUjjly right* and i resolved to regulate my con- 
duct according to his instructions, at least as much 
as I couid : I left oft* cursing and. swearing, Blthy 
taking,, ^c. By caution, 1 soon was. able, in a 
great measure, to refrain from breaking out into 
violent .. paasion^ on small : provocations : to be 
abort, I endeavoured to re;sist every evil.propensi- 
ty and disposition, and I prayed for divine assist- 
ance to enable me so to do ; amd .soon found my- 
^^elf.much freed from evil words, actions, and 
thoughts ; ^aiid. ^und much satisfaction in my 
inindx>ntbeing able to Conquer bad habits. 
[,,d hadiOot long* lived as much like a ChristiaD/as 
I couldi beiore^ 1 began to beiievfi like one. The 
words of Christ were verified in me. Jfi saith 
he, ye ivill do the will of God-, ye shall A:n»«' of (he 
doctrines which I tcachy whether they be rf God. 
And 1 cannot help believing, that such as truly 
and sincerely perjp^m their duty towards God 
and man> willy bysom^ means orothev, be l^d to 
tj^e^ knpwiedge and belief of all such truths as ai'e 
a^spliit^ly necessary ^o be beiicyed. But wniic 
)fe are guilty of impiety towards G^ and of doit?g 
to our ncigt^bQurs as we woidd^ not that they 
^ould do to u% it is np welder if we nhoMJidever 
ke le(^rning^ un4 neiAer be oMie to come to the knoaV' 
Mgeqfthe truth. , 

By tlus time I can scarcely think it possible for 
you no^ to see t^ at the Cliristian has very great 
gdvan^ag^s ov«¥ an infidel: Infidelity tepds to 
4f5grade a?i4.sink the man to a ,brvvte. ChristiaB- 
ity dignjuBes and exalts its votaries to the skies. 
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-Mui alt imraorUl, hi^l I 



H#i), hefiy'n-nAU*|^Ti3h of strJM^ge ffiftg to man I 
T\u^ iH thie^lory ; nuMi's the TOundl^ss l^Uss : 
Oh, may I lineatlie no'longer than I breutlie 
My soul in praise to him, who gave ray soul, v 

And aU liei' infinitfii of prospect fait*. dr. voun#« 



OevotioTi elevalts the soiil to its native digmty t 
when renewed by divine grace it as naturally teiula 
to tke great source ofks huppinesS) as fire does 
towards tke susb or as waters towajrds the %p9u 
Wiule others are saying, WhQ mli shew its qmf 
good / Who will shew us the way to be happy I 
TheChiistiaii sayS) 14ft up thou ihe Hght of thy 
€$untemmce viion nt. You know where it is also 
saidy that G^ ivUl keefi Mm in perfect peace whose 
mndi$ stayed upon hm* In all these changes 
and ttottbles of this mortal state, he has a divine 
cordial to refresh ^i)d cheer his spirits when weak 
and faint ; , even death itself cannot terrify him 
who sted&stly believes in him who is the resurrect 
tisn and the life. No one ever heard of a christian 
that was troubled, or terrified in his conscience 
wfa^i he cane to die, for having been a chi^isdan ; 
but on the contrary, tens^ of thousands have in 
their last hours, set th^ seal to the truth of its 
divine doctrines, and have quitted U^is Uie in cet^ 
tfdn hope and joigfiul expectation rfa blessed mmor* 
tdUty, 

Tlie chamber where the good man meets his fiite 

Is privileg'd beyond the co9imon walk 

Of virtuous life, quite in the veige <^f heaven^ 
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Before I bid you fate well for erer , I^bej^ yon t^ 
excuse my giving you the trouble of reading two 
such long letters, as I could not rest satisfieil in 
my mind, if I had notinformed you of the altera- 
tion that has taken place in my seiitiments, and 
of course in my life, i hope that ymi also %vill 
see what a dreadful delusion you have for so ma« 
ny 7ears been under. Should - tiiat not be the 
cftse, I would wish you to remember that a 
christian has greatly the advantage of you. Were 
it possible for liim to be in a delusion, it. must be a 
happy delusion that > SL&wd» such sources of com* 
fort in this state of existencet and even in the hour 
of death. And in case there should be 90 future 
state, you will not be able to laugh «it him. But 
should the in&delbe in a delusion i Xhe dye^ the 
fatal dye will then be cast, and all will be lost 
for ever i . ' » r 

lam) Sir) 
i- Yours, 

Although I have transcribed this very kurig let- 
tert yet i must inform your- that the person te 
-^hom thb, and the, preceding oae were wrote, 
leads so bad a life, 'that I have but small hopea 
thatthey willmakeany lasting impression on him* 
lam, 

Dear Friend, 

YourV 
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'LETTER XULl/ . 

— J **' Those dtoulfol dangjera ]»ast» 

** Knowledge will 4Awn and ble3» Sie j»kd at last? 

NOTmsmy mHies from tbis place livflis my oI4 
riend Dick Thritty , w ho Was introduced to you 
n a fonncr letter. I lately paid hini a visit, and • 
K}oti suspected' that son^e attoration liad taken 
)Iace in Dick'^ sentiments from the change which. 
[ perceived in his conducts ' I inibmied you that 
tfter Dick commenced freetHit^ry he was not 
uways able to resist the tei^ptations of immodest 
vomen. At this interview I remarked that he 
^asdisgusted with a genteel dressed 'man for ba- 
ring' talked loosely in the absence of the ladies ; 
iie repeated the two well known lines of Pq)e - 

Immodest w^ords adniit of no defence. 

For -want of decency is want of sense. - ,' : 

lalaoob^r^ed that he was displeased with ano'^ 
Lber of the compafiy for speaking disrespectfully 
t»f the dergy.in general. *< Whenever I hear (said 
t)ick)a©y person vilify the clergy as a Jx>dyv I 
im obliged to ccinjDhide thathe is notofily an en- 
emy to reB^ion^ but also a foe to fnoralityi and of 
course a very great enemy ta society. I think it 
is Addison who says, That such as are prejudiced 
aj^nst the names religiont church) priest^ and 
tiie like, should consider the clergy as so many 
philofiopbers) thachurcheaaaschoolsy and theil* 
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sermons aft leetoses, for the refeiliuitiaD andiif 
provement of titoir audience. How wouid ibi 
heart of Socrates or TuUf have rejoiced^ bad the] 
lived in a natioa where tiie law had made- provi 
sionfor philosophers to read lectures of morality 
and theologyi every seventh day, in several school 
erected at the public charge, through the who! 
country ; at wfalch lectures, afi ranks and seitei 
without distbctioii, wer» oUi|^ tohepr^MS 
Cbr their ^neralimprpvei&ent. • Ai^wh^wick 
ed wretches wo^ ikcf think those men wi» 
shoukl endeavour to defbat the purpose of so cB 
vine an in^itulloii l** 

I was also, g^ to find that Dich was a grea 
encouragerof Sondaf-sckoic^) and also of 1^ 
fchoolB for the pooi: who are unabie topj^fb 
their children's achooliag. -^He infdrmed me thi 
^ome gentlemen of his aeighborhood Were avera^ 
to such schools^ merely l^ause they wished na 
to subscribe a trifie towards their support : aiu 
yet, said he, those gentlemen think themselvei 
chrbtians f 

It perhaps may appear I'^her odd, but I re 
member that, many years ^i^, £^ek, although 
freethinker, never liked to€«^iMl)otfghtlessyoun| 
men speak against religion, ^uir would even tak 
paioato convince them that they were ignorant (| 
what they were finding &ult wUh ; that they wei^ 
enemies to religm b^use it condemned then 
for their irregulantles« He would even tell ihen 
that they were only planting thorns in their sici 
or death«beds« I even recollect that when a youm 
lyian Hvas once argiuhg againat the being of tM 
E>eity9 ImJent UmKnl^t on the Bc^ anfl 
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Attributes of God, and very seriously advised him 

read it with attention ; and this loo at a time 
rhcn he was very sceptical himself : But I 
iiongly suspect that Dick is quite altered in hisi 
dDciples. 

Formerly, Dick used to assert that all the pre* 
epts of morality- contained in the- gospel were 
aught by the heathen phiiosophei^. But now he 

1 convinced of bis mistake,' and he has discove;red 
hat their best precepts were derived from diviiie 
evefation, parity through the Jews who were 
cattered amongst all nations, and partly from the 
}id Testament after it was translated into Greek, 
fosephus has fully proved 'this point. 

Formerly, Dick thoilght: that Socrates was a 
nore exalted personage than Christ ; now he as- 
sertf^ that Christ was a far superior character to 
iocrates, and that the morality, whip h he taught 
b the niost pure, and best calculated to make 
Mankind happy~that a nation efr^fl^ christians 
p^ould be a heaven upon earth. 

Some years since, Dick would talk much about 
he cliar^iinf? liberty ©f thinking freely, enjoyed 
»y such as sfeake off the fetters which priests had 

Eveted on mankind ; now he does not scruple to 
;k«owledge that, upon the whole, he thinks a 
!cal christian has greatly the advantage, even in 
Sus life% of the unbeliever.' I can, (said he to a 
[rietid one day) almost belie\'e Bishop Home's 
iescription of the Christian reiigioStj. .He then 
:ouk down a volume of the good Bishop's ser- 
fnons> an(i read the following passage : 
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^ A FcK|;ioii cheerful in itsetf, and making tibsi 
^cheerful who strc partakers of it ; cheerftil ii 

* trouble ; cheerful out of trouble ; cheerftil whih 
^ they live ; cheerful when they die ; cheerful h 

* iisittg well the blessings ©f this life ; cheeribi fa 
^ expecting the blessings of the next ; cheerfti 
^ through paiii, while "they betievc'in the grea 
^ and prec^us promises made to them ; cheer ft 

* through hope, which depends on their accom 
<plishment; cheerful through charity, in doini 
^ acts of mercy and loving kindfiess^ti^l they cozni 
< to that land .of plenty, where none shaU want 
*' to those regions of joy from whence sorrow shal 

* be for ever excluded/ 

While my friend Dick was reading the abovi 
passage, he seemed animated; he was mucl 
more so while I read the following lines from Di 
Young's Night Thoughts. 

To wiaetched man — — -*- -~ — . — 
Religion ; Providence ; 9^ afler-state ! 
Mere is firm footing ; here is solid rock ; 
This can suppovt MSi aU is sea bitsid6s» 
^ Slnk^ itfider us ; l^storms sn4 the^ devours. 
His band the g&^mmi fastens on the skies, 
And bids earth, roll, nor teels her idle whirl- 

Believe, and shew' the reason of a man ; 
Selieve, and taste the pleasure of a g^ ; 
Belbve,^ and look with i^easure on the tt>Eihu 

Dick is raCher shy in discovering what his rea 
sentiments now are ; but from what Ibavenc 
tic6d I have reason to think that he is really con 
winced of his errors ; and that if he already is no 
a christian) be wishes to become one. But whci 
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i perfi^ lifts oiice gbne sttch lengths ill infidelitf 
^ Dick had) it is hard to return te that {mi^, open 
iixi{»licit7 which the |;osi>el requires of such as 
)ro£Bss to belieye its doctrines. As Dick's con- 
rensatioi^ is different from what it used to be, so 
ilso is his conduct) as I remarked in many in« 
•lances. His compassion lor the labouring poor 
lS much increased) and he does much good among 
ibem ; he not imly relieves such as apply to himy 
buc he inquires after objects of distress ; and) at 
ihe same time> he is careful not to encourage 
idleness, drunkenness^ &c. 

Mr. D. and Mr. C. wei^e near Beigbbours to 
each other, and acquaintances of Dick ; these ' 
p^ghbours had conceived great animosity to each 
Dt^r ; Dick set about reconciling them, ^ne 
day » when Mr. D. was speaking very ill^aturedly 
of Mr. C. Dick desired him not to bear Mr. C. 
<^ much ill-will, for, ssadhe, I have heard Mr. 
C. speak very well of you. Thia softei^td Mr. 
13. a good deal. At another dme, Mr. C. was 
very vic^ent in his conversation agsdrist Mr. D. 
Dick adVisetl him to forget and forgive, as he 
bras persuaded Mr. D. had done; he speaks 
kindly of you, and is, I hdieve, ao^y that trifles 
Vioiild so long have interrupted ^csod iveighbour- 
iood between you and hinli. By this method 
pick in a short time made ihem bttter friends 
Wian they had ever been before, Btet^ed'Uthe 
^race'fnaker^ saith Christ. Dick 4s a^ll hapjiy if 
he can reconcile any of his acf^jufedntaAce to each 
other ; but he now Will not effect it by aaying 
what is iibt stritUy true, ashedidih the above 
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ihstances ; h« seems to kiiowtkftta]|i(i«i]ttuS 
mt lie even for God. 

I am, 
Dearfiiendi Yours. 



LETTER XIV. 



The virtues grow on immortality,' • 

Th At Root destroy'd thfey wither und expire. . 

A Deity believed will nought avail ; 

Jfievtardt and puHishm^nts make God ador'd ; 

And hopei and /ears give conscience aU her pow*r. 

DEAR FRIEND, 

IN giving you my further observations oi 
Dick Thrifty, I will contioilie to set them down & 
nearly as I can, as they occurred. | 

I found him one morning with Law's Seiioui 
Call to a Holy Life, and Tayjor's Holy L.iyin 
and Holy Dying, by his side ; in his hand wd 
the Whole Duty of Man. What I a philosoph^ 
reading the " Whole Duty of Man ?" Had y^ 
been reading Puffendorf's Law of Nature, 
should not have wondered at it. The reply w« 
** Let me. tell you it. is worth any pJiilosopher] 
reading ; frond what I have read of it, I tbiok i 
an excellent wprk " I confe§se4 that I. had rca 
but a small part of it ; but from what I had reu 
it appeared to me to.be a very good work ; I ha 
sold thousands of tjj^at book> an4 scarce knew c 
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any w>rk'tliat ever haiA '«o great and lafttbig" u 
sale, it being a century and a half since it was 
first published : the other works of the same au- 
thor have also had a great sale : his Causes of the 
Decay of Christian Piety should be read more 
than it is : his 'Ladi^a^ Calling, and his Gentle- 
man% Calling, are now much neglected, as most 
of our ladies and gentle ineii^ have calling^ of a ve- 
ry different nature^ or i-athcrj as it appears, have^ 
no^alUng at all. '. 

Taylor's Holy Living atid t)ying, he, said, wa^' 
also an excellent work* lalso joined in its praise. 
LaWy ki his Serious CaH, he thought, had some 
of tbe most convincing arguments he ever met 
with, and his characters were master-pieces of the' 
kmd. 1 said that I had lately l^ad it With great 
pleasure, and I hoped witlisome profit." 

Buti Dick, have you discarded the old heathen 
moralists? 

** No, I believe I shall sometimes dip into them 
as long as I live ; I think, with you, that I haV& 
derived much benefit from reading them.'* 

I told him, while I was reading Seneca, Plu- 
tarch, Epictetus, kc. I had often, fancied myself 
a great philosopher, and conceited that my passi- 
I ons were subdued. 

" Why.that is just my case, and perhapsan hour 
after I have indulged those fine ideas, I suffer an 
old woman, or a sei'vsuU to disturb, or even 
destroy my fine philosophical tranquility ; and 
then I am ashamed to find myself such a poor 
weak mortal." 

. . ** Virtue is kept alive by oeire and toil." 
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Dick coiitioue^y -' X now haveofteaTecourae (p 
divines ; they write like men having authority^ 
and they adduQe stro;\ger motives for us to subdue 
'or rcguj^te our passions aod ten^pers ; and^I thk^ 
they ^i^ve much vfiDfQ influence on my. conduct 
than tho mere reasoning of the indent philoso- 
phers. You know ths^ formeily I read pretty 
much divinity, and although, the intimacy w^ 
long.hroken ofF, by my having coi^tract^d an.aTer- 
sion to these pious writers, because they thi^eaten- 
cd freethinkers wit}i , hell ; yet we are become 
good friends again : so that whenever I look into 
any of those books, it seems like calling on an old 
sensible acquaintance that X had pot seen ibr ma- 
ny year§ ; ^I ^m nji^u^h pleased while conyersjing 
on old subjects ; and, though X might not approve 
of every thing he says, yet the conversation upon 
the whole may be pieasing apd improving/* 

Dick, said I, you used to be open and above dis- 
guise ; I have freely confessed toyoa, that X have 
sincerely repented of my long appstacy from the 
truth, and humbly hope for pardon and 'salvation 
through that Saviour whom you and X despised : 
tell me, are not you^iJso convinced of your error ? 
Are you not in heart a christian ? 

'' J^ An honest Derst, where the gotpel shmes, 
'< Matiu**dtonohler in the chmtian ends.'' 



" I confess," he replied, "that my sentiments 
are much altered, as you must have perceived^ 
You and X have often read the same books, and 
made the same observation^ on m^n and thin^ ; 
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so tfeact ^6u t^iUnot be much surprised if I have 
keen affected pretty much like yourself, by re* 
marking the same events. I shah carry my re- 
marks further back than you have done. You 
know that before the Frencli revolution took place 
I had some young men and boys in my house as 
apprentices and shopmen. I have reason to think 
tli^t those young people were not ignorant of my 
sentiments ; for as they dined with me and my 
friends, they must have, at times, heard free con- 
versations, jokes on priests, Sec. if not worse : 
for although I was not fond of propagating infi^ 
delity> yet frbm my friends, and perhaps fr#m 
myself also, they must know that I paid no atten- 
tion to religion. It is also likely that they read 
my free-thinking books. They also knew that I 
didnotattend at any place of worship, nor did I re- 
quire them to do it; that my whole family spent 
Sundays in idle amusements. Those young men 
kflme, and began the world without any sense 
of religion. Several of them, I believe, were 
free-thinkers ; nearly the whole of them dissipa- 
ted the whole of whcyi property they had of their 
own, got into debt, and became bankrupts. But 
though I saw the effects of infidelity in them, I 
was notpmperly affected by it. But since the 
French revolution, when I perceived the sad ef- 
fects produced by the spreading of infidelity I be- 
gan to think more seriously on the consequen- 
ces ; but I was not fully acquainted with the ex- 
tent of its mischief, until I came into the country 
to live, and found that it liad infected all rank^,- 
from the castle to the cottage. 
-*' A new world rises and newfcanners reign?* 
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^*G«mlemen^s scrvante, haviag beci^ taugte-iiH 
fidelity in JLoiKion> and while waiting at iMe, haY< 
spread the contagion tbixHighout tlic region of 
their acquaintance. Paine 's Age of Reason^^ 
been handed from cottage to cottage. The hpnest 
and industrious part of the poor, amidst their 
porerty and afflictions, used to derive gr^at con- 
solation from the hopels of a better worid to 
come ; but Paine and Co. have dcprivied them of 
their only comfort and support, and left them 
discontented with their station, and ready for mis- 
chief. Many that used to be constant ^t chuitiii 
on Sundays, now go to the ale-house, where thef 
encourage one another in irreligion and vice.— - 
Many that used to read their bibles inordeprto 
become better husbands, better fathets, better 
subjects, better neighbours, &c« now, if they look 
into it at all, it is only to ehdeavour te turn it into 
ridicule. , 

" The hope of heaven, and the fear of hell, I 
now am fully convinced certainly had very great 
influence on* the conduct of thousands, who now 
laugh at any talk of the day ^of judgment, heaven 
and hell ; and having got rid of those resu^aints, 
they indulge themselves in one vice after another, 
until no wickedness is too bad for them toconi* 
mit/' ' ' 

In proof of what you asseit, (I replied) permit 
me to pform you, that about two years ^ce I 
made an excursion into the West of England ; 
happening to spend a few ho;urs in a large town 
through which I passed, I called on a very re- 
spectable tradesman, an old acquaintance of n»ine. 
While we were conversing in his shop on tijc 
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l^eat prefaleiiee of uifidclhf and its iiainoral teft- 
deneyt one of his neighbours, a very decent look- 
ing numcame in, who, I leaant in the course of 
conversation, hod lately been a very wicked infidel 
a&d a rebel) but had repented of his infidelity, and 
was become a loyal sul^ect and a pious christian. 

He inibrHied us, that while he ilved in London, 
(which was about four or fire years before this 
cooversadon) he worked in a shop with twelve 
otlier men, eleven of whom and himself were in- 
fidelS) and that the whole of them were rebels. To 
such a height of wickedness and in&tuation had 
these poor wretches arrived, that six of them set 
oat one day with a fixed determination to kill — 
a oenain person. In the Strstnd, one of the most 
desperate of these execrable villains wds taken so 
very ill as to be able to go no further; but this did 
iH>l deter the others^ but on they went to perpe- 
trate the dreadful deed, which they would have 
effected) had not an uncommon circumstance ta- 
ken place whicli prevented the horrid crime from 
being committed. This circum^ahce I cannot 
relate, as the mentioning it would discover the 
person they intended to murder. 

I also observed, that the doctrine of rewards and 
I punishinents were taught in a confused and im- 
perfect manner by the old heathens ; that the bet 
lief of those doctrines, and the fear of the aveng- 
ing gods, had very great influence on the moral 
conduct of mankind in general : and it is wortl> 
remarking that Juvenal, in his second satire, im- 
putes the shocking and detestable crimes which 
disgraced Rome in his days to the infidel notions 
that then prcvwled among ^cm^ 
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^T\m»^ the sy»tem ofv Pagapi$iiii»jmt]^ 
condemned by re^scm and scripture^ «yet it aaso- 
med) as true, severai pituaciples pf the first iis* 
portance to the preservation of public loamiepft^; 
such as a persuasion of invisible power^ of the fal- 
ly of incurring the divine Vengeance for the altaitt* 
mentof any pi:esent advantage ; andtbejdIviBe 
approbation of virtue : so that) stdcUy speaking^f 
it was the mmure of tr^th in it ivhich ^ve it iJJ 
its utility $ which is well stated by, the great and 
judicious Hooker^ in treating on this subj^ot 
^ Seeing therefore it doth thus appear/ $ay$ tbfit 
venerable author, ^ that the safety of aJl states iIb- 
pendeth upon religion ; that religion ui^^feigned- 
ly loved perfecte^h man's abilities unto all kin<^«f 
Tarious services in the commonwealth ; that 
man's desire iS) 'in general, to hold ,no religion 
but the tnie ; and whatever good effects do ^rqm 
out of their religion, who embrace, instead of the 
true, a false, the roots thereof are certain parte 
of the light of truth, intermingled with the dark* 
ness of error ; because no religion but one cm 
wholly and only consist of truths, we have reason 
to think that all true virtues are to honor true r^ 
Ugion as their parent, and all welUord^red com- 
monweals love her as their chiefest stay*"-^Ec- 
cles. vol.xiii. 5. 

That arch infidel Voltaire, who has been one of 
the greatest enemies to the cause ofreligioni in 
bis Philosopher's Dictionary, under the woi:d 
atheism, say^, '^ But wi^h submission to Flvt* 
tarch, nothing can be more evident, tbapthat it 
was better for the Greeks to stand in awe of Cere^ 
Neptune, and Jupiter, than to be under no maimer 
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ofttive) the' sftcT^nedS of oatba is iiia»!ilest 9M 
nec^asjary; and they that hold that perjuiy witt 
be {mBiahedt are certainly more to be trusted than 
thoMeiWho tfamk a^se oath will be attended^with 
no4U coBseqoencet* It is beyimd aJlque^ionr 
that in ftpiriiced city^ even a bad reltgion is better 
than.iione* V-The Senate ef Jlonie^ whidi abnc^st 
totally cGi^sitcd of Atheists,, both. ii» theory and 
pnictice^ believing nether inprovi^iici^ nor 'a 
fatitre state. Itv^asa meeting of pMloso^hei'St 
of i^otai'ies of pleasure and ambition ; all very dan* 
geious sets of men, and who, aetordingly^ over- 
tuKiedrtybexepublic.'' > • 

^I would not willingly lie at the mercy of as 
atheistical. pnnce^ who might think it his interest 
to have me, pounded in a mortar : I am certain it 
would lie my fate. And* were la sovereign, I 
weuld not have about me any atheistiiial courtiers, 
whose interest it^might be to poison me, as then I 
nm&t every day be talcing alexipharmics ; so ne- 
cessary is it both for princes and people, that their 
imnds be thoroughly , imbued with an idea of a 
Supreme Being, the Creator, Avenger, and Re* 
warder." • 

This subject is now no longer to be disputed at 
lall, as- we have seen such dreadful effects of infi- 
delity since it has been propagated among the 
people at large* 

** I confess, (said Dick) tliat I was long in an 
error on this head. I, like many other freethink* 
ersy on observing that fraud and other vices were 
conKmh^ed by such as passed for Christians ; and 
that among those whp \vere sceptics, I knew se v- 
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«ni ivbwi I ^KMight hoocat me^ I too readBy 
QMchided, that the belief or disbelief of a fuum 
eUite Jba^ but little j^ m Inflaence on 8ocie^» bd^ 
efaoold I ever hairabeai coDvinced of my ^n»M 
Iwtforthei&aiiners.ofthe times* The^vite prac^ 
tices of some who cell themselves christkHti« may 
easUy be accounted for ; afi^rett number of thos« 
liave scarce vnx more religion than horses ; th^ 
live imcMie asigiionAtAndsti:^]^ with regard to 
<tivine sfd>jbcts as hogs. So thi^ in fact thojr catn* 
net be sflod to believe oi^ dkbelieve in ckriatiflnityi 
although they are denominated.ehristians. I havd 
reason to believe that there aretboaMndsin £lig- 
laBd w^o never "were in any ^ace of divine wor- 
ship in the whole coarse of their lives $ and many 
of those that do by chance go into a church) kmnv 
no more of the matter than such do as never go 
at all. And there is great reason to think tlux 
many who pass for Christians are atheists in pHn- 
cipleSf as well as practical knaves. A certaia 
auUior «ayS| '^^ I know there are in notion and 
princi{de, as well as in practice, who think all 
honesty as well as religion, a mere cheat ; and by 
a very consistent conduct, reasoning, have re- 
solved deliberately to do whatsoever by power or 
art they are able for their private advantage. Such 
as these never open themselves in friendship t<» 
others. They have no such passion for truth or 
love of man^nd. They hate no quarrel with 
religion or morals ; they know what use t^ make 
of them both upon occasion. If ever they <fis« 
cover their principles it 'ts only at unawares, they 
ace sure to pieaph up honesty^ and go to churoii.*' 
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^ I ura^fcite!^ iM of a gtodi^^. mha^nofa^Siin- 
Bjr-evening used u> call kk shopima^ jmd ad* 
resa bkn m the foltowkig fluotticr r ^* Johny bave 
Gfu put the dii^ berries -wi^ the cvrfaatit^'* 
Ye9» ^.'* **' Have you put the Mfa leaves wi^ 
tic tea?" " Yes, Sir/* *^ Have you put the aanil 
'ith the moist su^P' "Yes, Sir/* "TheiH 
ohii) come to prayer.'^ 

I villi also give you ooe instance of this kind 
bat £^1 vrhhin my own observsi^ii. About twelve 
aofiths a^er I first became aoquaiotied witi»apar« 
y of infideh, there was ooe very yi^mif mtm in* 
rodiiced w1h> wi^s 9^ advocate for atheism, ftfod 
ettewasjA sttKteot,^ on chaiity, in a flkseuiing 
kcademy.; imd ii^d to bo«st of the deceptions 
rhicb he tatSAe use of to deceive\the heads-of the 
«TDiiiar|r< He infonned us, th^ at the stated 
ime of prayer, when they all kneeled down 
ound the room, with their faces towards the 
tall, he used to c^cealaoird in hi^hand, on 
rhich he had a composed form aettlownln short- 
iand. So that whea it came to his turn ta pray 
xtemporajly, h^ read bin card ; . and he was 
bought to. possess a fine gift in pcayer. This 
foungi infidel also bq^ed of thedecepdons which 
tc put on others ; he would pi-etend .to piety 
moQg religious p6Q{^e, and borrow books and 
«U thein. Not long after this he deceived and 
ook'in his infidel friend, who introduced him ta 
ne'party* He was for some reason or other at 
m discharged from tiie academy ; had that 
Mt been the case, some congregatic^i might have 
)een deceived by his ^Ij^Uti^s and pretensions te 
^itty, and have had an atheist for their pastor. 
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i liavc jm d«fuiti>«ttthls chws ^ unbetiev4srs i 
tauch largerth^ ts imaginect. Kmvfye not^^j 

no$ inhimi the .idt^tfym of God t be noe dec'dfm 
ndther farmcati^ij nor adulterers^ nor df^unhtrd* 
not iMesve^^nor eovetmis^ nortnHkrsy nor ejptm 
iiwerM^'ahaU JMtrit the Idngdom, Ami yfet ho 
maiif are thci^to be found who deliberately «oii 
fait those sins; How 'wx po&sible for one to sup 
po9e thut such cad believe the above text^ and ai 
hmidredothcrsof the same import. We %ttoi 
that a person may be precipitated intongrieitou 
sinsf -and y^ may be called % believer, althou|^ 
ymek one ; but is it possible for a person to Hvi 
year aRer year, in the deliberate commission o 
any great khown «in/ and realty believe that Got 
ia6 afiimnted'a dag in^fdch he vdUl judge theworh 
is righieotanessy and re»A>ard every man dccordhti 
$Q the deeda done in the bodtf^ whether they httae beei 
good ^ had. Indeed the scriptures rink sue! 
wams^imheHevetfi: and freethinkers shouMna 
rank them asbelieVerS) but among their own class 
In Gilpin's 48th sermon, vol. 2. is thefbllowini 
passi^t <* I address myself ne^ct to those Whi 
pretend to believe the gospel, and yet neglect it 
precepts. 

" There are many sudi christians in the worli 
•»— Christians, who go generally to church— .wh* 
appear occadonally at the sacrament—- and wh< 
tdk of the bible as th$ best book in the noorld ; bu 
yet, in fatt, lead their Hves as much at variant 
with It, as if it had never been intended as k ruli 
rfconducft They ut as'tntifch given op to th( 

. • ■ " ' Digitized by Google 



isiness aad pleastureS) and v«autie9 x)£ :tte,' lis 
uch led away by ihn fashions' and dissipated , 
aimers which they see:iirouBd tbero> as ii tbey 
tlieved this world was the oi^y phtefe where they 
Lpected happiness. And y<Bt they pn^ess :to be^ 
:ve in a religion that will rewar4att whoobeyit ; 
\d puDish an wltodisobey it. : 
^' If you really helieve all this, tha pleasures of 
la world will appear of little vakie tqr yoa, com* 
ired with the huppiiiesa. of the* next ;.«Ddnhe 
rverest resU'aints of relig^Of instead of being 
lought hardships, will be received withchcflTfiilr 
css. Is this thecase? If youarei.a tine be- 
evert the answer i^pliun 5 yettMsccmtradictiosi 
ctween your belief and your practice, m^kes itv 
fear, too plam, this is notthe case* The matter 
len resolves itself into this, that you. are in the 
ituation with the infidel, only to his disbelief yoti 
ddhypocrisy, 

^* If you are under the infiuence of aelf^deceif^ 
nd imagine you are more sincere in your belkf 
f these things than you really are, put your sin- 
erity to the test ; try youfself by an easy expcr- 
ment. You are assured, that if you take proper 
lepsy you may get possession of a considerable 
prtune. If you really believe this informadon, 
low will you act ? Will you not ti^e every meth- 
icl in your power that leads to the possession of 
1 1 Our blessed Saviour has placed this matter 
n the satne light. If a man believed there was 
L treasure in a field, would he not sell all he had 
cid buy the field ? In the affairs of this world, you 
udg«5 of a Tuan's heii)g sinpero in bisbeliefV by 
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thestficen^itf bk prafeuce.* If he be^ufider'tW 
tafium^e^f fattlY in xomnum lUi^, He nevei^&iiB t^ 
shew hk faith l»y iuinfitiitfaee'on his ac^cttis«-^ 
' It is exw^tl]rithe;same in religion. YdiipreleiK 
to tbdievetbtit 3^u s^W give an accoane ^erei^e 
' ofiyouc actioi^s^-^httt there i^ » heaven to reward 
Bnd a hell to punishthew^ as th^jT ^ict^-^ood o 
badfcv You 8^y> your6elieve:ailvtbik s bnt dtiit it^be 
not. -produce a : <^hrisiiah Itfe;^ j ^way with ' stid 
fe^pcKvitical preludes. .Wiml4 any man* fea{ 
fremifaprieciptce Hhe feallp beiuved a^iottondes 
fiitiif»idd:receiTe him*^ THi6^ wIk)^ pretend^ to im 
iaitk^' T atid those :w4ro pretend taf aith^ but leave \ 
iM^yf life; rout ofl tlie^ question, :are both infideii 
jttfike/^- -^r- ■■' •• : ^ 

Some of those un^podly pretcndew to christian 
ity^are aoveiy ignoYkntof its doctrines, as to thini 
tiiat because Christ died {or sinners (which is t!u 
only part of the gospel they ever, attended to 
jGod'^ilK however wicked theii'. lives may havi 
beeni pardon them/ provide^ they do biit repen* 
asthey caH'it, on tlieirdeath^bejd. Old Baxie 
tells usof a'shocking Ttrickedndan who persisted t 
a very proiiigate way of life, because he was sur 
that il he couM but say three words, '*:God pardo 
me," before he died, he was sure to be foro^vei 
It seems he even Ibrgot tliose three words, fd 
his horse leaping over a bridge with him, he saic 
" Devil t^ke all." I have conversed wiUi m^ 
ny who have much tbe same notion ; they d 
H(^ know that repentance is a change of heart an 
life, but think it consists in a ¥ew expressions J 
ij^rrovT) and calling Grod to pardon them fJ 
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Christ's sake.. Gilpin, in hi& excellent sermoROD 
Christ's promise to the thief on the cross^ says," 
^* I have seldom seen sickness draw on a change 
of life. The sinner has generally restumecU after 
iiis recovery, to his old hahits. AH therefore that 
a minister of the gospel can sayyis only this, that 
God has no where ptondsedtn the covenoMt qfg^mcey 
forgi'vene^s to any refientanccy but what ift/oUowed 
by a holy Ufi: j and if men are savedy after a course 
qJT Hvickedneas^ on death-bed repentance, they are 
not saved according to any known conditions of the 
Gos/iel. GiJpii^'s Sermons, vol. ii. p. 122, 3A 
editioii. 



-Fatally he errs 



W^hose hope fore-ryns repentance, and who presumes 

1'hat God will pardon when he's'iii-'d of sin, 

And like a stale companion casts it off. 

Oh ! arrogant, delusive, impious thougjit, 

-^o meditate commodious truce with heaven. 

When death's swift arrow smites him unpreparM,^ 

And that protracted moment never comes. 

Or comes too'late : Tuni then, presumptuous man, 

Ttii-n to the sinner, ■ 

Who died reviling, there behold thy doom. 

cumbekland's calvary. 



I have also met with many who keep a shorter 
account with God ; they mistake . the means for 
the end. When they can find tifne to goto church, 
it is not with any view to obtain grace and strength 
to enable them to forsake their bad practices ; 
they have not the least inclination to alter their 
wicked course of life ; but think that by going to 
church and begging pardoD, their old score is 
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uri^off; if tb gdng to churchy they add the 
jreadin^ a chapter or two in th<e bihle^ on Sunday, 
they rest quite satisfied) and supposed theijr ac- 
counts Miy balanced. 

To reckon aby of thesfc p^le among the be- 
Kevers of the gosjpel o^ Christ, b an abuse of 
iv^rds. But it i^ ^me to am<5hid6 this fonr ^^- 
tlfe 

raift) 

Bear Friend, 

Your!?. 



LETTER XV. 

^< Consider txiai^ as morto/^ ftlli«diEurk, 

« And wretched i Meeuon \j)r«eps at thd survc^.V 

ijnsAft tniEND^ 

WHILE Dick and I irere conyersing after 
dinner on the important objects mentioned in the 
last chapter, we were astonished at the declara- 
tion of a lady in company, who seriously and tie- 
liberately assured us, that she had often ^n^shc^d 
her soul was.- mortid, that it might die" with the 
bodyi th^t the idea of annihilation Vas so far frontk 
being frightful to her, that tt Would a{Afrdhitt> 
Xisry ^preai satis&ctidn; if she could but be€ure 
that when she h^d pdd the debt of nature, she 
should n6 linger haVe'any lund of conscious cfs:- 
htmisti ftir\ih6^u^ht1tVUh6^ 
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-** A serious thiog to die ! JMy soul ! 



*' Whsit a strange moment must it be, when nckr 
■** Thy journey's end thou hast the gulf in y\t\f I 
•* That awful gulf no mortal e'er repass'd 
*• To tell wjbaff ^can^ o» the othe^ sid£ I** 

Bat if she yf^s |)ut sure of b^ing aimibUatjEu)) M 
would take a weight pffher spiiijis th|t( sometimes 
oppressed her much. 

I am well informed jthat this lady is vf ry ajnf^*^ 
blc, She is^idbout forty. Daring Uurty years 
which she livc^ with her fajther^ ^ yras a very 
4utiful daughter ; tbe ten that she has been » 
w]fe> she ^yer h^ bf^ep) and ftfU i^ 

*« Blest -with temper, whose unclouded ray 
«• Can make to-morrow, cheerful as to-day ; 
" She hevet an^W^eri till her husband: ciools, 
«* Atid if she rules hhrt,* ntever sheWs she rules, 
** Charms by accet>lififg, hy subfriitiiii^ sWa^s, 
V Yet has herhiittiourltaost whefi shfe obeys*** 

Her life has been a life of innocence ; the con- 
tinued ai-tr^atmcnt which she for years recciYC^ 
from some of her rektic^s, could never put her 
out of tempers or cause her to utter an ill-natured 
word ; cMTto be guilty of m unkind action. She 
possesses an uncommonly sympathising, feeling 
heart, is very kind and charitable to the poor. 

That so ch»*ming and virtuous a lady ^/ this 
should wish that existence might terminate with 
this short life^ is, I believe^ not a common cir- 
cumstance* On our expressing our surprise, and 
requesung to be made acquainted with her rea- 
sqnn for so unnatui*al a wish, sh^ ssdd, that *^ she. 



' Mssr -.»' fXiar KpfeedbyCiOOQlC 
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was not satisfied with herself, she thought her 
disp|osition was not so piously disposed as she 
found. the Almighty required ; she had no desire 
to go to church, and when she was there she was 
not as devout as she should be. She seldom 
prayed much in private. She did not know that 
she had ever said or done any thing wrong. But 
then she Was ignorant of divine things, and felt an 
indifference towards them ; and having doubit on 
her mind, 'rather than run the hazard of being 
eternally miserable, she had many times wished 
to be annihilated." She said, these meljfticholy 
thoughts were not lasting, she was in general 
happy. Mrs>' Rdwe thus describes a state of 
mind nearly similar. 

——•Starts at the awful prospect of t^e deep, 
StUi fei^rs to explore the dark and luiknown way. 
Still l>ack ward shiinks and meditates delay ; 
Spins out the time, and lingers ^n ^bate* ■ 
Displeas'd to try an unexperienced state. 

J^ihe righteous are acarely sarued* wh^re AMI the 
sinner and theungodiif afifiear .? Andif so virtuous a 
woman has very uneasy thoughts, as to heraccept- 
ance witlv(iod,what must,, or rather, what ought 
the generality of our fashionable ladies to feel. 

Dick took up his favorite book the Night 
ThoiMjhtSi.and read to her the foUojving lines i 

O thou great Arbiter of life arid d«ath \ 
Nutiire's immortal immaterial sjun ! 
Whose all prolific beam late caU'd me forth, 
From darkness, teeming darkness, wliei*e I lar. 
The. worpfiV inferior,, and, iti rank, beneatV. 
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ipic diwt I Xv^ad on, hi(fh to bear my l^iYiWr 
Xo drink the spirit of th^ golden Day, 
And triumph in existence ; and couldst know 
Ko motive, but tny bli«9 ! and hast ordain'd 
A rise in blessing I with the Patriarch** yoy^ 
Thy ca]^ I follow to ^he land unknvmn / 
I trust in thee, and Itnow in whom I trost ; 
Or life, or djeath, is equal ; neither weighs ; 
All weigh? in this — O let me lire to thee. 

<Thi8| Madani) (continued Dick) is the tmlf dbr 
position that can possibly make us happy : the 
^ood Poctor appears to have had that faith and 
trust in God, which every real christian sboul^ 
have. In another place, he says. 

If sick of folly, I relent ; Christ write* 

My name in heaven, with that inverted speflf 

(A spear deep (fipt in bk>od). which piere'dhis sidfl^ 

Andrjopen'd tliere a font foe all mankind 

"A^io strive to combat crirpcs, to drink and live i 

T^M, only this, subdues ^e Fear of Death, 

The, parents of this lady I fin^ are called gpod 
kipd of people ; when they have no comimny at 
home, they go to church once of a Sunday ; aro 
kind, obliging neighbours^ good to the ppor* Sep/ 
But it does not appear that they consider them* 
selves pqssessed of. an imi^ortal part, whicl^inust 
be happj. or miserable to all eternity 

Xhey have, it seems, a Bible in their, hpusc;^^ 
<^arefutly locked up. For the first ten y^rs after 
they Wjere marrje^, tl^s bible was brought down 
stfd^ opcjC in a year, or oixce in two years at far^ 
tjieat, to insert. in the bl^ leaf thc^ names, df 
'^ <^drfiR, togeth,^r V[Uh.,tbe yjwi^day, a(i4 
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hour of rtife day, in which each of the little strang- 
ers made its first appearance. After the children 
were grown old enough to dispute about. their age, 
the bible was several times produced to settle these 
disputes ; but after some of tlie girls had reached 
their twenty-fourth year without being married» 
the bible was taken more care of than ever ; as 
the eldest daughters were always ready to settle 
the ages of the younger part of the family, to 
s^ve them the trouble of looking into the said 
Wank leaf. 

Altiiough one cannot help remarking with con- 
cern, that some of tliose who are acquainted with 
the theory of religion, and who, to shew their 
knowledge, or for worse purposes, introduce it 
unseasonably, are yet known to be more relax In 
the performance of the duties it enjoins, than 
some that say little, and know less ; yet, surety, 
thosef who in the higher walks of life totally neg- 
lect that important subject, and bring up their chil- 
dren in gross ignorance of religion, must certainly 
be blameable^ iri a very fcagh degree. My fiecfUe 
(saith God) fieriah for want of knowledge. It is 
really astonishing that mankind should employ so 
much of their time in acquiring the knowledge 
of the tnqst trifling things ; and, yet contentedly, 
remain in ignorance of the chiistian reiigioni 
which tends so much to enlarge the powers of tiic 
human mind ; and is the only basis of hafi/iinesa 
here, and hereafter / 

' I remember reading, thirty years since, in old 
Pemble*s Treatise of Grace^ in folio, an account 
of an old ma)^, wlio* on his death-bed, was asked 
by the ministeri What he thought God wasi He 
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replied, ** A fine old man." What do you 'think 
Jesus Christ is ? " A hopeful youth," was the re- 
ply. Vy hat do you think your soul is ? "A great 
bone in my back," was the answer. 

I am sorry to say, that this excellent lady's 
knowledge in divine subjects but little exceeds that ^ 
of Pemble's poor old man ; but in sincerity and 
openness of heart, I never saw one that exceeded 
her. 

I am,dcar,fricnd, 

Ydur's. 



' LETTER XVI. 

The »md is its owft place, and in itself i 

Cau make a Hell of JbUav9n>'— paradise l«st« t 

- , • ■■ ' J'V 

D£AR FaiENP, ' ' . _ 

IN October 179«, S. P* Peach, Esq. bdlng^' 
Major of the Tockington Volunteers, gave an ctt- 
tertainment to his corps, and others of his neigh"' 
hours, in honour Of Lord Nelson's glorious vic-f 
tory. This was done on the lawn before hi*' 
house. The good cheer, the company, music^' 
songs, bonfire, iirc-worksv &c. had a wonderful ■ 
effect on the poor countrymen ; one of them, ia 
raptures, exclaimed, (by my side) " This is heaven 
upon earth !'* Upon which another of our volun- 
teers very sincerely amd eaniestly declared, that 
" he did not think that heaven was half so fine a 
place/'"' This had not the least appearance of tev- 
vity s ^ut WW «p bonwl cff ujiioa ott})^^ heart* ' * 



l^wiU give you another anecdote of a simSac I 
kind, 

A neighbouring cl^ergyman vas sent for to pray 
"with a fanner's wife, on the Marsh-Coiuraoh^ 
about five Tniles from my house. He, in order to 
jl^concilc her to her dying sltuatiop, and to send 
UtT quietly away, held forth on the happiness 
which all good people enjoy after death at the 
i^ight hand of God ; during which she shewed 
signs of impatience. The divine still kept on, and 
enlarged on the glory, splendour, &c* of heayen, 
wntil her patience being: quite tired but, she ex- 
claimed, << Don't tell me a long tale about the glo- | 
fy of Heaven; Old England, and the Mar^h-Com- 
iaon forme" 

Were it only, a few poor ploughmen, and a 
Marsh-Cppiinoti farmer's wife^ that had sucli low 
thoughts of the hafppiness of a future state, o|ie 
should not be sp^uch surpnised j but is there not 
-reason to think that there are thousands who have 
no , belter opinion of heaycnly pleasure than 
thiese poHW untaught creatures that have acquired 
but fefw ideas above the hogs they feed, or thp 
beasts they, drive, fhe lady th^t was introduced to 
y0Xi in my Ia$t letter freely confessed hf&rselltpbjB 
ctf that number. She informed Us, that except npw 

ajtul then, when the thought of death, and thp 

...... ^ ., ...... _ , ^ ^ 

. — — " Atixious ca^tin^ op of ,what uiigh^ he* 
* fVAJarn^'d her peaceful bosom,'!'. 

imd made her gloomy; she had .^wajwi been hap^Qr 
through life ; that ake Iro&hl rathor Hve.hcre for 
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ver th^ go to heavea ; that she had not conceit* 
d very favourable ideas ofthc happiuesss there to 
e enjoyed ; and as she bad no knowledge ol\ or 
elish for divine things, she did not see hoW she 
oukl comfortably spend an eternity in a piace 
Jhcvc nothing else wiis going forward. 1 fear this 
idy has, in giving us her own thoughts, given us 
lie thoughts of thousands ; and I tiiink she i ea» 
jiied well. There cannot be the least doubt that 
lie reason why many wish to go to heaven, is not 
rona any love they have for God or heaven ; but 
lb they know that there are but two places, they 
Fish to go there to avoid heil. How many are there 
hdt think the sabbath a very tiresome day^ bie- 
:ausc they* have no relish for religious duties ; nay, 
bw many of those who go to churph not only do 
lot find any pleasure there, but are glad when the 
tervice is over? What enjoyment then can such 
ixpiect in heaven ? I well remember that both I 
md my compalnions formerly used to laugh at the 
ihoaghts of going to heaven; and were so profane 
IS to say that we should not Uk^ for ever tp sit on 
I cloud and sing hallelujah ; and I fear we spoke 
ihe real sentiments of many more/ before any 
fne can properly, wish for heaven, or enjoy it here- 
ifter, he must repent, and pray until God gives 
iim a dean hrart^ and renews a right sfiirit within 
kirn. Old things miiMt be done avfay^ ail things mxtsf 
h:come new. And then he will be meet to be afiav"] 
taker of the inheritance with the saints in light. 

But to return. When the lady had expressed 
her mean ideas of the joys of heaven, Dick be^n 
lo spout away. 
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"Wiy nature immortalitjr ! who knows * 
And yet who knows it not ? It is but Ufe 
In stronger thread and brighter colours spuiv 
And spun for ever, m 

' ■ How grettt 

. To mingjbe infretfs, c^nvertet amities, ; 
With all the sous of reason scattered wide 
Thro' habitable sp^ce, wherever born. 
Ho we'cr endoVd *. To live free citizens ! 

Of universal nature ; to lay hold 
By more than feeble Jfe/f A on the Supreme }^' 
To call hyeav*n*s unfathomable mines 
Cur own ! To rise in science as in •bliss^ 
b'niate in the secrets of the skies ! 
To read creation, in its mighty plan 9 
In tile bare bosom of the Deity ! 

. .To see before e^c^ glance of piercing thought, 
AH cloud, all s|iadows, blown remote ; ^qidhave 
Ko mysfery— but that of love divine — • 
Trorti darkiiess, and from dust, to such a scene ! 
liOve*s clenrient ; true joy's illustrious home ! 
From einrth's^ad contrast (no^ deplored) tn6re fidr 

' "What ei<juisite vicissitude of fate ! • 

]ple8t'absolution of oui* blac|cest hour \ 
— — ?-»These are thoughts that make man, nun^ 
The wise itlumine'; agrandise the great. 
' '■ ■" ■' ■ ' * ' ■■■ * '' ■' PR. YOVJrC* 



Hpv^ Ma^aim, io yqu \\\it such a Heavep a 
this ? ^' O ^e description is delightfuli charming 
1 pould have no objection to such a Keavcn to 
inprrow ;*' and she ackno3yledged that she saw no 
thing romamic m the poet's glowing description 
Sh^ believed that had she giyeii Xhp subject a pro 
'per conaic^ration, s)iie must have had more (a 
vourable iSeas of the happiness promised to those 
that fear God and keep hiscommandmepts. . 

I repeated the following lines of Horacts r 
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•]jo8th<(ar? or gpprting in my JMfl 
What wildly-sweet delirium reign I 
1a) ! *mid Elysium's balmy groves. 
Each happy shade transported rove^ 
I see the living scene displayed, - ' 

iVhere rills.and breathing gales st^ miirttiiitiAg|tkr<>* 
the shades. vbancis. 

She liked th^ christian's heareti best, and« sniil^ 
ng) said, that as we seemed to be acquainted with 
he country, she should be glad if we would ^re 
ler some further account of it We quoted th^ 
bllawing passages. 

hook up itiy soul, pant toward th' eternal hills i 

Those heav'ns are fairer than they seem } ^ 
There pleasures all $«incere glide on crystal rills ^ 
There not a dfeg of guUt defiles. 
Nor g^ef disturbs the stream ! 
.That,Canaan knows no noxious things 
No cursed soil, no tiunted spring^. 
No roses grow on thorns, nor honey wears a stSflg. 
Dr. Watts' Lyric Poeliu. " 

I knew a mtni whether in the body, or out oftha 
tody, I canilot tell, God knoweth }) how that he waf i^, 
^ught up into para^se, arid heard unspeakable wordi^ " 
K4iic^ is n«t lawful (or possible) for man to utter. 
I ST. VJ^vu 

——What is death, that 1 sliould fear it ? 
T^o die ! why 'tis to triumph < *tis to join 
l^he^ great aasembly^f the good and just % 
Immortal worthies, heroes, proi^ets^saiatst^ 
Qh, *tis to Join the band of holy nlieni - -"^ V 
Hade pe^fectby their sufferings ! 'Tjs tojqiQKt 
My^ great progenitors : they, with whom^ the, I^prd 
Tieign'd to hoiliiimuw^owersftt'Ti^^ ttesiw 
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Blessed Noah and bis cliildren, onc€ » worid I ' 
*Tis to behold. Oh, rapture to conceive ! 
Those we have known, and lov'd, and lost below ^ 
To join tlie ^lest liosannas to their Wng ! 
Wliose face to see, whose g4ory to behold, " 
Alon6 were heav*n, tlio' samt or seraph none 
Should meet our sight, and oply God wei-e Ui^re ! 
This is to die ! wlio would not die for this ? 
Who woul(I not die that we nwiylive for ever ? 

MRS. H. MORS. 



Let US suppose a man blind and deal from hi 
birth, who being grown up to man's estate, is b 
the dead-palsy, or some other cause, deprived < 
Ills feeling, tasting, and smelling; and at the sam 
time has the impedknent of his hearing remove< 
and the film taken off his eyes ; what the fiv 
senses are to ijs, that the touch,^ taste, and sme 
were to h^m. And any other ways of perccplio 
of a more refined and extensive nature were t 
him as inconceivable, as to us those are which wi 
one day be adapted to-perceive those things whic 
" eye has not seen, nor eai* hcardf neither hath 
entered into the heart of man to conceive '* An 
it would be just as reasonable in him t6 conclud< 
that the loss of those three senses could not poss 
bly be succeeded by any new inlets of perceptior 
as in a modern freethinker to imagine there ca 
be no state of life and perception without \h 
senses he enjoys at presetit. Let us furthc 
suppose the same person's eyes, at their fir: 
opemng, to be struck with a great variety ( 
the most gay and pleasmg objects, and his eai 
With a'nielodious concert of vocal and in^trumei] 
tsl music ; behold bim amazed) ravished^ traai 
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orted; ami you have some faint glimmering^ 
dea of the extatic state of the dout hi that article 
1 which he.cmei!ges from this sepulchre of flesh 
Ato life and itpmortallty* addison. 

Who would not wilHtiglJr leave a ybo/wA, fro- 
vardy Ul'Tiatured world, for the blessed society of 
vise friends an^ perfect lovers ? What a felicity 
nust it' be to spcfnd an eternity in such a noble 
:onversatioti \ where we shall hear the deep fifd- 
osofihy of heaven communicated with mutuat free' 
iom in the wise and amiable discourses of angeia 
md glorified sfiirita : who without afty reserve or 
iffectation of mystery, without yifl««fo», or intereaty 
ovpeeinah contention for victory ^ do frctly philqaO" 
hhizifj and mutually impart the treasures of each 
t>iher*s knowledge. For since all saints there are 
^reat philosophers,, and all philosophers perfect 
mutSy we must Deed^ ^ufi/iose knowledge zxid good- 
nesSf wisdom and charity to be equally intermin- 
gled throughout all theit oonversation ; being so, 
what can be iinagUQejd more delightful I When 
therefore we shall leave this imfierHnenty unsocial 
world, and all onvgood old friends th^ have gone 
to heaven before us meet us as soon as we are 
landed on the shore of eternity j and with infinite 
[X)ngratulations fpr our safe arrival, shall conduct 
usinto tlie company o£ the patriarchs tindprophetsy 
afioatlea and martyra^ and introduce us into an in* 
limate acquaintance with them, an« with all those 
brave and generous souls who by their ^/orzo24« ex* 
amplea have recommended themselves to the 
^'^rldi ^ben we shall be familiar friends ifitb 
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angels and archangels'i^oxid ^\ the co^rtiera oikra- 
ve?i shall callus brcthreuy and bid . us enter into 

th^iv Master* 9^Y' • , ' . 

My friend Dick said,' that l\eT>ad often pleased 
himself with the hopes oT riot only seeing and 
being aefjuaiftt^d \vith eniinent.christiaAS, such ^s 
Newtpn, Locke, IJoyle,^ Fenejlon^ Pascal, the 
Man of Ross, pr. Iphnson, J. tt^i^way, Howard 
ai>dothei;s,but {^soPythagoia?^, Socrates, Plato, 
Aristotle, fipictetus, Cicero, C^toj^ &;c. , 

I aldvised our good lady to, read Dr. Sqptl's 
Christian Life, particularly tl^e first part; and 
also Sherlock, on the H^pp^n^ss ofgood men in a 
future state ; and Dri Watts, on the^ Happiness of 
Separate Spirits. I also told bfi«: that she wojild 
find ,son^e rational, an4 m^oiy .^mji^ing passj^o^cs 
on the l^app^jjes^ of thexel^tisj re^iqnsj in ]\Jrs. 
Rowe's works.^ I Vkfill. coi?plui?.,^his lon^ Iptt^r 
with ^ few Un^s of that pious lady, ' 

O, corn^ ! yesaci'ed/gustS;^ye pi^ye deliglits. 
Ye hedif nty soiu>ds, ye iiiteUcJCtual sights ; 
Ve^ales^bf paradise,*thatlull^¥<y'r6Sti - 
' And M with silent cakii ■tlhe'ipeaceSEuf breast : 
AV ijth yoi|, tra^apOrtiTi^g teS!*ctj!^iM41y rise, . 



Hfeffe^kt me dwell 'and biit tH^'\vo^ld 4dieu ! 
And Btill converse, ye -glorioiift sceaesii mth yon . 

7 ;.r • ' M» :DeaAvFmndf 

-.■.'.■ ^ .. \ 'i.. i,K> Tour's* 

.. .[■ .:■ ■•■./-. J ?:,.v- ; ■ .. 
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LETTER XVIl. 

Thus Earthf and all that earthly minds admiit, 
Is swailow'd in Eterrnty*s vast roun<l. 
To that stupendous view when souls awake. 
Time's toys subside ; and equal all bel6 w. 

DR. YOUNG. 
DSAR FRIEND, 

I NOW sit down to give you a few mere par- 
culars relating to my conversion to Christianity. 
ly conversion was not instantaneous, l>utpr6gres- 
ive ; for, in retreating from the cause of infideli- 
', I disputed every inch of ground before I re- 
Dquished i*» I found it impossible long to re- 
paid a downright atheist, but was sceptical for 
jme years ; and I even had an atheistical p^m- 
hlet, which was hard to be come at, reprinted, on 
earing thut the author had in great haste taken 
tvay nearly the whole of his own impression from 
le different booksellers where they had been left 
>r sale. I also advised a Scotch bookseller to rc- 
tint another work in the cause of infidelity ; 
hich he did, and I purchased many of the im- 
^^essian and sold them. During this period I 
id not think that the belief, or disbelief, of any 
rlicle of faith, had any influence on the morals of 
lankind. 

About nine or te^i years since, one of the 
rench emigrants' wonted me very much to print 

translation from the French of an atheistical 
ork ; but having begun to see tJie bad effects of 
ich publications, he could not preyaj^^lmg me 
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to have any thing to do with him or his works 
nor from that time do I recollect vending alif o 
the new productions of that kind. 

I for many years had doubts as to the immorta 
lity of the soul, and, at intervals, disbelieved thd 
doctrine ; but as I occasionally read the NigW 
Thoughts of Dr. Young, his strong arguipents iJ 
favour of the soul's immateriality and immortafi 
ty, prevented me from settling in unbelief on tba 
important article. I also once dreamed (prayck 
90t laugh and think me still dreaming) that Isai 
the finest poem I had ever read in my life ; oi 
which I rea^ned thus. As I nevpr saw any com 
position equal to that which I read in my (keam 
and as &om the ideas which I retained of it whei 
I awoke, it appeared a thousand times moi'e beau 
tiful than any thing I could compose when awake 
therefore my soul must be immaterial ; for other 
wise I could not, while in a state of sleep, havt 
combined and arranged such a variety of beautifii 
and delightful ideas as to me appeared a new ere 
ation. On this head Bishop Butler says, " Tbi 
we have no reason to think our organs of sens 
precipients, is confirmed by instances of person 
losing some of them, the living beings themselves 
their former occupiers, remaining unimpaired 1 
is confirmed also by the experience of dreams 
by which we find we, are at present possessed of 
latent, and, what would otherwise be, an unim^ 
gined, unknown power of perceiving sensible ol 
jects, in as sti^ng and lively a manner without ou 
external organs of sense as with them. 

I presume> that the. good Bishop in this passa^ 
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only speaks of our common dreams, which Was by 
no means the case of mine. 

The following lines were often impressed on 
my mind, and were repeated by me times without 
number, when alone : 



-Why shrinks the soul 



Back on herself and startles at destruction ? 
'Tis the divinity that stirs within us : 
'Tis heaven itself th&t points out an hereafter. 
And intimates eternity to man. 
I Eternity ! thou pleasing, dreadful thought' ! 

addtson's cato. 

It is not my design to adduce the proofs of those 
doctrines that I have again heartily embraced, but 
I cannot help inserting a few quotations on some 
of those points. Cicero says, ki his Tusc. Quest. 
" We can never beKeve, that after the virtuous 
have struggled through all their labours, an infi- 
nitely good and Almighty God will let them fall 
into an eternal sleep." In another place he says, 
'" If I am wrong in believing that the souls of 
men are immortal, I please" myself in my mis- 
take : nor while I live, will I ever chuse that this 
'opinion, wherewith I am so much delighted, 
'should be wrested from me; but if at death I 
am to be annihilated, as some minute philosophers ' 
imagine, I am not afraid lest those wise men, 
when extinct too, should laugh at my error," , 

And in his chiarming treatise on old age, he 
says, " This is my firm persuasion, that since tha 
human sotd exerts itself vdth so great adtiirityf 
since' it has such a remembrance of the pai^t, siicH 
^ coiicerQ for the future, since it h emich^' with 
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pos^ble but the being which contains all tbeve 
must be immortal.'* 

I will conclude this with a few Uses friHn my 
fiivourite author. 

JStemit/s vast ocean lies before.tbee. 
Give the mind sea-room ; keep it wide of earthy 
That rock of souls immortal ; cut thy cord ; 
Weigh anchor ; spread thy sails ; caU ev*iy \nnd ; 
Eye the Great Pole-star ; make the Land of Life. 

NIGHT THOUGHTS*. 

I will proceed with my nMativc in my next% 
I am) 

Dear friend, 

YoutV 



LETTER XVIII. 

On argument alone my faith is built ; 
Reason pursu'd is Faith / and, unpuriu'd 
Where proof invites, tis Reason then no more ;. 
And such our Proof, that, or our Faith is right. 
Or Reason lies, and heav*n design'd it wrong. 

t>IU XOJiSC. 



DEAR FRIKND, 

ABOUT eight years since, the beio^ and 
pfrovidence of God were a good deal impressed 
on my mind, so that I often reflected on those im- 
portant subjects in my garden, in-the fields, in 
bcd^ in short, in all places. The principles and 
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duties of Batursd religion had sohie influence on 
my mind and conduct. I ^metimes went to 
church, where I felt a spirit of devotion ^ so that 
I found my heart engaged in the prayers, and felt 
some degree of thankfulness to God, I also felt 
the same spirit of devotion at times when not at 
church. Nor could I help admiring the charac- 
ter of Christ; his precepts also appeared tome 
perfectly well calculated to promote both public 
and private happiness. 

In this state of mind I went quietly and con- 
tentedly on for some years. As I had no relish 
for the ridiculous pursuits of those around me, 
my amusement was reading, or, now and then, ♦ 
scribbling. 

I at last (as I have before informed you) began 
to read some extracts from books on divinity, 
which I found in the Ifteviews. Those extracts 
gave me a more thoughtful turn, and left my 
mind open to conviction. The first entire work* 
that I read in defence of revealed religion, was 
Archdeacon Paley's View of the Evidences of 
Christianity, 

By the time I had gone through this very able 
and convincing work once, I was effectually 
humbled, and obliged to cry out, God be merciful 
to me a dreadful sinner ! I was obliged to confess 
that the wisdom, power and love of God were dis-* 
played in the gospel. 

But although I was convinced that the gospel 
was a revelation from tiod, yet I had great doubts 
as to the dispensations contained in the Old Tes- 
tament: nor did I think the New Testament an » 
inspired works in short, 1 gave but little more 
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credit to cither the Old or New Testament, tb^ix 
I did to Xenophon or Livy. As I believed that 
Xenophdn and Livy were honest men, and faith- 
ful historians, I therefore credited their narra- 
tions. And even in this vieVvr of the authors 
of the New Testament, I could not help believing 
that the christian religion was a revelation pf the 
will of God. On the same evidence, I saw that I 
ought to believe the Old Testament dispensadons 
were from God ; yet the various objections which 
unbelievers have repeatedly made to the Jewish 
dispensation, together with many texts in the 
Old Testament, were difficulties I could not get 
over, until I had read part of Paley again ; and 
also the third enlarged edition of the first volume, 
and the second edition of the second volume of 
Jenkin's Reasonableness and certainty of the 
^christian relip^ion. This very extraordinary, 
learned and sensible work, gave me ample satis- 
faction on those heads : and it is worth remark- 
ing, that this work was written before Tyndal, 
Collins, Morgan, &c. wrote their objections and 
misrepresentations, which makes them the more 
inexcuseable* I have induced several of the clergy 
to look into this masterly work, who now think 
it a performance* that discovers great reading, 
great abilities, and biblical learning. 

When I had satisfied myself on the al)ove 
heads, I still had my doubts as to some of the , 
mysteries of the christian religion. The divinity j 
of Christ, the doctrine of the Trinity, and the 
atonement made by Christ, &c« I qould not be- 
lieve, because I conld not comprehend them. I 
believed that Christ yf^^ sent by ^g^to give zjip; 
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kind a pure system of moralityy to assure us of 
the immortaUty of the soul, the resurrection of 
the body, and future rewards and punishments : 
and that by , his perfect life, his sufferings and 
death, he had given us an excellent example. — 
Further than this 1 could not believe, until 1 had 
again and again consulted the scriptures, various 
commentators, and the works of many other 
learned divines, from whom I received great as- 
sistance ; particularly from Jenkin, and.also from 
Bishop Butler's Analogy of Religion, an exceed- 
ingly valuable work. In this study I have em- 
ployed a very large portion of my time, and in it 
I have found a lasting source of pleasure and de** 
light. 

After all my investigation, although I assent 
to the truth of those doctrines, I do not pretend 
that I comprehend them. I only believe them, 
because I think they are taught in the Old Testa- 
ment, and by Christ and his apostles in the New 
Testament. 

The following passage in Butler's Analogy of 
Religion, pleased me much. " Hence, (says the 
doctor) namely, from analogical reasoning, Ori- 
gen has with singular sagacity observed, that 
' he who believes the scripture to have proceeded 
from him who is the Author ^Nature, may well 
expect to find the same sort of difficulties in it, 
as we found in the constitution of nature.' On 
the quotation the Doctor adds, * And in like way 
of reflection it may be added, that he who denies 
the scripture to have been from God, xipon ac- 
count of these difficulties, may, for tlie very same 
reason, deny the world to htive been formed by 
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him. On the other hand, If there be an analogy 
or likeness between that system of things and 
dispensation of Providence which revelation in- 
forms us of, and that system of things and dis- 
pensation of Providence which experience, to- 
gether with -reason, informs us of, L e. the known 
course of Nature ; this is a presumption, that 
they lK)th have the same Author and cause." 

I have often, like other infidels, laughed at peo- 
ple's believing what they did not understand ; 
without considering that> were we to believe no 
more than what wjb understand, even of the com- 
mon operaiiops of nature, we should scarce be- 
lieve any thing. 

Jen kin, when treating of the doctrine of the 
Trinity, vol. ii. p. 401, says, " The sum is, that 
in the most perfect unity of the Divihe Nature, 
do subsist the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, between whom is a real distinction, wTiich 
though not ihe same, yet is equivalent to the 
distinctions of persons among men. That there 
is this unity and this distinction, we learn from 
the scriptures; but what kind of distinction this 
is, or how far it is to be reconciled with our notion 
of persons amongst men, and after what manner 
it is consistent witlf*he unity of the Godhead, the 
scriptures have not told us, and it is impossible 
for us to determine." In page 533, he says, " But 
some men will sziy, how is this union between the 
divine and human nature in Christ made, pr 
wherein doth it consist? To whom we may reply, 
as our Saviour sometimes did, b/ asking another 
question, and inquiring. How the body and soul 
of man is united ? or How God ij; jy^sent in all 
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places ? And \iovf in him wc live, movcyand have 
oicr being?" Pagp 196, he observes, " The best 
plulosopUers have been able to give no account 
how niotion>can be cominumcatea witHqut an im- 
mediate impulse, or cpncburse of the divine pow- 
er." Page 147,* "Through an immense void 
space, th^ sun's rays find their regular and con- 
stant way, and in a few minutes, pass from the 
sun to the earth ; for which there is no, cause as- 
signable from tjie. attractive powei:^ wbicl^ should 
rather detain the ray? of Hgl^t in'^ perpetual cir- 
culation about the sun's centre) than dart them 
forth by so violent a pnotion to thp remotest dis- 
tance. But God said, Let there be H^ht, and there 
"j^as tight. He firejiared thejighi and the sun. Thi^ 
is the best and the most philosopHical account that 
has ever been given of the productions of light." 
Again, If all the fluids which the sun loses in a 
year, were brought into a soUd.formjLit would not 
equal a grain of sand." ^ 

Gilpin in his second sermon observes, " But it 
is mysterious, says the deist.'' Aye, surely ; and 
so is ev^'i*;^ pild pf grass ypix tread on. ^ But the 
question Ja. not whether tlungs i>e mysterious — 
for all things are mysteriousTr^but whether the 
mystery be supported by evidences ? The pile of 
^rass appears to all nature, for Its being the work- 
of God : and the truth of "Christ's atonement, 
however mysterious, is supported by evidence 
equally strongs— -It rests on all the evidence that 
scripture can give it." 

*' This great doctrine is supported also by the 
;inalogy of God's moral government, under which 
ve all act as a kind of redeemers, and mediators 
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^mong eaph otlierj in our own little temporal af- 
fairs." 

" Nor is it a weak argument in favour of this 
doctrine^ when We appeal to our own feeliags. We 
must be conscious, when we look into ourselves, 
6f such unworthiness, as must entirely idisqualify 
us for the divine favour, without some belter In- 
troduction than our own. It is an opinion strong- 
ly implanted in our nature, Guilt always wishes 
for support." It is said qf Leibniiss, that he never 
mentions the sacred books but with respect '^ they 
ar'eJUiedy said he, vAth a morality necessary to num. 
He said also, we ought to judge of the works of 
God as wisely, as Socrates did of those of Uera- 
ciitus, by saying. That Vf/fich I comprehend pleases 
me ; J believe the rest would not please me less, if\ 
2 understood it.** 



-Man to himself 



Is all a miracle, I cannot s6e 

The latent eaiiSe, yet such I know there is. 

That ^ves^e' body motion, nor tell 

By what strange impulse 'tis, the ready Umb 

Performs the purposes of will, tiow then . 

Shall thou or I, who cannot span ourselves * 

In this our narrow vessel, comprehend ' - ^ i 

The being of a God > 

*' VILLACjft CURATE. 



lam. 

Dear Friend,. 
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LETTER XIX. 



Tell if thou kno west, why Conscience acts 
With tenfold force, when sickness, age, or pam 
Stands tott'ring on the precipice of death ? 
Op why such horror ^>aws the guilty soul . ^ 
Of dying sinners, while the good man sleeps 
Peaceful and calm ; and with a smile expires ? 

. DR. GLVNN, 
D£AR FftlEKD) 

YOU ask whether still I am satisfied and 
pleased with those parts of the Memoirs of my 
Life, in which I have made so free with Mr, 
Wesley and his people ? I answer in the nega- 
tive. I am not pleased, or satisfied, on that heady 
for the following reasons. 

1 now think that I have treated serious subjects 
in too light and trifling a manner ; and that some 
of my stories should have been omitted, for obvi- 
ous reasons. The late Mr. Badcock says, '^ In 
Wafburton's works (against the Methodists)there 
is too much levity for a Bishop, and too much il- 
literate abuse for a Christian." Even while I Re- 
mained u freethinker, I sometimes thought that' I 
had been too severe towards them : as a christian, 
I see my faults in a still stronger light. A real 
religious person will be careful how he speaks of 
the faults and failings of others : nor will he treat 
religious subjects with levity. 

Although I was an infidel when I wrote my 
Memoirs, yet I was very careful that, in what I 
wrote against the Methodistsi npth^g should 
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point against (what I conceived to be) chHsti- 
anky s but altUou^h I have not said any thing 
against what I conceivecl to be revealed religion ; 
yet I find that some infidels have so understoo(^ 
me ; from whic4i I learn that what Was intended 
to be levelled only against enthusiasm ftnd fan^- 
cism> is by some of those unbelievers supposed to 
be pointed against revealed religion, so that^ if by 
any means I have contributed towards confirm- 
ing) or hardening any unbeliever in his infidelity, 
I am sorry on that account also. 

In the latter end of the year 1791, when my 
Memoirs were first published, I had hot witness- 
ed, to its extent, the pernicious in^tience of infi- 
det opinion^ uppu all ranks \n society. After I 
became better acquainted with the dreadful efeects 
of infidelity in o.thj^rs, I was sorry for.w^hat I W 
done, for J. was then fully convinced, that the gcJ 
neraUty of mankind will always be much happier^ 
and better while under the influence of rcUgious 
fiinaticism, and even superstition than when they 
Jhave lost all regard to, or sense of religion. Be^ 
sides, I had known by myself and others, that for 
want of sufficient knowledge, •many when they 
are reasoned out of fanaticism, are liable to go to 
the other extreme, by plunging into infidelity. 

If then, while yet an infidel, I cpuld see rea- 
sons why my stricti^res on Mr. Wesley's people 
should have been omitted, you may easily con- 
alude that I ana not satisfied on that head, now my 
views of things are so much altered. 

On this head I formeiiy. quoted a ptilsage from 
that inconsistent infidel Rousseau ; I found fault 
with it, because I did not understand it, (no un: 
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colnmon thiag) ; the reason 1 did rfdt understand 
it was because I read it m a piibHcation where it 
was iprbled ; 1 have since^ found it in its proper 
pfece and statc> it is' in the'thfrd Volume of his 
Eifiilius, and fronf thence I'SnW transcribe it. ' 

* Avoid all those who, ^ndcr pretence of ex- 
plaiaing natural causes, plant the most destruc- 
tive doctrines in the hearts of tnen ; and whose 
apparent scepticism is an hundred times more 
dogmatical and affirmative, than the decisive 
tone of their adversaries! Under the haughty 
protect of being the only persons who are truly 
enlightened, honest, and smeere, they subject 
us imperiously to their magisterial decisions, and 
give us for the true principles of things, only 
unintelligible systemsj which they have rdsedin 
their own imaginations. Add to this, that 'whil6 
they overtuni, destroy, and trample under foot 
every thing that is respectable among mankind, 
they deprive the afflicted of the last consolation . 
of their misery ; and lake fron> the rich and 
powerful the only check to the indulgence of 
their passions; and they eradicate from our 
hearts the rcmqrsc of guilt, and the hppes of 
Tirtue; absurdly boasting themselves at the time 
the friends and benefactors of mankind. The 
truth, say they, can never be hurtful: so far I 
am of their opinion, and tliis is to me a great 
proof that what they teach cannot be true.' 

To the above, RoHsseau adds, in a note, the fol- 
iQwing : 

* The contending parties reciprocall3r attack 
each other with so many sophisms, that it 
woi^d be a rash enterprise to undertake to ex- 
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pose them all. One of the most common oP 
tl^e philosophical side of the question is, to cgl^ 
trast an imaginary people, supposed to be ^ 
l^ood philosophers, with another people all tSSfi 
christians; as if it were more easy to make ^ a 
people true philosophers than good chrisqaBis. 
1 know not whether among individuals, one, be 
more easily met with than the other ; but thi« I 
know, that when we speak of a people, we must 
suppose they would as much abuse a philosophjr 
without religion, as they do religion without phi- 
losophy ; and this consideration seems to me to 
make a great difference in the question. Bayle 
has proved very acutely, that fanaticism is more 
pernicious than atheism; and this is not to be 
disputed: but he neglected to observer what is 
nevertheless true, that fanaticism, though san-. 
guinary and cruel, is a great and animating pas- 
sion, that it elevates the heart of man, and 
makes him lo^k d^vm with contempt on des^th ; 
that it is a prodigious spring of action, and re* 
quires only to be duly regulated in order to pro- 
duce the most sublime virtues ; whereas on the 
contrary, irreligion and aphilosopliical spirit in 
general, attaches us to life, enervates and debases 
the soul, concentrating, all our passions in self- 
interest ; and thus sapping by degrees the foun- 
dations of society. If atheism be less sangui- 
nary, it is less out of love to peace than from an 
indifference to virtue : let the world go how it 
will. It little concerns these pretended sages, pro- 
vided they can loll at ease in their closets. Their 
ptinciples do not excite them to slaughter, but 
they prevent them from adding to tiieir number, 
by corrupting the manners which tend to their 
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increase; by detaching themselves from their 
Bpccies, and reducing ail their affections to a sel- 
fish egotism^ as fatal to p<^pulation as to virtue. 
The indifference of a philosopher resembles the 
tran<|uillit)r of a state, under a despotic govern- 
ment ; it is the tranquillity of death, and more 
destructive than vrar itself. Thus fanaticism, 
though more fatal in its immediate effects, than 
what is called the philosophic spirit of the age, 
is much less so in its remoter consequences. 

'Philosophy, on its owh principles, cannot be 
productive of any virtue, which does not flow from 
religion, and religion is productive of many vir- 
tues, to which philosophy is a stranger. As to 
the practice it is another thing, and remains to be 
examined. There is no man who practises in 
every particular the dulie^ of his religion, when 
he has one, that is true : the greater part of man- 
kind have hardly any religion at all, and practise 
nothing of what little they have ; this also is very 
true: but after all, some have religion, and 
practise it at least in part'; and it is inconteslible, 
that motives of religion prevent them often from 
ialling into vice, and excite to virtuous and com- 
mendable actions, which they had not perform- 
ed but for such motives. Let a priest be guilty 
of a breach of trust; what does this prove but 
that a blockhead had confided in him ? If Pas- 
cal himself had done it, this would have proved 
Pascal an hypocrite ; but nothing more. — But a 
priest I Well, and what then ? Are those who 
make a traffic, the truly religious ? The crinoes of 
the clergy by no means prove that religion is use- 
^s, but that few persons arc religious. 
L2 



' 126 

^ Modem governments are undoubtedly indebt* 
ed to Christianity for their most solid authority, 
and the rarity of revolutions ; it has even ren- 
dered them less sanguinary ; this is proved bj 
comparing them with the ancient governments. I 
Heligiop better understood, hath by ba;iishing I 
fanaticism given a great mildness to chnstian 
manners. This alteration is not the effect of 1 
letters, for we do not find that wherever litera- 
ture hath flourished, humanity hath been at all 
times the more respected; the cruelty of the 
Athenians, the Egyptians, the Roman emper- 
ors, and the Chinese, are evidences of this. On 
the other hand, what deeds of charity and mercy 
have been effected by the gospel! how many 
restitutions and reparations hath not the prac* 
tice of confessions brought about among the Ca- 
tholics? Among us how many reconciliations 
are effected^ how many alms are distributed be- 
fore approaching communion? Among the 
Jews, avarice let go its hold, and misery was 
banished from among them oh the approach of 
their jubilee. Not a beggar was to be seen in 
their streets, as there is not among the Turks, 
whose charitable foundations are innumerable. 
By the principles of Uieir religion they are taught 
to be hospitable even to^the enemies of it Char- 
din tells US) that the Mahometans imagine there 
is a bridge, which they call Poul-Serrho, thrown 
over the flames of hell, which they are to pass at 
the genera] resurrection ; and this they cannot 
do until they have repaired the injuries they 
have * committed. Can I conceive that this 
bridge^ which is to repair ao^many imquides* 
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lee not actually prevent some I Suppose we 
ere to deprive the Persian* of this idea, by . 
srsuadins^ them Uiere is no such things as their 
oul-Serrho, nor any thing like it, where the op- 
ressed shall be avenged on their oppressors 
fter death ; is it not clear that the latter would 
e very much at their eise, and would be freed 
rom their trouble of appeasing the former? It is 
herefoi*e false, that this doctrine is not hurtful f- 
ind therefore it cannot be true. 

" Your moral precepts, my philosophers, are 
rery fine ; but pray let me know what sanction 
fou have for them. Forbear a moment to wan- 
ier from the point, and tell me plainly what you 
mbstitute in the place of the Poul-Serrho." 

Although Rousseau in this note allows Bayle's 
assertions to be true, yet 1 think it is evident that 
Ih his reasoning on it he has refuted it : and it 
should be remarked) that this author was only ac- 
quainted with a few philosophical atheists who 
speculated in their closets. What would he have 
said had he lived to see those opinions taught to 
the vulgar, and some of those philosophers guilty 
of the most horrid crimes ? 

From the examples that we have seen in France 
we should use much caution, even in laudable at- 
tempts to eradicate fanatical cm* superstitious no- 
tions from the n^inds of the common people. 
Amongst Mr. Wesley's people theie are no doubt 
some very sens^l^le men ; that this should be the 
case with the bulk -of Iheni is not to be expected. 
It is obvious that neither themselves nor their 
creed could be corrected or reformed by the me- 
thod I took ; they were more likely ts? be induced 
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U) renounoe religion altogethet^. On thataccoun 
also, I am not satisfied witii my conduct tdward 
them ; but I will conclude this and^ resume thi 
subject in my next. 

I am, 

Dear Friend, 

Year's. 



LETTER XX. , 

• '* By hope iiffcctcd, rirtue keeps the road 

" That leads to heaven, and ^ains the blissful port. 

" On liis support the wretched still rely, 
•* Live on his words, and catch the balmy gal^ i 

** While sweet religion points the weary eye 
** To peace beyond this mortal vale." 

DEAR FRIEND, 

HAD not my last been so long, I should have 
added a curious passage from the notes to Dr 
Parr's SpitaJ Sermon, preached at Christ Church 
upon Easter Tuesday, April 15, 1800. You know 
that iPlutarch, Bacon, and other great and little 
men have said, that superstition is worse thaYi 
atheism. I repeated their words in my Memmrs ; 
but although we knew the effects of superstition, 
we wel'c, umil lately, ignorant of the full eflfects 
of atheism. As the subject is somewhat con* 
nectcd with that of my preceding letter, I will 
transcribe the passage. 

* What. I would ask, (says the Dotctor) are the 
general effects of superstition^d ^atheism upon 
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e happiness and the condttctef maskind? Su* 
^rstition it is granted, has many direct sorrows; 
It atheism, no direct joys. Superstition admits 
ar, mingled with hope ; but atheism, while it 
ccludes liope, affords a very imperfect security 
rainst fear. Superstition is never exposed to 
le dreary vacuity in. the soul, over which 
heism is wont to brood in solitude and silence ^ 
at atheism is sometimes haunted by fore- 
>dings scarcely less confused, or kss un- 
uiet, than those by wluch superstition is annoy- 
d. Superstition stands aghast at the punish- 
[lents reserved for wicked men in another state ; 
ut atheism cannot disprove the fiossibility oi huch 
state to all men ; accompanied by conscioiis- 
lessy and fraught with evils equally dreadful in 
legree and duration, with those punishments, 
superstition has often preserved men fron& 
rimes ; but atheism tends to protect them from 
weakness only. Superstition imposes fresh res- 
raints upon the sensual appetites, though it may 
•ften let loose the malignant passions ; but athe- 
sm takes away many restraints from those appe- 
itesj without throwing equal checks upon those 
mssions, under many circumstances which may 
ixcite them in the minds of its votaries. Super- 
tition is eager from a vicious excess of credulity ; 
lut atheism is often obstinate from an excess of 
ncredulity, equally vicious. Superstition is some- 
imes docile from conscious weakness ; but 
itheism is always haughty, from real or 
(Opposed strength. Superstition errs, and 
terverts only in consequence of error ; but athe- 
pOn rejects, and for the most part, disdains 
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tQ;examihe.afiter Pejedion. SuperstitMm, cat^el 
at appeai^ances ; but sttheism starts back froitt rd 
alitieb. Superstition may, in 'a favourable ino 
jiieiit,:be awakened to the call of truth ; but atbe 
ism is generally deaf to the voice of that cbarmei 
charm s-he never so wisely.* 
■ Further on the Doctor says> 
. ' We may withotat the imputation of folly ver 
ttireio ask, whether Uie arguments against aihc 
ism be such as usually pr<Kluce a steady a^eni 
and ti3 warrant an unlimited affiance? Withou 
the imputation of perverseness, we may not b 
in haste to apply to the judgment of every ^athe 
isty wiiat Taylor eloquently says of the will, tha 
like the magnetic needle, "it was full of trisrab 
ling and uncertainty, ere it becfime fixed at it 
beloved pomt, wavering at first, because at first i 
doubted, and then was tX, rest, because it coiU 
doubt no more." After reachirg that state c 
rest,, atheism i^iSy have th^ credit of rescuin 
a mail from the agitations of delusive hopes, an 
the torments of gix)undless fears. But may 
not destroy at the same time other fears, whic 
arc very • salutary in checking our fantastic dt 
sires, and calming our turbulent resentments 
and naay it not extinguish other hopes too, whic 
seem necessary to support the bulk of mankind i 
their passage through this vale of tears.' 

An atheist can never enjoy such happy mc 
n;kcnt& as the following lines describe. 

Calm as the stillness which^ttcceedsa storm. 
Soft as the spring-tide in its milder £uvm, 
When every but^ and evciy opening flower 
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^dM^99 firesK s woetiiesa from ,the vernftl slyMpr^ ; . 
So ajjiu, so calm, sp trtlnq^illiz"'d tlie breast^, 
.YhiJs^ 'all the fieYi(i-]ike passions are at rest j 
MTIi^ Gra^e ulnd Nature 'si jarring discord ceise, ' 
A^uleonscience whispers, all within. is peace. 

\. Thoughts on Itappkiew. . 

It i$ cerU^ly possible even for afanartic; era 
>tipersdtioHS person to experience siich a charm* 
jig^tate of xnindi at times : but it is not possible 
hat an atheist ever should. 

lneT-:ry editioiiof my Memoirs, is the fol- 
to^ng passage, , : . 

';! have been often asked if 1 <iid notbelieve^or 
r&tber know, that the Methodists were a vile set 
of hypocrites altogether ? My reply has been 
uwfarmly in the negative. I ana certain that 
ihcyare not in general so: the greatest part oi 
them indeed are very ignorant, (which is the case 
ofenthusiasts of cvej-y religion ;) but I believe 
that a very considerable number of the Metho- 
dists are a sincere, bonest, and friendly people. 
In Justice to those of that description, it may not 
be amiss to observe, that many artful, sly, de- 
&i^3ing per^ns, have noticed their character, 
connection, kc* and knowing that a religious per- 
son is in general supposed to be honest and con- 
scientious, have been induced to join their soci- 
eties, and by assuming an appearance of extra-^ 
ordinary sanctity, have the better been enabled 
to cheat and defrabd such as were not guarded 
against their hypocritical wiles.' 

If at a time when I had shaken hands witb 
Christianity and. parted, I "vyas obliged in con- 
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science to assert, that they were in general hori 
est, friendly and sincere ; you niay easily sup 
pose that I am not now pleased with my attempt 
to render them ridieulous, as I learn by so dbin 
I have in some measure been aiding the cause ( 
infidelity. And perhaps what I have sadd migl 
also have tended to encourage some harden e 
and impenitent sinners, "who are ever ready t 
apply what might be said in a lights trifting ^wa^ 
against fanaticism or superstiti6n to any degre 
of reiigiouS( worship or conduct that L; bey on 
the ordinary custom of the world. 

I also think that I should not have endeavoure 
to render the whole of those people ridiculous, a 
by so doing I have grieved many who are since rt 
ly worshipping God, and, as they think, in th 
Tiest way and manner it is possible to worshi 
him. 

It must be acknowledged that they have bee 
the means of reclaiming and dvilizing many i$ 
i;>orant, hardened, and notorious wretches, i 
whom it were hard to say whether the devil c 
brute were most predominant ; yet such as thes 
have by them been induced ever after to live p 
ous, sober, industrious members of society. 

I must also observe, that when we see so muc 
coldness and indifference towards religion and r< 
ligious duties ; when so many seem to think th^ 
if our brethren sleep they do well ; it was not 
time, at least for me, to be declaiming so m^ 
against enthusiasm. I must conclude this, au 
finish the subject in my nes^t. 
I am, 

. Deaf friend, your's 
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LETTER XXI. 

^ TU* msidious sland'ring thief is worse 

I Ttotfi the lioor rogue who steals your purse. 

COTTON. 
DSAR FRIEND) 

I AM also sorry that in my Memoirs I insert- 
ed two letters said to be written by Mr. Wesley, , 
When 1 inserted them, 1 informed my readers 
that I copied them from a pamphlet, entitled 
« ALetter to the Rev. T. Coke,L. L. D. and Mr. 
Modre, by an old Member (of Mr. Wesley's So^ 
dcty.) i was induced to believe those letters to 
be 'genuine, partly by^tlj^ir bearing some resem- 
blance to Mr. Wesley's stile and manner, but 
more ^o from the notice which was printed at the 
end of the seeond letter, and is as follows : 

Should any one entertain a doubt concerning the 
foregsmg letters being written by Mr, Wesley^ the 
outhor canfitoduce the originals^for the aati^ction 
ofmchy ^they will take the trouble to caU on the 
publisher J who has his address, and will refer therfi 
io htm. 

When I transcribed these letters from the above 
pamphlet, the third edition of my Memoirs was 
in the press ; and as the printer was nearly come 
to the part where I wished them to be introduced, 
I sent the copy off in a hurry, and then set off to 
my house at Merton. 

Some time after these extraordinary letters had 
been printed in my Mcmeirs, I was not quite sat*-^ 
isfied that I had omitted to scie the originals. 
M ^ , 
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upon which I sent my head shopman, with my 
compliments to the author of thd pamphlet, aaod 
requested a sight of those original letters ; btt^ I 
instead of complying with my request, he retum- 1 
cd for answer, that he had returned the tsttettl^ 
the persons to whom they were written. 

When I found that he could not, or would not 
produce the originals, I was more dissatis^d 
vrith myself for having inserted them in my Me- 1 
moirs. ^ 

Iti all subsequent editions of those Memoirs, T | 
should have left them out ; but after they hiid 
found a place there, had they been omitted, I 
thought my 'readers might be displeased, and 
think that I had not done right in omitting them ; 
others that never saw the pamphlet from whence 
I informed my jreaders I had transcribed them, 
snigh^ think they were fabricated by me, and 
that I had from conscious guilt left them out. 
Upon the whole, I thought it best not to omit 
them ; so that they are t© be found in ab«at tv^chre 
thousand copies of the- memoirs of my life. 

I have ever, in subsequent editions, informed 
my readers that I could not be certdn as to their 
authenticity, as I had sent to the author and re- 
quested a sight of the originals, and that he bad 
returned the above answer. I also shewed the 
pamphlet from whence I transcribed them to allj 
that desired to see it ; and I still keep it by tbc. 
Jt was printed £:>r J. Luffn^int Alfred-buildings, 
Windmill-street, Moorfields; H. D. Symons, No. 
20 Pate»noster-row ; J PhiJIips, Hihf 27 City.- 
road ;' and J Cottle, BrbtoL 
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Supposing Mr. Wesley to be the author of the 
Srst of these letters, he could not have been an 
honest man, or sincere in what he professed to 
relieve, as I ever believed him to be until 1 saw 
ihat letter. Even while I v^^as an iqfidel I respect- 
ed him so mncb for these qualities, and his un- 
wearied disinterested labours, in what he believed 
10 be the cause of God and the good of mankind, 
ihat it always gave me pleasui'e to see, him pass 
by my shop. After I had seen those letters I was 
often in doub^asto his real character. When I 
reflected on his primitive manner of living, his 
sufferings, his unparalleled labours for more than 
sixty years together, &c. I could hardly think it 
possible for a human being to be for such a length 
of tiiBO, and in such a manner, only acting a feign- 
ed part ; for had he been the author of the first 
letter, he must have been a hy]pocrite, or a free- 
thinker, or both. 

It is a horrid crime to misrepresent and black-, 
en any person's character. 

— " The dark villain who shall aim 
*• To blast a fair and spotless name, 
*' He steals a precious ^em away, 
** Steals what both Indies can't repay .V 

It was still worse to blacken such a person as 
every pious man must acknowledge Mr. Wesley 
to have been. Notwithstanding (what I conceive 
to be) all his enthusiasm and wrong opinions, he 
certainly was a venerable character who served 
his God and the King faithfully. 

Being much dissatisfied with myself for insert- 
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ing these Letters in my Eife, lest by this means 
I should have (although unintentioxially) helped 
to spread abroad a false opinion of a good maiii I 
sent for Dr. Whitehead's life of Mr. J. Wesley, 
and by the Doctor's account of his deaths I am 
fully convinced that his Ufc was uniformly consirt 
ent with the opinion which I had fbrmed o€ his 
character ; and whoever wilV take the ti^uble tc 
look over that part of the work will, with roe, be 
convinced that those two letters which arc ascri 
bed to him, were fabricated to answer some base 
purpose. 

Tread on his ashes still, ye ruffians, tread ; 
By venal lies defame tlie sacred dead ; 
With Satan stillyour feeble malice show. 
The last poor eflforts of a vanquish'd foe ; 
T* arraign a saint deceas'd profanely dare, *% 
But look to meet him at the last great bar* C 
And horribly recant your hellish slider there.3 
JSkjgy on £. yone^, E^ 

^ I will transciibe the account of his death, vol. 
li. page 454. Tuesday, March J, 179 1, "In the 
forenoon he said, * I will get up/ While they 
were preparing liis clothes, he broke out in a 
manner that astonished all who were about him, 
in singing. 

" ril praise my Maker while I've breath, 
And when my voice is lost in death. 

Praise shall employ my nobler powers ; 
My days of praise shall ne'ier be past. 
While life, and thought, and being last. 

Or immoilality endures !" 
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^' Having got himnnto hischair,liiey obsctvcd 
him change for death. But he, regardless of his 
dying body, said with a weak voice, ' Lord, Thou 
p:ivest strength to those who can speak, and those 
who cannot. Speak, Lord, to all our hearts, and 
let them know that thou loosest tongues.* He 
then sung, 

" To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
** Who sweetly all agfree" — 

** Here his voice failed. After gasping for 
breath, he said, ' Now we have done all.' He 
was then laid on the bed, from whence he rose no 
more. After resting a little, he called to those 
who were with him, ' To pray and praise/ Soon 
after he said, ' Let me be buried in nothing but 
what is woollen ; and left my coipse be carried in 
my coffin, into the chapel.* And again called upon 
them to * pray and praise ;' and taking each by 
the hand, and affectionately saluting them, bade 
them farewell. Attempting afterwards to say 
something, which they could not understand, he 
paused a little, and then, with all the remaining 
strength he had, said, ' The best of all is, God 
js with us^ Again, lifting his hand, he repeated 
the same words in a holy triumph, * The best of 
all is, God is with us.' Something being . given 
him to moisten his lips, he said, * It will not do ; 
we must take the consequence- Nevcir mind the 
poor carcase.' Being told that his brother's wi- 
dow was come, he said, < He giveth his servants 
rest ;' thanked her as she pressed his hand ; and 
mPfectjioBatcIy endeavoured to kiss ^g^^ His lips 
M 3 
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being again wet, he repeated fais usual gmce z&^r 
a meal ; We thank chee, O Lord, for these and 
all thjr mercies: bless the church and king; 
grant us truth and peace^ through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.' After some pause, he said^ 'The 
clouds drop fatness. The Lord is with us. The 
God of Jacob is our refuge/ He again called th^n 
to prayer, and appeared ferventljr to join in their 
petitions* 

^ Most of the following night he often attempt- 
ed to repeat the psalm before mentioned ; but 
ixjuld only get out, ' PlI praise.' — I'll praise.* On 
Wednesday morning his end drew neah Mr. 
Bradford, his old and faithful friend, who, with 
the affection of a son, had attended him many 
years, now prayed with him ; and the last word 
he was heard to articulate was ' farewell.' 

" A fciw minutes before ten, on the second iky 
of March, while a number of his friends were 
kneeling r^Dund his bed, died Mr. John fVesley, 
without a groan. He was in the eighty-eighth 
year of his age ; had been sixty -five years in the 
ministry ; and the preceding pages will be a last- 
ing memorial of his uncommon zeal, diligence, 
and usefulness in his Master's work, for more 
than half a century. His death was an admirable 
close of so laborious and useful a life." 

In reviewing Mr. Wesley's character. Dr. 
Whitehead quotes (page 469) what Dr. Johnson 
said of him, viz. " Mr. Wcsley?s conversation b 
good ; he talks well on any subject ; I could con- 
verse with him all night." Page 472, "His (Mr. 
Wesley's) liberality to the poor knew no bounds, 
but an empty pocket. He gave awtt7» not merely 
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a certain part of his income, bHt all he had ; his 
own wants provided for, he devoted all the rest to 
the necessities of others. He entered upon this 
good \irork at an early period We are told when 
he had thirty pounds a year, he lived on twenty- 
eight, and gave away forty shillings. The next 
year receiving sixty poHuds, he still lived on 
twenty-eight, aid gave away tw«-and-tlurty. The 
third he received ninety pounds, and gave away 
sixty-two. The fourth year he received one hun- 
dred and twenty pounds, still he lived on twenty** 
eight, and gave to the poor ninety-two.'* In this 
ratio he proceeded dudng the rest of his life ; and 
in^e course of fifty years, it has been supposed 
he gave away between twenty and thirty thousand 
pounds. 

I have sud before in my Memoirs, that he left 
behind him, at his death, 4/. 1 O^. 

I am. 

Dear friend, 

Yours. 



LETTER XXII. 

With eloquence innate his ton^e was arm'd : 

TTio* harsh the precept, yet the preacher charm'd. 

For lettinff down the golden chain from high. 

He drew his audience upward to the sky. 

He bore his great commission in his look ; 

Yet sweetly temper*d awe ; and sod'ned allhespdce. 
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He preacV^ the joys of heav'n, and pains of Udl$l 
Aud wara'd the sinner with becoo^ng^ zeal : V 

But on eternal mercy lov'd to dwells ) 

His preaching- much, but more his practice wrought: 
(A living" sermon of the truths he taught ;) 
For this by rules severe his lifche squar'ci 

. \ That aU might «« the doctrines whien thiey hetard : 
For p^nests, he said, are patteftis for the rest : 
(The gold of heav'n bears the God iijDpress'd) - 
But when the precious coin is kept uncleaiv 
The So^nereign's image is no longer seen. 

- If they be foul, on whom the peoplfe trust 
Well may the baser brass contract a rust; 
Ever at hand w^s he without requeHt 
To serve the sick, to succour the distressed : 
Tempting on foot alone, without affnglit 
The dangers of a dark tempestuous night. 
Such was thesairtt ; who shone with every grace, 
Reflecting', Moses-like, his MakerV^ce. 
God saw his image lively was express'd t 
And his new work, as in creation, bless'd. 

dryden's good PARSOy. 

DEAR FHIENO, 

I hope yeu will excuse me if I give you one 
letter more on Mr. Wesley, as I think that such 
an extraordinary person must be interesting toev- 
cry curious observer of human nature ; and ha- 
ving been misled and deceived myself to the pre- 
judice of his real character, I am the more inter- 
ested in what concerns liim. 

Page 477, Dr Whitehead says, " I shall fin\sh 
this review pf Mr. IVesley's character, with two or 
three sketches of it drawn up by different per- 
sons." Now that Mr. John Wesley has finished 
his course upon earth, I may be allowed to esd- 
mate his character, and the loss the world has 
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su3tained by his death. Upon a Mr account, it 
appears to be such, as Dot only annihilates all the 
reproaches that have been cast upon him ; but 
such as does honour to mankind, at the same time 
that it reproaches them. His natural and acqui- 
red abilities, were both of the highest rank. His 
apprehension was lively and distinct ; his learn- 
ing extensive. His judgment, thougli not infal- 
lible, in most cases excellent. His mind was 
steadfast and resolved. His elocution was ready 
and clear, graceful- and easy, accurate and unai^ 
fected. As a writer, his style, though unstudied 
and flowing with natural ease, yet for accuracy 
and perspicuity, was such as may vie with the best 
writers in the English language. Though his 
temper was naturally warm, his manners were 
gentle, simple and uniform. Never were such 
happy talents better seconded by an unrelenting 
perseverance in those courses, which singular 
endowments, and his zealous love to the interests 
of mankind marked for him. His constitution 
was excellent ; and never was a constitution le^s 
abused, less spared, 6r more excellently applied, 
in an exact subservience to tKe faculties of his 
mind. His labours and studies were wonderful. 
The litter were not confined to theology only, but 
extended to every subject that tended, either to 
the improvement, or the rat^nal entertainment of 
the mind. 

If we consider the reading he discovered by it- 
self, his writing, and his other labours by them- 
selves, any one of them will appear sufficient to 
have kept a person of oixUnary application, busy 
dunng the whole of his life. In short, the tran- 
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tactions of his life could nev^r have been per* 
formed, without the utmo^ exertion of two quaC- 
ties ; which depended not upon his capacity, but 
on the uniform stead&stness of his resolutioiis. 
These were infiexibte temperance, and unexam- 
pled economy of lime. In these he was a pattern 
to the ag^e he lived in ; and an example, to what a 
surprizing extent a man may tender himself use- 
ful in his generation, by temperance and punctu- 
ality. His friends aiui followers have no reasbn 
to be shamed of the name of Methodist he has 
entailed upon them : as, for an uninterrupted 
course of years, he has given the world an in- 
stapce ol^the possibility of living without wasting 
a single hour,. and of the advantage of a regular 
distribution of time, in discharging the important 
duties and purposes of life. Few ages have more 
needed such a public testimony of the value of 
time ; and perhaps none have had a more conspic- 
uous examine of the perfection, to which the im- 
provement of it may be carried. 
. '" As a minister his labours were unparalleled^ 
And such as nothing could have supported him 
under, but the warmest zeal for the doctrine he 
taught, and for the eternal interests of mankind. 
He studied to be gentle, yet vigilant aiTd faithful 
towards all. He possessed himself in patieace, 
and preserved hims^f unprovoked, nay, even ua: 
rufHcd in the midst of persecution, reproach, and 
all manner of abuse, both to his person and ndme. 
But let his works praise him. He now enjoys 
the fruits of his labours, and that praise which he 
Bojught, not of men, but of God. 
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^< To finish the portrait. Examuie the tenor of 
his life, and it will be found self-cvidcmly iticoTfe> 
sistent viith his being a slave to any ene passion ol^ 
pursuit, tliat can fix a blemish on his charstcter. 
Of whatoiSe were the accumulatioBs of wealth to* 
him, who, through his whole course, never al- 
lowed himself te taste the repose of indolence, of 
even of the comnKHi indulgence in the use of tlia^ 
necessaries of life. Free from the partiality of 
any party, the sketcher of this excellent charac- 
ter, with a friendly tear, pays it as a just tribute to 
the memory of so - great and good a man, who 
when alive was his friend." 

Page 479, Dr. Whitehead says, « ThefoUow- 
lug, so far as it goes, is an accurate and beaudful 
picture of this extraordinary m9xu " • 

" Very ia^ly, 1 had an opportunity; for some 
days together, of observing Mr; 1Vt9ley with at- 
tention. I endeavoured to con^der him^ not so 
much with the eye of a friend, as with the impar* 
tiality of a philosopher ; and I must df^clare, every 
hour I spentin his.company, afforded me fresh 
reasons for esteem and veneradonv So fine ah 
old man T never saw« The happiness of his mind, 
beamed forth in his countenance. Every look 
shewed how fully he enjc^ecl ^ The gay remem^ 
brance of a life well spent :' and wherever he 
went, he diffused a portion of lus-oWnfelicky.^ 
Easy and affable in his demeanour, he «ceofnmd-( 
dated himself to every sort of company, and 
shewed how happily the most finished courtesy 
may be blended with the mo$t perfect piety, lit 
I his conrerdation, we might be as a loss whether fh 
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admire most hla fine claa^cal taste, his exteti- 
sive knawledge of men and things, or his ora- 
flowing goodness of heart. While the gppave and 
serious were charmed with his wisdom, his sport- 
ive sallies of innocent mirth delighted eiwn the 
young and thoughtless ; both Baw in his uBinter- 
rupted cheerfulness, the excellencj of true reli- 
gion . No eynical remarks on the levity of youth, 
embittered hk discourses : no applausive retro- 
spect to past times, marked his present discon- 
tent* In him, eVen old age appeared deUghtfii], 
like an evening without a cloud ; and it was im- 
possible to observe him without wishing ferventiyi 
* may my latter end be like his !' 

" I find mysetf anequal to the task of delineat- 
ing such a chai^act^. What I liave said, may to 
some appear as panegyric ; but there are num- 
bers, and those of taste and discernment too^ who 
can bear witness to the truth, though by no means 
to the perfecttiess of the sketch I have attempted. 
With such I havebeen frequently in company ; 
and every one of them, I am persuaded, would 
subscribe to all I have said. For my own pan, I 
never was so happy, as while withliim, aad scarce* 
ly ever felt more poignant regret than at parting 
with him ; for well I knew, ^ I ne'er should look 
upon his like again.' 

I cannot forbear giving a part of another por- 
ti^t which Dr. Whitehead has introduced in his 
■work, ^ • 

^^ His indefatigable zeal in the discharge of his 
duty, has long been witnessed by the world ;. but, 
9s n^ankiod are not always inclined to put a gene- 
I'ous construction on the exertion of sb^^ular t»> 
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Avas actuated by a disinterested rcg^d tp. the imr 
>.Ti^9rtal.iDU?fe^.^f ijO^nJ^indn ^j^ /j[^ui'e<f, .and 
^tmli^d), 0i>d prc^ircd,.and.\vi'pl^, to rjjppagatc^ 
•what 4ie Ui^Ucved-tQjbp tbe^ go^gej.of, Ciri&t, Thp 
iatferMa]^ of tboser^nga^jg^^jsm^^^ere employed in 
^0f?^ning an4 A'eg^Jating xbexonperns of his nu- 
iK^j'PU&^OcleUe.s V ^s^l^ing theueces^iu^s, soly,- 
iT^ t^9 di/ficu|tie)|»a^4^Q0tbing the afflk^iQiisof 
his hearers. . ,}ie <^^f;ved sp xigid a tenj^rance, 
and allowed bim^eif>89 lj,wle r^j^sj^^JLj^a^fic Sjcem- 
ed tob^ atoKe;|bf[|.4nJljf^itie^,<>^;a^^i]e^fif^^^ 
independ^OtVly pfftji;e^<j^U:4y m>ep[^pntv'i>e. occif- 
,lHe4. ., ..-;; •..),; . ;. .: :...; r.H '.■■•- 

*' Tbe , **^tal of the opcprj-f Rffc^9f ^ycry. , d^y 
of h^f life ayjijuy bp the> gpe^t<?fiti;^"c9il[)ium . 

^ Had he Jtoved ,w^alt^h, \\q ^ght hayc accu- 
iil^tated witl¥>i|t, bounds, lljad .iiie^beei^.fond 9f 
power, his influence, would 4^^ve bec^TV worth couri- 
it^J>y*tWiy party> , . I do not say he was wjthout 
ambition ; he h4v4 /'(f?^ which ckKutiardty ueefl nqt 
blush at, and which virt\ie is pr^ud to con^Wss. , 1 
da not mean ).hat>Yhiqh ^.. grafted on apkndour 
Wd toge pqss?<^^iQJisj4ibut,tl)at wbiclhCQmmiiiids 
thp bftarts .an4 atf^9>ti<Mi3,.thc lio.iftage.^i>d .grati- 
ti|ide,ofthous^^ids^ ^ Fov him they fp^^JtsenUroents 
of:V€m^aMon,.9Rly ^nfeiior ; jtotl^pBe jiji^y. pay to 
licaven : to him they loqked as ^l^^ir fatheJ^ ^heir 
b^aefa^op, ihpir gja^diQ t^ ff^loiy fti^^ inun^itaiity : 
fcr bim. th^y fell pros^ate^ bcfopc^ G<?fl, with pi^a^- 
ers and tears, to spar^ li|S-doon>i^a]^.pixilopg hfs 
^y*^ - .Stf}&h,»^r<<^Di!(Vpf^c«f,as.tb^.is snf^ to 
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g^eatnb^ is c^^emptlbie Ittl^^kSe^ Bcffbre t1^ 
lofty i^Tiilates koW> and princes hide their (Mffli- 
tiished* heads. 

*^iiis z^Mrasnot a transiieni blazet Imt a 
steady and constant Earner The- ardor of his ^h- 
vh wasnektH^r damped by difi^lty) nor siMuhmI 
by age. This' was ascrihedhy himselfyio the 
power of Divii^e grace ; bythc -world to etUMm^ 
atm. ^ -Be it what it will) it is what phihisopb^FS 
must envy, and infidels respect ; it is that which 
gives ene^^ to the soul, a0d without which there 
can he ho g^reatness or herein. 

« Why: ^hoitld we condemn that in religiaD) 
which we ap^iidin e^ry other profession or 
pursuit? He had a vigour and elevation of mindf 
ilrhich hothihg'biit the belief of the Divine ^our 
and pf^s^hce cchild inspire. This threw a lostre 
round Ms'inftrmities, changed bis bed of sickhess 
into a triumphal car, and made his ejrf ran uppfhe^ 
osi9 rather ^hah a dbsolmioti. 

' ^ He was qualified in every branch of literatures 
ho was well versed in the learned tongues^ in 
Metafihtf^s/ttk Orator)^ in Logic, in Cridcismy 
i^d every requiate of a Chrktian minister. His 
style was ifervous, dear, and manly ; his preach- 
ing was pathedcand persoadve^ his Journals Kre 
artless and intefesdng f mid hb compositions and 
compilatiohs tO' promote knowledge* and pietft 
were altnost^iinumeraUe. - 

<* I do ncKt say be was withchit faults, or above 
mbtakes ; biit they wei^ lost in the multitude of 
Us ^excellencies and virtues. 

<< The great'pttrpose of his life was doing good : 
^ thisht relinqiuMiedidl farmorwd prefeitncntt 
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to t1^ lie dedkilftdidltise fnnmrs:«tfli(pfiy ^^ 
mind ; alt all timesaDd in ^1 i>i»o0% in f^mn^tni, 
out of season, by gentlen^s^) by t^tron ^y argii«^ 
Toenti by perftu^On, by re«»% by^iHUBfeat) bfi 
every mdtive and eve py mdmeimHr'^ f^vme 
-vTith un^^^^ied a^si^^y^ to jturn men fromthe* 
ei^ofof thciirways, am! a^ipake» them tp mUie aiaid: 
religion. To the bed of sickness, op fhe coucb o^ 
prosperity ; to the pt-ison, the hospital, the house 
of mourning, ar the house qf feasting, wherev^ 
there was ^ friends serve, or a ^^1 to save, he. 
readily repaired ; to administer a^si^^ice or jad" 
vtec, reproof or consolation. He thought no office- 
too bumiliasing, no condescension t^o low, lu) un^ 
dettaking too arduous, to reclaim the meanest of. 
God'S offspring. ^Thc soois of aH m^werq e* 
qually precious in his sightiaiid the va)ae of an 
immortal cnsatnre beyond all estimjation. H^ 
p^netraled the abodes of wretchedness and igno^ 
ranee, to resciae the profligate from perdition ; 
add he comm^icated tiie light of life tothose whe^ 
sat in darkness ^nd in the shadow of death. He 
changed the outcasts of society, intpysef^l menpt<* 
bers } and cilriUsed even savages, and filled those 
Ups with prayer and pcaisej.that had been accus^ 
tomcd only to oaths and if^pr^eatiiins* But as tlie 
stt^ngest religious impressipns are ap^ to become 
languid withoutdisclpiine ^d prapticC) he divided 
bis people ;ii)to classes and bs^nds, acqording to 
their attaitiiigientft.- He appointed i^equent meet* 
ings for pr^yerand conversation, where they gavK^ 
an account of their experieuce^ thpir)iope^ ap4 
fears, their joys and troul^es ; by which means 
they were united to each bther^ and to thiiir com* 
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6iith <AYitf%4fyH^\ttydM ^(iui4tl6r^ loi^db otheT% 
ehaiiact^i^. • Tiros '^hesfcetfslmsew^dt^artg op 
mfd iloiRiiiteeidybeAt4Dg vhe tI^* fmH$ iD<f every 
grace and ^«rt«e. Thus he ^twrerned and pteserv- 
^hisiitum€;»Ml»BodeUe6>wttt6hii)gthetriTnproiVt' 
tnf*titwi«h 81 patferiWil caYe, SiWd^ncdMfttgcd thcca 
giobe^fkithftil tdtlie cnd.^' - : • . , ' i - 
Pdgd 484. «Thc figure oHVit; Wesley waste* 
^tKtrkable: Hi^fitature ^as low ;f liis tiabit oi bo- 
dy in ev^'pe^i^lof Hfe, the f^v^grsiff of corpitleiw, 
and expressive of ^tridt tempei^nce^ idfifd contino- 
^\ excreise; and nbtwitirstandln^libsmaH »isic, 
his "step '^s #rin, and his appea^aTk0^ uil vaMn 
a few years ©fhrfi death, vi^ortjUi^^and'tnuscalar. 
His face, Ibf 'an old niair, wai* bne of thts fihcstiwj 
have se'i&n. A ^Ica^f smooth fdtfcktf«i ^ an aqui- 
line nose, ii» eye iHe brightest «nd ««JSt piercing: 
that can ^ tonceiv^> andaifrwilflie^of com- 
plexioh ^tirtJely ever {oib<$ fdnhd^if hisyears^ and 
hnji^^^ve* of the wio&t perfi^cf health, ^THmspttcd 
to^rende^ hiiVi a venoriible'afnd intereaurig iigune. 
F^W Ks^vfe *^n him WklVdutb^lttg Struck whhbis 
{||)peamA<t6 ] fciid itiaryy, ^Whd^had 'b«en gre«ly 
pre j tjfdife^ agairist hihiy-hi^HRe hekm knc»wn to chang;e 
fheii^biiliifcn', fhe in<5fr(e(i»»{ th^yVere hMTOdnced 
Jhto His ^resen^e. ' ' Ih h!s^ feOifivWtttitwe'atid de- 
infeanor, there' \^as:vi<*h€fert^ii^©fe''inihg*c<t tnth 
gravity 5* tt spr^HtHnfegs^ ^tHiltJh itttfei the natural 
result of fen unus«fal'fl<w df sptrlfsv^aod* yet was 
^fconipaifififd^ith'ex^ry ititirk fcffli^Ufioat serene 
i'anqtillltyi 'J ^h -ftsf^bt, parti^uli^rlf lijte'l>rofiIe, 
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had a stMig chuiicter of accQttftiess «ittl-p«!ielrft- 

<^ IikhUdresSyJie^as a pattern of neatness and 
timpiicky, -A narroiir, pisdted stock, a co^t witb a 
small -Qpr^^ht collar, no liuckles at bis knees, no 
sUk or velvet in smy part • of his apparel, and a 
head as wkile as snow ga^ean idea of something 
primitive and appostolic ; while an air^f neatness 
aad cleanliness was diffased over his whole per- 
•on.'' 

Perhaps I cannotcc»chide this letter better ibm 
with-tlie foU ei wi n g ^iHcs ; 

A dying wdfit can true believers nk)um ? > 

• Joynil they see their (Hetid to lieaven rettrni : 

• Hia antti^attng words their souls inspire. 
And bear them upwards on his caret fire : 

His looks, when langua^ fails, new life impart^, 
'Heaven in hia looks and JesiIA in his heart ; 
He feels the happiness that cannot ftde. 
With everlasting joy upon his bead, ^ 

• Starts from the, flesh, and gains his native skies i 
Gloiy to God on high !— the Christian dies ! , 
Dies from the worW, and q^s his earthly clod : J 
Dies, and receives tfic croivn by Christ bestowed, > 
Di^h)tx>allthel^attdplei^tade ofCod. y 
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LETTEll-XXIlt - 

. '■ ' ...'J* .\^'- ■ ■? .1 \'zq ;> ■". .f -•-^.: . * ,-. ^ '. ' 

'. Lord ! ttake tli^e'e aVftr^ wori^' * , "f 

' * Unto\hce,' my ; bteeding^: E«:)rd, : ^ i 
• ' * How«ve<piaie^Itwcn.s .,;. ., ♦ .i. .. > : 

. * i.i%|<^i\1»t^y.s]^aUng^ bloody ^ 

* Sle, witli ill my sins least ' '''''".. 

' On my atoning^ God/ •• 

nSAR FRIEND, ^ ^ '.:.' 7;tf: 7<,.if : >r : 

I H A.VE lately, on more than one occa^on^ 
been obliged'to'subaeiibento^ lb^^4j«^ of tbc 
"vrords of Christ^ //*' anyf mdn'^^^iU-th the fttiU of 
my Father^ he shalfkno%^ 'pfihiT'dotf)nni^^^^ I 
teach whether it he of God* I am ttiotie^an e^er 
convincqd^ tbjit if w^dprnptipve \l<^rfcncks' rdthe%' 
than li^ht^ tliw^ U^htwitf «^*»c rmrfe^^n^'morT-ah 
our minds, i^nd di^^F*i;hi&Tmists;att4 ilapkncss in 
iVhich W^ ai'ii^hy natdre atijcl sin ciiVeloped, and 
^2^t tbft periect.day will at last bur^t f6rth on.*our 
«)ij(ls; and their k. is, t bat w^ understand the 
iheanitig bf^he«e?w6rda, Jnvr^ ligi^ yer^tsUL eee 
light, I baye before, in part, informed you, that 
lor some time pastl have been made inlHng, and 
very desirous of not only knowing the Will of God^ 
but also of doing it. And by the grace of Gad 
I have also, for some time, been able to live so* 
b^rly^ righteously, and godly in this sinful worM^ 
regardlessof the sneers, laughs and jokes of my 
thoughtless acquaintance* In propomon as the 
4ionce' n for my own salvation sunk deeper in my 

tnind, the more was I affected in reflecting on the 
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con^(in«{4rfy-fl^}|oiK^«p^atiirc^Qtr6utid met !th« 
follb«^ing1me^hkli^jt)(tOfAt)tt;n nvoiaVnfuHy i*ept^«- 

cd by/mc r'^' '-i " --^ " ' :>: ' - ' ^ , >' ■ 

t - f Ye 8im|ite.«ilifetfeat$traf, » ,; f 

,* (That loneljv imilet|ueijted \va}') -. 

* To life am! happiness. 

'* Whv ^rl^HVfoHV love," '* •■ ^^ ' '"'" » ' ' i ■ ^ 

* And l^ate the wisdoQl from above, . ^ ■ . • 
*^ndBio<^fJ»p>pnpof 90^ •'-..; . . .» I 

.', \ 'Avii ;.'•;! Vi.i ^j ■.'■It ; ,i.^;, .-. .!, 
sAt>o«lt»ftweke:itiondisrsihce I sent fdr^&oait 
cheai^.reb^^^iii&'bQoiBSy viZ; The<^iiole.Dtity of 
•Jitov^^ie Gi^eat^ limportahcc ^if a^ •reliQ;ioK»s 4if6, 
Balfcter-sXiblitotHo Uncozwerted^ Brown?s Bi»- 
towr 'aftrf Dbctptne «€ rteNe^v. Testament^ GU- 
pioi» i^iresbf Tmman, Atkins and. Bakery ^s^ 
^Tftf kms ' ot!her & ; > same of w^ich i gava : awit^ 
otliMTs llcft m a poor man'^ house to be iiir him 
ient to such of the farmers, or poor people^ aj^ 
t^oold reard 4tem*o And I - liad reason I to 4hlnk 
that kdme little ^goodfwas doiie, by thus gtting; 
tliraivan^of portutiity of ueading tr^hotit iany eyi- 
pcfMce.' -''-v- : -!', : t .\'.. ;.-,j. . .:. c/ .. ^j'^;; 
t'-To^'sOttve young; men .wbal nUl«i]g]it:jiinMfd 
Mt ijkelkd' religious booiis,,! ienit Eobt^dn^Ciiu- 
«oe^s ^A^^entuf e^i-and sdme Qxtlash mtoval .'diid?;etl- 
tc»taimng works^ m oi*der/iii:eibipiot:tl^e7tvin.'.tlie 
^tftof «vi;ningir and by this mennsi pv e^ent tliovk 
iVom spendkig'thdiri evenings, in- Jbad t^ompany. 
Fdr young ^trnictn I fTotrSi»air<iTay, The Wotk- 
hoosc^' fico; i also^got mar^ aT a dtoap^ iedicic^ 
of Addison's Eriderrces-of thc€*»i&u*» fleligWHf, 
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«Dd some of Wats^'s Apol^y &r libe Kble» iol 
Letters to T. Paiae ; these 1 put into the handiof 
freethinkers ; and I believe they made «oiiie m- 
pression on their minds. I now saw that it wis 
my duty, when oj^ortunity offered, to point out 
the dreadful consequences of persistTDST ^ a lack- 
ed oourse of life, and of neglecting eternal con* 
cems ; and i pesceived that those reproofs* and 
serious observations, made some little idtentioo 
in the conduct of several, n 

Last summer, being in Tauxiton, at the house 
of Mr. J. Smith, brother to my first wife, his sod 
brought in a paixel of those religtous tracts which 
are published by the Religious Tiaa Soclety>aod 
sold cheap by T. Williams, Stationer's<eurly 
Ludgate^treet^ London. I had heard befbjttlbat 
there was such a society established, but knew 
not where their tracts could beiiad ; nor did 1 
know that they Weresuch as wereproper tobeptt 
into th6 hands of the poor; so that ^ was mMch 
pleased with an opportunity of procuring some of 
them. I took one of each of moi« than thirty 
aorts I and when I got home, Mrs* L- and I rud 
them oyer together,'in oDder4o know if they were 
proper to be dispersed abroad, and whether thcf 
"were calculated to do good to such as should read 
-them. In going through these pamphlets, I found 
4hat i^thougb the cominlers had carefully avddod 
«. party npirit, and appeared to.be iniluenced by « 
lore to their fellow-creatures, and a deture lo prt- 
mote the intenest of relif^on in general^ moie 
. than thaU of any sect or .party in particular ; yet I 
^thought t}iat in seiwral of Uiem inward religioR 
was too much insisted^upon. Although i losked 
•pon myself itt a member of the church oS Eng- 
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The Good Old Way, or the Religion of "iw 
^ofef««Wefc«,'^*S e^^plflhieidJin^the ArtJcies,.Liirti^y, 
nd Mbtirflres of the Chui-ok of JEMg^an^5< briet^ 

*ected'by*Chtigtirkncl?hi« fCStatitin!^ rex^esi^^tr 
>y bbedWo^;-':!' Over the dde <bf*tys t ifrot«9 
' methbdiS«fe»ft":>imd vooWI tt^tid«n«t»for^o^ of 
hem rD»'s€StiMf«l bthers I i^totd,..<^jnath«rrnwiJ 
hodistlccdi^<*ati3 of such } sent htft^Of-a -few, &n4 
hofee' I liiteiwft^A for some « of tbelnost ig^*omll^ 
aiid tl%e ttio«h^t^(fett^^*lbr:IhwsjsfW^ feo Mfmicfr 
pris(juaiijeft'8igiaiW^the^Methoi^t« astonish my* 
fdteW-enektWfie^lb live in sitt andtgnOrtnce^ratheir 
than. bcflto«ai^' Methodists^ hut ctftild -have ht€a 
heartily^ gla»d -to have seen then'butfc 6f mankmd 
utrrf Mtthodiksy rathep'ti«ftitoivlift\!e tolive afe 
though (4^1^ <Wet^ not at€o«miibl6>ctiea»ui<e^5««-4it 
thbtfgh ^l%»c Mras -tto #Utut«^>Sla03,1n' Which iko 
wioked ly^l f hei pnhished, arid the li^tdotife re- 
wairdcd ; ttrv in ^h^r "whrdnfvtherttvety wart 
shtfH tfedeke* i»i!t>painff: d^ ^ifs a^wA:^ A>flw« ^ icwi, 
whei^er"S^b4 'otbMjf -'Still f twas.'»ot;thbt6ughly 
sensibl© of nman's tttter^hMibility-*t© ^ wtf thing ^ 
hifns^elf t<&Wli^'Ms'aeccptanfcft with: God j th^ 

the bteod'Of Xht^iSt ; off hfeiving peace v*w4th GJod^ 
and art 'ft$s^rifitic*e df hi"^ pard^iiib^ mepcf l't<nd 
f)%e ?ox>^ (^ God Bhed abroad ik our'Aettm:< Thtse 
\rtT6 stibjc^ts that did hot -mttth please^ me. 1 
dW not at this tinte' defty'fbiit a* Veiy few of^4hic 
highly favoured pefOple' of Uo4 frti^ht; possibly^ 
be blessed With the knotvledge of th^ii^ beiitg fea 
concikdto God; but as to its being the common 
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Bl^idtcg^ of Te«( %»KeTerst^ was yrkit I couM upt 
betieve. *• . 

, The i^eadbgiof those tracts incrcRiaed the sei^ 
(HIS hnpressi^ofrHriiich had been made before on 
my mind; and las I thought that mjoit>o€theTn 
Wert) upon the wholes .irell ealc^lated^ awaken 
IHf fveor Aetghbusirs in the Ullages ^oUiid> to a 
iMinse t^ftheirt wicked waf'4)fiile, t sent for about 
three ^housatid. of them> and jnany of them I 
have alrewjy^^en away to the (ar«fiers, labour- 
ers, soldiers^ iSce; The more Iconployod of 
lime laed monejrmiattcmpis to be jscrvkoabHeito 
the flotHs abd bodies of tify fdlpw criaitnres, the 
niore I wasdispotod towards religie«sr^tie%«Kl 
^aabled to: enter into thespirit of reM^n, isuiNi I 
wished foi^ themtind that was in Chriift with'some 
degvee of ardoiw ftfes. * h. also partpok much of 
the sarae'disfioskion? sothat no books nowpleased 
^s so wtJllas thosethat treated irfjdi^fc^ subjcets. 
We had,;$twhe iime before tWs> fwn ^p ngveh, 
rcmiftncesf : and books of a tiigttig' .nature,, ^q^ 
we even neglected Iwstory, Toyag?Sr«ad: travels, 
fcc; not that, we thoeghl4t wrong to read them, 
but because- we ^undmotfe pteasUireanii smisfttc- 
tlon ^hUe eft^g^d with vthojierth^jtiiredted (rfdi- 
vme truths, and uetegiotifs iJuji^ -We were seo- 
^e that we wanted ccmtinual^Xpi be ;put nt mind 
ef what we owed totiod and eur neigbhiHirb 

In a former iettev I told you that I semfor Mr. 
Wesley's Life ; buti did not inform* you.of some 
particulars relating to that dircumstatipe. Abottt 
« year ago, a resectable clergy inan fi^equently 
trailed on mei.and I teU him th^t I >ras sgrry that 
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I badfo^tiid in mji M<eiiid[i3riiie«W0iel|erftjtkit| 

were tscribcd to Mr. Wesley; He joined vrich 
meinwishkig that I had net been so impdibed 
uf^n^ Nbt k>iig after tM» i>e brought from B'Hfe^ , 
toJlJfr. Whitohead'slifeoeMr. Weslejr, 2 votel 
a vq. I having^ exptrejiaed a-Mri»h te see in what 
sts^e of mind Mr. Wesley died* After having s^ti«<^ 
iied myself on that head, I returned the set of 
books as I had no intention to read any more of 
the worky but the account of his death. In Spring 
lasty I wished again to see the account of his 
death, and I sent to the Ten^le oPthe Muses for 
the work I and after I had ag^ xp^d the account 
of his death) and his character^ a^ diawn by seve* 
ral handS) and transcribed ^em as in two former 
letters you have seen> I pitt by the set of books^ 
having no inclination to be made acquainted with 
his ministerial proceedings. But after! having 
read such a number of titic^ as mentioned ^bove^ 
and various volumes in divinity, and much in the 
bible, I again took up Dr. Whitehead's Life of 
Mr* Wesley, and as I saw by the title page, that 
it contained ^ account of Mr. Wesley's ances« 
tors and re.lationsi the life of Mr. Charles Wesley^ 
(whom I had often heard preach,) and a history ^ 
Methodism, I requested Mrs. L.' to help n^ia 
reading it through. 

To describe the conflict, and the different coiRin 
mptions which passed in my mind while we were 
reading this excellent work, is impossible. J 
have been instructed, delighted, much confound- 
ed, and troubled. That divine power which has 
been felt by thousands and teusof thousands under 
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loVtB^ jyere i swiftly Iit»aglc4 wig^terxin, my-.^l- 
J^.OocQ jiaQBe*»jaflL«L\^« law^y yjears^: Js^eiir :a.tittle 

1' ♦ .^Tbe.^JysUqj)0^I^^p?^^itcft9e,; j,... ^ .j, 
'"" '*'rte guA^^AMtHfe, the ^weetMistr^Sbi, ' ' 
'« 1' •• 'i'he )^«uifte,awelthuimiUfft* i^ '- 

* ' * *3?^- 'overwhelming power of saving ^racc,'. 

<o '•' }'A xiie speechless a«^^ -that dar^snol^Ttoave, 
•?•:.* t'Andfi^the silent lie wa: of ix>vis.*. 

' I was noW convinced thai the pardqninj^ \oxt oi 
GodiWhich for^y years ^tnce was 'first manifeatetj 
to my soui/^i^ a divh^e* realUy, and iifottbe efi 
feet of* a heated imagination; YtwIrtTsartds, and 
teiV^^*o£thot!sanfls, wiio are goii^ to ^f^, haxt 
borne testimony ta the truth of this doctrine ; and 
J l^arn -that there aresiiU tfensoftKou^iinds ol 
li^ttg' witnesses to tlic same glorious tittth, xin^ 
can joyfoHy sing' . . > ... 

Thy mighty name salvation is. 
And keeps my- happy soul Qik>vej . . . .• ^ 
Comfort- it bring-a, aud poMCfy and peace, 
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. -Tq pie , witl^ tby a<^r name ^e giveu , ; 

Paixion, and J;ioliness, and lieaven. • , , - 

Jesus, my all in' Sfll thoU; art, . « 

. r>l>J^ wat iri toil» my *easp in.pauri, • • . 

Tb0 mod'ouie <^]!h37 .bpokcQ Iieart ; . 

.Mn warroy peoce^ inJoss mygaiw, ,. 
;i/B^y^mile beneath tlie tyrant's frown, 
Jn shame my g-lory and my crown. 

. \ am» , ., 

'-" ■'•' ''-"':■ ' '"' '"'Dear Friend,''* ' 



3LETTER XXIV. 



O jc cold- Jie arte d, frozen, formalists ! 
^ On such a thetnq, 'tis impious to be calm ; 
' Patsidn fe 'rtason, traTtsf^ort temper, here, 
< $im&hQ^n^ "sHiidigaYe na j^^dor, and has shewn 

Her gwn for man jso stropglyp r\ai disdain 

"fathat sn^oth emollients yn tlieology 
. B.ccumbent virtue's downy doctors preach, 

That pr6se of piety, a lukewarm praise ! 

%Ase odours sweet from incente uninjlafn*d ? 
: 2>^fatlpn» .when hifcewamii isuudeyout*. 

But when it j^lows, its heat is 8tr\iGk to hcai^'n ; 

To human hearts the golden harps are stning ) 

High beav'n's orchestra chaunts amen to man. 

Talk they of morals ? O, thou bieeding'iove f 
The g^nd motdlity is love of thee. 
ThottiMft Snd^eiit^ tMBttsKmtwixm powV 1 
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Soil more tremendous fbr ^y vronitoas lore ! 
Thutarms, with 'awe more awful thy commands ; 
And foul transgressioiv dips in sev'nfold night ; 
How our hearts tremble at thy love immense I 
In love immense inviolably just! 
Thou, rather than thy ^wtficc should be stained, 
Bidst stain the crans ,• and work of wonders far v 
The greatest ! tliat thy direst far mi^t bleed. 

DfiAR FRIEND, 

DIVINE truths now rush'd upon me like ; 
fioody and swept away all objections. I 

f Feel the great truths, which burst the ten&ld night 

• Of heathen error, with a golden flood 

• Of endless day : To /eel, is to be,fii*'d ; 

• And to believe, Loremo, is to feel.' 



I am at last constrainec) to acknowledge, ^at 
the mighty power of God has been manifested 
from the beginning amongst the Methodlslsi UDd 
that the same Almighty arm is still lexertcd lA 
overturning the kingdom of darkness. Sinners 
are still brought fi-om dal'kness to light ; and res- 
cued from the power of sin and Sataii. God is 
still adding daily to bis church such as shall be 
saved. It is built on a rock, the Rock of Ages : 
nor have the powers of earth and heH beenaUii j(o 
prevail against it. 

* The Loo^ isKmg, andearth subimtf, 

< Howe'er impatient of bis swa^F '< 

* Between ^e chen^^ be sitsy 

VAndmakesbisreitlesf loesob^. . 
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' AH power is to our Jems ^en ; 

* 0*er earth's rebelUous sons he reigns ; 
• He miklly i-ules^ the liosts of^ heaven', 

* And holds the pdwers of hell in cMhs.* 

I now can Gtarcely think it possible for an xm- 
>ne.jtidiccd person to read the Life of Mr. Wes- 
■ey^ and not acknowledge that the path he took^ 
ind ever after continued in,' if sv^pmnUsd out by 
: h* finirer of God. By going out into the streets^ 
highways and hedges, and callings sinners to re- 
pentancet and preaching salvation by grace to a 
lost world, what countless number* have thrown 
down the weapons of their rebellion, and enlisted 
under the banner of the cross. Sincere ^f every 
description have been compelled to come in. Old, 
daring, hardened sinners have been made humble 
and gentle as lambs. The wise, in ti^e things of 
this world, have given up their wisdom, and have 
become teachable a3 Httfe chiktren. The self- 
rig^hteous have been brought ttHJinbling to the foot 
of the cross,, where they gladly accept of pardon 
and salvation as the free, unmerited g^ft of God 
through Christ ; and feelingly join in singingr 

I the chief of dinners am ; • 
Yet Jesus died fop me ! 

I 4ip ^onished that no more of those go6d, 
well-meaning ministers, (for many such there 
are, both in the church of Elngland and afawi 
amongst the Dissenters,) who have a conjcern fbr 
the wellare of mankind, and would gladly turn iia« 
ners from the error of thek* ways, but yet froiH 
year to year, and even for ten, twenty, thirty, or 



forty years to^tKef, keep §1^ preaching witlunit 
ever converting one soul to God, or even tnaki&g 
any serious wi l^i^uti^ip^pTf^sious qu, their con- 
gregations, are not convinced that there must be 
soi^^ing mat^ri^Uy ^^ifective in thjeir minbtfa- 
tio99^ Th^y see the* drunkard still gets drunk j 
they hear the swearer blaspi^me as much as ever; 
Uiey see the. sat^hrday still profaned ; fomica- 
pas^ ^id jadultery arestUl pt^ctised ; the tmlielf 
continues.nnholy still j parents siiU bring up their 
children in ibfgetfulness of their Creator, and tlte 
things^of another worW. 

In %short> when,they di^tliey leave the poor 
creajtu^e^ oyer whom they were oTerseets, iii as 
had, or worAe^^te than taey found them. 
. Haw i3 it that such, men do not reflect, aa^dsee 
that somethii^g must be fatally wrotig either in the 
mAttcr;Or jp^ELiHier of their preaching ? 
. : Thes^ geni^men wyioccasionally dwell mrtbe 
kiel^cy of itioral: philosophy to reform man- 
kiitd;. They will tKdnt^t)ut thedeploratae state 
whieh' the heathen 'WorW wa^ in befiwe.Chtist 
C4n»et> They will ckairly pcove<thatthe dckruioes 
taught by Socrates, Aristotler Plato, and Epic* 
tetus, did but very little towards the reformation 
of manne is. They WiH alst^' sometimes, treat of 
the wonderful effects produced bjr preaching of 
Christ cruci&ed ; and' sotae of thos^ ^1 preach 
sermons,, where.thenkme'^f' Christ is not once 
ntOKluced. They seemtm have fergi)ctcn hint : 
and (Plato's Ctpmmonweialth> Plutarah*^ Mbrals^ 
and Tully's Offitces, are si^tituted for the New 
Testament. ■> They forget- ' - - 
• /;:.■ .'■ ■ . ..-jj .... : ^. J ■ ' 
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, — * "Fhe great truths which biu^the tenfold liig^t 
• Of heathen, cn'or, with a golden flodd 
•Of endless day.' 

'Talk they of morals ? Oh, thou bleeding love!* 
' The glrand morality is love of th6e. yo t m^. 

*^ It is said, that when Baxter first came to Kid- 
derminster, he found it overran with ignorance 
and prc^neness. He found but a single house or 
two, that used d^ily family prayer in a whole 
street ; and, at his going away, but one family or 
twa could be found, in some streets, that conti- 
nued in the neglect of it. And on the Lord's day, 
instead of the open profanation to whieh they had 
been so long accustomed, a person In passing 
through the town, in the intervals of puMic wor- 
ship, might overhear hundreds of families engag- 
ed in singing psalms» reading the scriptures, or 
other good books, or such sermons as they had 
tdten down on hearing them delivered from the 
pulpit. The number of his stated communicants 
rose to six hundred ; of whom he himself decla- 
red, there were not twel^ve concemmg whose sin- 
cere piety he h^n6t reason to entertain good 
hopes. Blessed be God th^ religk>us spirit which 
was thus happily introduced, is yet to be traced 
in the lown and neig^boui^ood,in some degree." 

The wo0dcir&il c^cta .produoed by the preadi- 
ing, and other Ubcfurs of the late 'Mr. Fletcher,t 
atMadeley, are pretty well kndwn. I wishevery 
ihinister otthegoapel/Vi^ould read his Portrwt^ 
Bif Pallia as pi^ished by, Mr. Gilpin. Iris «a 
excell^t wofkw - Tho vluious tndts in St. Paiil^ 
character are drawn in a masterly ^^oitoner \ an^ 
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the tmtsthat Mr. Gilpin feas given us of the aa- 
thor, shews :that the worth of Immortal iiotils was 
deeply impressed on his heart. He took heed tD 
himself and his doctrine^ as one that was soon to 
sqypei^ l;)efore the great Shepherd and Bishop, of 
soulS} to give an account of hin»eif and those 
eonimdtt^ lo his care. 

$uch as ^iU read that ^wk|. and Dr. W>l^)6w 
head's Ufe of Mr. Wesle]^ must ieam that God 
is.stjll with s,uch^s fattbfuiiy dispense.his wok^ 
pmd hcidly. declare tltat there i^iio oth^sMxit 
^iven under heaven .whereby mexi can be saved^ 
.thatOtjtor fnaijidation xan tioiman lay thaathiit 
:whicb tis/^rtady lakU which is Jesus Chnst. It 
wasl^'thUs.preaching Ciinst, that tb^ee thousami 
-Wece cbrt verted by one serknan pveacbed by Pet«r. 

< jeffiLis^ the name hi^h over all 

^ in hpUjr or earth,. or fiky ! 
t Angeis andmen befipice it f^y , 

* And devils fear and fly. 

' "Jestis, th^e nat»e' tb slnirefH rfear, ' 
- • • *Ttife Battle to sftShers ^iviin \'- 
.^ ItsoftbteF&alithieingiiihy^Ar r v 
. , l.« • It turns; their hjEiftt*a^h<JajffJn/.: .« 

. In Mr. WesIe^ViLiifeiW IdsMiy thd$'{^}a^ 
4Kieni .'Without iii^i]if«tcpnisS»n^toile»rtiiilg 'c^ ]^ 
Xalfi0ts> -iiaTet by; prtacItihg^6hi?i&r%^YUdfi«d km. 
^ veaLih'eait-felt lotre ^ Cb^list,. at»i to "iheit* fi^* 
towhcreatiiTiesi ieen tiHeir^4abimrs at^ended^ith th^ 
most wbnderful: effi^ts^ kmher^i^i^ve been fil^ 
pHckfed?t6 ithe' iieaii!(v«uid ^ftei^ thaij Kave' (^ft e»«- 
rtkd to.believe to the «ahtatiOMf «fel*ekr lim*l«rS»d 
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-have ever after iired so ^s* to adftxh tiic gospel ql* 
Christ iit-all things ; ' sO that the world have taken 
•knowlcdgi^bf them that th6y hAd been with Jesus- 
The life th&t they betjccfenth lived \yas by the 
fklth of the Soh of God, who loved theiriV and 
gacve hiinself for them, to rcdeerix them froni 
tSife pfefsent etir WdfUlj and hereafter from (he 
\7Wfth oi^' God, which is ready to he manifested 
ags^st jail imgoditHess and utn'ighteousniss^ o( 
men. * 

' Jesus the prisoner's fetters breaks, 

* And braises Satan's head ; , ' 

* Power into etrengtMess souls it sjjeaks, 

* And hfe into the dead* 

* His only righteousness they shew, 

* His saving faith proclaim ; . , r 
*'Tis all their business here belowy , 

« To cry. Behold the Laitib !' 

Thus does God by the foolxshnedsdf preaching 
save them that believe. By this'* foolish piSeach- 
ihg," as it is called by the wbrld, the hiearls and 
lives of thousands and tfetts of thbtisands havfe 
been t^^sally changed ; drunkards became sober ; 
adulterers bfecame chaste 5 the covetous were 
made liberal; the extravagant, careful ; and the 
most ignorant were made wise unto salvation, and 
able to give a rational account of the religion of 
Christ ; the brutish were civiGzed ; thepassion- 
ate were made gentle; tlie proud were made 
humble and meek j the cruel and hard-liearted 
were made mercilul and tender-hearted ; the un- 
just liecamc just in all their dealings ; slanderers 
an^ bac\ifcitcrs werp n)^de parta|^r^^|thnt love 
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that tbtnketh no cvU, hopctb aUifcmgs belicwtlii 
all things, and covcreth a multitude ^fthe sas 
of others; the selfish churl betame friendly; 
liars spoke the truth ; blasphemers became ador- 
ers of Qod ; thieves provided thiags honest in the 
sight of ^ n^en ; rebels became loyal, and pray- 
ed for the King and all in authority ; spaugglcrs, 
and their enewirt^gers, learned to render unto 
Cxsar the things that are Caesar's ; sabbath-break- 
ers learned to spend the day in religious vrorship 
and pious exercises ; the idle became industri- 
ous. In short, like the apostles, they turned the 
world lipside down, knowledge arose out of igno- 
rance, order out of confusion, ligtit out of dark- 
ness, happiness out of misery, heaven out of hell. 

Who'can reflect on these wonderful changes 
without acknowledging that this must be the 
work of God ? The powers of earth and hell have 
a thousand times been stirred up against this work 
in vain. The gates of hell have not been able to 
prevail agsdnstit. It has increased, is increasing, 
and God grant that it may never be diminished, 
but increase a thousand fold. 

What says my old friend to all this ? Win ydu 
also be his disciple? Methinks I hear you say, 
Almost thou persuadest me to be a Methodist 



* O that the world itkighi tac^te and^see 

* The riches of his grace ! 

* The arms of love that compass me, 

' Would all mankind embrace^ 

* O tiiat my Jesu's heavenly chartns , 

* Might every bosom more ! •* 
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* tf^^^lhami fly iip^'ttie man 
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, tEtf EiRL XKV. 

* The wfeaty and bdrtheh'd, the reprobate race ; 
« All wait to be pardon'd, thro' Jesus's g'race. 

* In Jesu's conipassion th'6 sick find a ciife : 

* And gospel salvation is pr«achi'd to tht poor,' i 

. D«A& FEIBVD^ I 

HAVING those scrioiis views of sacred sub- 
jects, 1 was more thairever desirous that the poOf* 
igTiorant, thouglrtless' pebple in niy neigtibour; 
hood should be awakened arid made setts^rt)ie of 
their dreadful state ; but howto e^ect ibis I WrfS 
it a loss : for in giving away the religious tracts, 
Ifouii'd that soiftcof ttie farfnej-is s(nd ttieiV chij^ 
drfen, and also ^three-fourths of the poor,'could 
not read; that sonjie of the formers hated the 
clergy on the score of tythes ; so that some of 
tbose that now and then went to church Were no^ 
likely to receive benefit from those they hate^. 
Others of them would neither go to' church them- 
selves, nor let their families go. ' Many pf the 
poor also lived in the total neglect of all public 
worship ; and spei>t the sabbath, some in ale- 
bouses, otliersat pitch-and-tosS|fg§g^and Other 
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games ; some fai gos^iag near eackt>ther'aGtt- 
tages, sometimes quan^eUkigf generally. curdn^ 
swearkig, talking obscenely 9 &c. others employ^ 
that day in going fiH>m one farmer to another*to 
look at and take jobs of work. , 

Such as do go to church, tigf sendee beltig' bat 
once in the day, spend the other part of the daty 
in the manner menuonei} above. Nor do the l 
farmei»s in general observe the sabbath any better 
than the poor ; their ti;ne, is often taken up in 
shewing their cattle, sheep, hogs, &c. to butchers; 
in letting jobs of work ; in viewing the work that 
has been done in the week, or in pointing oat 
what is to be done the week ensuing ; in visidng; 
each other, and making merry, Src> Our ,churc6< 
yard is called the market. Herc) before and after 
the service, they talk over the prices thsft theif 
goods sold for in the week past, and what they ia- 
tend to sell for the next w^ek. . 

I was also affected tp sec the children of the 
poor brought up in igi^orapce and vice. About 
four years since, I and a iew of my neighbours 
began a Sunday |and . day school, yet we found 
that some could not be prevailed upon ^o send 
their children to it, and the few that do come, ^re 
so corrupted by the wicked examples which are 
set them by their p^rentst and, other children, that 
very little good is to be expected frpm that quar- 
ter. '• . 

After much seiioqs re^ecticm on this general 
disregard of religion, ai^d moral depravity, I re* 
solved, if possible, to get some pf Mr. Wesley's 
preachers to come and preach to them. After 
having been separated from them between thirty 
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»MfiM^3^iear9)^il)iairiiif Isriighed at and Hdtetx- 
Ictd ^l^^> you lAay^^pdse that itiy feelings on 
tVaft eebasioti trere^ndf very- pieitaant^; 'bfttTkncw 
th^'thiiy' hadi^sii^^^.thieir diving Mstnitt id re- 
timi gckid for evil, and that tliejr also went aboujt 
ddiflg'gdodand made it the^.grandblisiiiess ofthfeir 
liv^45 w^ ^ners^o^T from the Wat h to come*; 
sattet-at kit I went'to^ThombuTy, aiid feund tnit 
agemlemian who is a "meniibef of tfteirsn^allsocie- 
ty^tlieirei and desired that the ttexC pfeiidier that 
came tfecf e would do me the fe'voiir of IdaUhig im 
me. OnSaturdaythe 1st bfOct6ber, 1803, Mr. 
Wardi one of the preacfiers'inrthe^ Diirsley clt^- 
G^^ pakl me a visit. To ^his estcellent y6uitg 
xnan 1 communicatted mycdneetn for the Stupid^ 
poor unhappy wretches a^dundme ; anditlthough 
he hiid to preach three tkn^s the next day, at 
nkie ih tlie morning ai^d at half pan five m the 
evening at Thornbi««)r, aiid at Eibcrton, ^hrcc or 
few naileisfrom Thornbury, at two ; tod'althbugh 
his health is so miichiAi paired by pleaching, th^t 
it w«i6 lately thought th^ he never wonld b6 abfe 
to {ireadh-more ; yet this kind-heartid young man 
cheerfully agreed to^^nd did preach oh a Com* 
roon called AWestl^n Down, a quarter of a mile 
from my houstD, at eleven o'clock,, to abdut sixty 
or feveniy people, dtnall and great. AH were 
adllJiml^jAtteiitWe. Mrs. L< conversed with some 
of ih«m Hfterwurdfi, who expressed th^kfulness 
for littmg heard a sermon that they could under- 
siandy at they saldtii^^y eould not undcirstand 
tl)^ sersaoim tit church, because there were so 
many fine words in tiieai. Blessed be God the 
frntfr imm the gotpiel jj^veactied vnto theiuy in a 
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>s?ay[ .^^^ they^ cai^, \ai4f^#^, 4q ^^ I^H^MIMa 
fylXk^ j)pp», Kapw. vei'f: l^tJ^.o^wb^^Wx «i^yy/^' 

1*1^19 4a}igaag^9f,t;hf Qppimpii.pr^yerrb^, .Jkit 

jj^^jtl sho|iW ^8?ftft.fe?^B^JM[eihodi§tipiMdl^ 
under ,ai4edge4W«^Wijlje« pf.^urprU^ H.b«ilfe.>v^ 

jTt^hjis .jaffair ;haSv li>?ftp,ji?\4 lis j^ifc.sthcf aibj^et-fCff 
ct^YfiiCsaUi^ .fpv m%ny inulos ^roi»a4*v • h^^93» tP 
v^;iou*,jpart»0|CEiigbmifl^^ Wo.^lW^ 

jthis ixtraQr/dioary ne^siij^^ly.ibr^vi^^x )chcfluu||;^ 
xloi^s,P^r^ap§ you wW b^^a; J^ft svrpriftfid. ¥*«li 

,T^eDjt pb9ut,i|lir^e ^ile^yfmnd pfttt pf,the p^Ubt 
cajlipg at every e^agft4ii Iiep v«Wj t-ohiiftto 

:Pp^t> \k§ mn mp^iAngn ; .With tlikda*i**ttttiBto 
^!w?iPP«ViPe»^ wftr!Piwut3fh:f^l^M«d>^ piiotoiied 
J>er to >e jtbpWB. . . Msk- ^. :9iA9 att^ftAwl^bf aeto- 
jffpi!» ll v^Pitbe fimt tinwb3be;^Ter hei^^i^act> 
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]^ea$ed Ja hiear such m excellent iMncqusse) and 
one so well adapted to the understandings of the 
hearers. Mr. . Ward, the po'eacher, ia«ot ^juite 
three and twenty years of age,' and if he conti- 
nues to preach a$ much as he has done for three 
years past, J fear Uvat he v»!lnot HyjCJIo Uena^uch 
older. But he is so zealous in his Master's cause , 
sointdtitcmitfiagtag pobfc idstisinncfs to Christ, 
rtwit hcicwres* but! jlittle about his^b*>dy He i^ 
one of Madeley^ where Mr. Fle^chf^v^s vicar ; 
aBid "ateheugh he' wsf s BOft conyent^ tMVier. his 
preachitt^ yfitsi)e i^tpoars to partafce,ipuj^: of the 
same Jspirjt that Ikctitiatedi thftt 'extraordinary ser- 
vmt ofGod. J^al8o>hfiiird. Ml*. .W^r^ that^ay at 
nitteia'd^baathe m&ratng^ a»dt# )i^lf ^^st fiye 
in irfi««ieilin^tnMr; Wie«ieyZ».'dMipel in Tho^n-j 
bury, *Alb:hm,«ernions '"wete excellent, and I 

. . i belicnreH^& should have h^ a muph^gpixc^t 
g^egafl»oii dv.^lfe ;Dhwnyhadi(iOt ohoirtjfive. hnn* 
dbdd-i»>icni|eef:!s;heii^nj&tthat^iiie!6xer^ about 
hai£ffl:QRd3efiionKM^hereMr. Ward.]^eacl^ , 
; lie break theiSabbath s^»na to.be a ww>g .way, 
ttO^:^98nquerf6(iir<eiieBeiie«. -OfJr'Ohwf^be^are^near^ 
}y -emtity %t those. tkn^s-f^s the p^p)e pf ^U de« 
soriptioni; jaee 'dcawn, : ta rthe'c pl^Ciee ^^f . .exercise * 
The)*ef eakes^j gyngerbo^ead, &c. axe h^ii^f^dal^put 
iov sale ; 'stf'ihsit it appeal^ ^imskt iij^ ^^fair- 4ay^ 
th»nrrtie Lo»d'«:day. :. .- u .,. • V: ? ..: • 
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LETTER XXVI. 



Viiln Man ? Iby wisdom' foUy o\d!. 
LostisQiyreAson^fe^ble'rity. • *► 

NOTWITHSTANDING aH th^ i have 
said agatfist the^-'Metltodk^ in tbe Menmrs'of my 
Lifei an in^{!»flntial observer nuiy see^ eveo frocft 
iny own acdount, that those people iretie* of verf 
^teat benefited rne^ ^ The very g^reat atteifsden 
^?hich took plate in my life after i &rst hearAthem 
preachi mti^ Ha^^e- been remarked. Bo&m tlwt 
time, I w^^ a thM^htlees^ careless. iwtckedbey^: 
from that hour I ntsui teitaily oh«igied» : 1 ib«B liis 
anxionsto learn to lead, and it was note ions^ be- 
fore I constantly read ten i^apters* ia tbe bible 
t^%ry day ' I ulso read and' leiumed bymnsf'aod 
religiotra trkcts. For ^ibont five years I lived. a 
very religious ]if<6; but throtigblne^peri^ice)^ I 
was ovefcotfie and cafricd awsy'ibyiibe disupiled 
scehes'ofA contested election; After1iavtBg-lt?ed 
a yearin yi«e,'by only once heacit^ Mr. Wealey 
preach^I wiiS' ^ffbctually prevailed upon to- re- 
nounce my ^ftfulpra^ces/atHl "ivaa emdiled to 
live in the i^r of God. About two yearssafter^ I 
married a Tery pious iivfoman of Mtv Wesley's 
society ; and in the midst of grieat afflicliQn» 
which involved us in great poverty also* I was 
not only contented^ but frequently eicperieneed 
such a happiness in my mind^ as ok&n rose even 
to raptures. We had been tmanied only about 
four years, when this exo^U^nt wemftn died) in 
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Uie full assurance of hope.— ^Aldiough dosing 
my ivife's illiiess and deaths I lay in a state that 
was diought to be past recovery, yet even in this 
sitnttioD I yf^ so Imppy as even to aeitonbh s®me 
who vkilcd me^ ** 

The readers of .my Life may alco recollect, 
that the Methodists visited me and my wife dur- 
ing this great Miction : and, my business being 
at a stand) <in ootvseqoeieice of my having no one 
ta attend to my ea«toiiiers)> they lent me money 
to defray the expenoes incurred diiuring my long 
iiteess, and locked up my sbop> to prevent me 
Itom being plundered of all I had* I might also 
mention many tither &vour»tbat4 received fi*om 
them, vrhkh made me say in my Life, that they 
were^^in general a frifmllyi bonest^iiearted, sin« 
cerepoof^e," • 

- 1 perhaps ougjht alaoto.observet that if I had 
never hesrd the Meifaodista preach, in all proba* 
bUky I should have been at this time a poor, rag- 
gedr ikny cotter, peeping out from uniUr a bulk 
'With a vaaffy ftose and a long beard ; for it was 
by their preaching that I was taugpht to call upon 
Godibr has grace to enid>le me to turn from my 
Tioious course of life, and throi^h which I be<» 
came a real ehtistian* It was by their means al- 
so, that I was exdted to improve a little my intel- 
lectual faculties. It was through them that I got an 
amiable helpmate in my Rrst wife : and she iike9> 
wise will have reason to all eternity to remember 
the Methodists with gratitude, for having been 
the instruments of. her conversion ; for before 
she hcfwdthcm -preach, she had not even the form 
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i>f godlk^s,lhuch4esft the power of it. It trai 
also througb xhetn that I got the shop in which 1 
first setitpfor a bookseller, it' is very likdy, 
that had I never hetrd these people, I shoiild have 
been now an old drunken, de&aiicked fellow^ like 
the genera^7 of jtorney men shoemakers; and 
it is well known, that many, very manyinstanc^s 
of th^ same kind might be addaced^ ; great nam* 
bers by being eonoccted wkhthem tave learned 
to be industrious and frujg^al, by which nreans ttwy 
have been enabled to live in credit^ to provide 
something for their chilidren, and to support tkem* 
selves m their old age. 

In my Memoirs, although I have acknowledged 
that there are many, sensible people among^ th« 
Methodists, yet I have represented'many of them 
as very ignorant. The reason why I thought 
and represented: them as suth,-is very Evident} 
the more any peopSe are infiueuced by n^tigkm; 
the more do they^ live a« itran§er& and- fd^thki 
ii/ion the earth, the more th^ haverw/wrl to tke 
recomfuMe qfrev^rdft/te tf^tdrt^ do tkep s&e ^m 
that m im>i$iblk. The more they possess of the 
life of Godirt tht soul, the greater is their confi* 
tlence in the providence of God over their tempo-^ 
ral cx>ncerns« In proportion as they thuslive and 
actt the more ^ignorant do they appear to the 
world in general^ and to infidete in paviicuter. So 
that in fact, the more any persons itl0^ease In the 
filial year of tke //or^/, which, if Solomon was a 
judge, is real wisdom, the more they increase in 
that wisdom which is from above ; the more they 
a^e taught of God, the more ignorant and foolish 
do they appear to infidels and men of the world, 
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wbo in their geineratioii are wiser than the chil* 
dren of 4ight. 

That many ignorant people have from the he- 
g^m]4ng to the present tim£> joined the Methoil- 
lst% has never been denied. ; I thank thee^ O Fa- 
ther^ saith Christy that thou. ha»t Idd thew. things 
from the viiae and firwlenty and hast rek>ealed them 
unto bab^Bj even «o Feuheryfor so it seemed -g0od 
in^hy sight* You secy saith St. Paul) your caHmg^ 
brelhr^f, hfiov that not many viise men (phMoao- 
phers) tifier thejie^ ; not many mighty ^ not many 
-nobtCf are failed. But Gi.d has chornn the foolish 
things of the world. The preaching of the doc- 
tnnesoftheCFossfor the reformation and salva- 
tion of mankind, was frcnn the beginning thouglift 
tio.be foolishness t<v^he philosophers and moral 
decJaimers* Whert is the nmse ? or the philosc(- 
phera that read lecturi&s of morality I Where is 
thp scHbe \ he that all his life has studied the 
Mosaic law \ Where is the disputer of this world I 
the searcher into the seci^ets of nature? Hath not 
Gotd shewn that all their wisdom is foolishness and 
ineffectual in the important work of refor^ung 
maidund ? May it not he with tnUh asserted, that 
honest Joha Nelson^ the Methodist preacher, 
did> by preachii^ Christ crucified, reform more 
hardened sinners, thw were ever reformed hy all 
the moral lectures .that were ever read to xxian- 
kind ? In St. Paul's days the wise wer^ confound- 
ed OB seeing the wonderful efiects that were pro- 
duced by the preaching of a few plain men, whom 
they terqned fools, because they wanted the learn* 
ing of the age. Mr. Wesley says, 

* See John Kelson's Journal. 
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So "HTetched aikI obscare. 

The raenVliom ye despise, 
^ So foolish, impotent aiid poor. 

Above your sconi we rise. , 

We through the Hdly Ghost, 
• Can witness better things, - * ' 

For he whose blood is all our bo3&t« 

Huth made us priests and kings. 

That Mr/ Wesley's people are a.compai>attvely 
jigDoraAt people^ I am fully c<mviti(!i&d b noHruc ; 
that the reverse is the fact may be easily shewn. 
I will begin with the preaeherS) I suppose all 
must admit that Mr. Wesley was a sensible^ learn- 
ed man. His bix>ther Charles also possessed con- 
siderable abilities, and wa^ likewise a leamed 
man. Some of their preachers are also learn- 
ed men; others ofihem have great natunal abi^ 
]ities ; and if we take the whole body of pi^eaeh- 
ers together,, they will be foiih^ to be well versed 
in the theory a& well as the practical part of diris- 
tianity, as revealed in the New Testament. And 
altliough there is reason to believe) from the ef- 
fects produced by t|ieir pi^eaching, that they arc 
assisted by tho Spirit of God, yet they also know 
that it is their duty to read and study ; and this- 
duty Mr. Wesley strongly enforced and insisted 
upon, when he met them in their Conferences^ 
as appears b^- the tninutes of these Conferences^ 
And 2(s^ tbo^e presKshers have experienced the 
power of religion, and live under its infiuence, U 
must be allowed, that they are for better qualtiM 
to preaeh the gospel than some others who taW 
upon them that sacred office. If you are desiiV 
ous to see more on the subject of l&ymeh preach- 
ing, read Mr. Wei^ley's Farther Appeal to yttn 
of Reason and Rcligioh, Part 3cl and his exccV 
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Jem sermon on He6. v. '4. Andno man taketh ihlA 
honour to himaelfy but he tfiat is called o/Godj as 
taaa Aaron, In those tracts he has clearly prov- 
fed, that the Jews, the primitive churfch, the 
chtiteh of England, and other churches, allowed 
men to Pj^nch thit were not priests, nor in holy 
orders. ^ 

Btittb teturnt As to the members in general 
6f the Methodiit Society, I never saw any better 
informed in religious matters. They ^re better 
acquainted with the bible, and with the nature, 
aiid design of Christianity, than any people I 
know. The comparison is particularly striking 
amortg the poorer sort. In those parts of the 
kingdom where Methodism has long been esta- 
blished, you will find that the poorest- Methodist 
is able to give you a rational and scriptural ac - 
count of the effects of the grace of God on the 
soul ; is well acquainted with the nature of the 
threatenings and promises con^ned in the word 
of" God, and knows what he has to hope and fear. 
1 think it is Addison who observes, that religion 
has a very great tendency to enlarge the intellec- 
tual facuhies of man i as the Methodists do not 
waste their time in idleness and diversions, ihey 
have more time to read than others ; they also 
hear many sermons preached by men of various 
talents amongst themselves ; and many of them 
strictly attend the sei*vice at church ; they also as- 
sodate^ converse with, and improve one another. 
So that the difference in degree of knowledge 
between the poor Methodists and the poor in ge- 
neral, is very remarkable. Mr. Addison justly 
remarks, that << The nK^st illiterate man who •* 
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touched ^i(h derottony and uses frequent e:ieir« 
cises efit) contracts a -certain greatness ofmindf 
mingled with a noble simpUcity» that raises him 
above those of the same condition ; and there is 
an indelible mark of goodness in those who sin* 
cerely possess it. It is hardly possible it should 
be otherwise ; for the fervours of a pldus mind 
Mill naturally contract such an earnestness said 
attention tdwards a better Beit^g, as mil make the^ 
ordinary passages of life go off with a becoming 
indifference. By this ^ man in the lowest condi* 
tion will not appear mean.^'^^But to tk carnal mind 
their knowledge of the things of God appesors /o 
beJboUshnesSf and the greatest realities are thought^ 
to be only whims. Spiritual things can only jbie 
discerned by one that is spiritually minded. 

* The things unkno-vn to feeble sense. 

Unseen by reason's glinamenng T»y\ 
With strong commanding evidence, 
Theirheavehlyorigm display. 

* Faith lends his realizmg light. 

The clouds disperse, the shadows 6y ; 
Th' Invifiibk? appears in ^ight» 

And God is seen by mortal eye.' . ' 

' t)ear Friend) 

Xour>. 
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LElPtER -XXVn. 

^ « • • i ; ' * ■ * . ■ ■ 

^ 'Ah^ Lord, with trembling I confers;. 
I A, gracious soul may fall fiom grace ! 
The salt irtay lose its seasoning power. 
And neverj ner^ find it nioi'e. 

♦ I.kestihat my feariEidcasesbouId l)e. 
Each moment knit my soul to tUee .' 
And lead me to the mount above, 
Thi*o' the low vale of humble love. - 

WHftNT look into rhf Memoirs^ I shudder 
to seoA^^hfttl ha^ done. I hsive wantonly treatctl 
of, and sptirt^d With the nlost solemn and pre- 
cibus trUtlis of the gospel. O God> lay not this 
'sin to my chai^ ! Other ihfidelshav^ obscured, 
as much a5 tliey ^erie able, the ex^ehial evi- 
dences of CtifiStiamty ; bill' I iiiad'e a tKrust ^t 
its vital part* There are tnany^ thousands who 
nevef had time or opportunity, or who have been, 
somehow or ptheti prevented from investig:ating 
the extemal evidences of the Christian religion, 
who yet are as mudb assured of its divitie autho- 
rity as they are of their own existence. They 
know that 'Christ is come in thefle&h ; that they arc 
bom of God ; that they are fiassedfrom death unto 
\ife; that tke^^ere once blind j that now they see ; 
^hat old things are done a*ivayy and all things art 
become new ; that they were once miserable, but 
ire now happy ; they once were without God iti 
;he world, but no</ by that faith which is the o/re^ 
-ation cf Qod, the substance of thing^ f^I^ed for^ 



the evidence of things not seen, by thij» fireciour 
fiuthj they can say my Father and my Gorf. They 
can call ChrUt Lord by the Holy G/umt. Th«j 
know what is the communion of sidntsi atxl often 
sit together in heavenhj filacen in Christ Jestm^ and 
are Jiiied fdth the futness^ ofOod; aitd they itnmv 
that %ifhen this earthly tabernacle is tHesoivedj they 
have a btdiding, not made with hancU^ ctenial in the 
heavens. 

It was^ this internal evidc?ncc which m^de 'tftc 
marlyi^ triumph in th« midst of the flames ; and 
this evidence, neither the pretended friend^ nor 
the open' enemies of Christianity, will ever be «kble 
to destroy. ' Christianity > withotit this, is a body 
without a soul. And 'all those who endeavour to 
invalidate this intc^tial evidence, are bUnd^ hui^ 
ing nothing ; ?xtJhUe 9/ne^ that bring an evil re* 
port of the good land ; they^ art in the gall ^ bit* 
ternesa and bondeofinigtdtyi and have neitheritari 
nor lot in the matter; w^^^ sooner or ktter^ Uiey 
v/i[\ be found to bejightera agoing God. 

Jesus vouchsafe a pitying ray, . 

Be thou my Guide» be tnou my way, 

To glorious happiness '. 
Ah ! write die pardon on my heart, 
And whcnsoe'er I hence depart, 

Let me depart in peace. 

I suppose you are ready to aj|t, how it wai 
possible for me, ^tho once was enlightened, am 
had tasted the goojd word of God^ and the fiofoen 
of the world to come ; how was it possible for m^ 
to sirikinto ig;norance, blindness and infidelity 
Ah>my friend, nothing is more easy. As a rca 
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christian is one tbat has been caHed out o/tUurknei^ 
intomarvellotta tight ; so, as long as hi» eyt U m- 
^/tj hia sold is full of lights and he waike in the lights 
aa God is in the tight j and in him ^ no darkness at 
all; yet, if he turnback again into Egypt, he will 
agafai be involved in Egyptian darkness. The 
sqnof rightcodsness wijlno longer shintupon 
bhn. Adam, as soon as he disobeyed his God, at 
once lost his favour and likeness, and sunk into a 
state of darkness aud ignorance, and attempted 
to hide hitrtsclFJVom the all-seeing cyie ttmopgthe 
trees. And ^hen a renewed soul falls agidn to ^ 
course of 8tn, he is. at last smitten mith Mndness^ 
and he grofies but cknnot^nd ihe door. The can* 
die (if the Lord no more shines trfion his Hettd. They 
arc bHnd^ ani cannot see afar off ; and have forgot 
that tAey naere'fmrged from their sifis. They will 
cuTse^ and swear that they know not th& man^ As 
they did not like to retain the knonoledge of Qod^ he 
gives them over to blindness and *cir<friffi#«/'^rflrf. 
Ihoy \vBCve quenched the Spirit^ and done des/iiLe 
nnto it. They no lonjer know the things which 
belong to their fieace^ th^y being hid from their 
eyes. They have eyts that see rtdty and ears thttt 
hear not, . ' 

This evidence t We altemptfed tp inyaHdate. 
God be hieiciful t6 me'a sirinef 1 

Jesus, let thy pitying eye 

. CaU back a wandering sheep ; 
False to thee, like Peter, I 
Would fain lik^ Peter weep. 

Let ihebe by grace restor'd : 

: On m« be an lonf^-sttfi^ing she wn» , 

, " gtizedbyl^OOgle 



Tnfp, 4nd Iodic upon me, Lord, : 
Apd break my he«nof stc^e* 

I baxq, injay ' Life,' said tbat tlie. Mcthodifits 
fcave driveji people out of their mind, made them 
commit tiuicidef &c. But 1 splcmnly, declare that 
I never kncwlan instance of the kind fron;i my own 
personal knowUd^e^ I havii seen it asserted jn 
pEQiplilets wrote against thcm^ and also in news- 
papers, and I liave been told that such things have 
happened ; ,^^l ;upon such kiud of evidence 1 
have sJ^^anietuily followed others u;). ^rcUit^ng tho^ 
stories, after. tbem. s , • 

. In &n,ding.fauU. with the Meihpdist preachers 
foncjideavouring lo.awafcen all such as were never 
coi}yeried^ every one way, see tti^t in blaiuiag 
then^ I^dso J)lamed t^he jlrophets, .Cjhrist and lus 
appstlca, ..and also tbechurch^ of England-. . and 
mpsto^h^r reformed church,es^ , The ]VIeti]iodist 
pieaphcrs'.ofts^nielltheii; he^rcr^, ifi \\\^ woixls of 
our chjurchr ii^.lxer 9th ^rticlc;, 2^^ rv£ry ?ram/is 
Jurgone/roT^i.Qt^ij^npal ng/Ueousness $ isqf/ti^ ovfn 
iifi^^^e^inciin^d tc^fjvii SQ^ t|;iat tltrJUfsfkiutteth alv>ays 
contraryi fot^the Spzrit,^^ and thertjofp efuery persQu 
born into the tvorld deseirveth God's tvratl^ iuul 
damnation^ What, the Methodists meap by cpn- 
viction for sin, is th^e, same j^s pur church has set 
down in t])c communion service : JVe do earnestly 
refient^and are heartily^sorry, fi^r the^e ourynisdo- 
tngs , the ranemdrance of them h .grieitous unio 
us : and the burthdn is intolef-abjlf,' Hffve^nercy 
'iLfion uSi have vierOj ufidri Usy 'mosi merciful Fa* 
ther ; for ihy Son our Lord fc^}^ ChrhsjC^ ^ake^for- 
give us ail tliut is fiast i and^rciiU tltdl we may ever 
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htriaftet ^rve and fifeaae thee in newness of Hjb* 
That which displease the mfideJs and pretended 
christians on this head is, the Methodists Insist on 
the necessity oi feeling wiiat we re/ieaty lest we bd 
jRmnd soJemn mock;ers of God. 

In the scripture thi^ Conviction iacalled^ being 
pricked to the heart, under which sinners are con- 
strained to inquire, JVhat sfiaU we do to be saved ? 
To cry^ God be merciful to me a sinner^ &c. And 
under this conviotion David roarcd/or the disqme" 
tude of hie soul^ and water td Ma bed with his. tears. 
jferemiah s^uth, Be not a terror to me. In an- 
other place, God says, i will make ihee a terror to 
thyself Solomon says, The afdrit of a man may 
sustain his (bodily) infrmities; but a wounded sfiirif 
^nifho can bear. This is what is intended by a con* 
trite sfiiritj a broken hearty &c. 

So that what I have pointed out ss a dreadful 
«tate is, I presume, quite scriptural ; and must 
be more oi' leas felt by every person before^ ho 
•will see the necessity of coming to Christ for par- 
don and salvation ; before he can be bom again^ or 
converted; or before he can be justified, as St. 
Paul says, and as our church says also, before he 
ever can be changed by the inspiration of his Holy 
Sfiirit ; before he, can perfectly lave Gody or wor* 
thily magnify his holy name. 

But as an infidel I cared for none of these 

things, and so ridiculed them all. The remem- 

Jjrance of which has in reality been to me gricv* 

ou8,and the burthen intolerable ! May^lmighty 

Ood make all the inventors, and other wanton re« 

Q 
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lat^rs of tuch stoiiest feel, before it is too lat% 
th9 same sorraw and smcere nepentai^re ! aii4 
may tbey also ojbtain mercy through the allraton* 
ing blood of Chii^> whoforg^veth aU manner ff 
dn9 and blasfihemfGi of such as truly repefit apdr 
l^eignedly belii^c^ his holy goi^L 

. « After all thatl hara dgw, 

Saviom% art thou PJ|cify'd ? 
Whither $hall my vilenessrun ? 

Hide ipe, ^arth, the siiuier hidc-1 
!Let me sink into the dujst. 

Full of holy shwne adore! , 

Jp«t8 Qhritt, the grood, the jtt«t. 

Bids me go apdsln oq more. 

• O, confirm the ^acious word, 

Jesus, Son of God and Man ! 
I^et me never grieve thee» JLordi 

Never turn to sin agwn I ; 
Till my all in all tiliou art ! 

Till thou bring t!)y nature m, 
|Ceep this feeble, trembling heart, 

S^ve me, save me. Lord, from sin \\ 



I amy 



|)par friend, 

Youi*b 
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LETTER XXVIUi 

* Let us join, (*tis God coTrnnaods,^ 
het us join bur heai*tsand hands : 
Help to gam oUr calling^s hope, 
BuUd'we each the other up.' 

I HAVE rept^es^titeddomeo^ty ^€^0^ 
fcts as troublesoflfVe obtriiders on the sick and df^ 
ing ; 60 that I think 1 ought to set this inattet i$ 
ft clear light. ' ♦ 

Mr, Wesley's peC^lt think that t\\Ay cannot /<rt^ 
iAetr neighbour a% tAefttaeivesj without endeatou^^ 
hig to find out every posMble way by which thcif 
sttay be serviceable to the souls and bodidd of the^ 
fe)K>w creatures. In London atid Bristol, and t 
believe in other places, some of their society whiDl 
iLi'e able to pray, jhstruct, and exhort, cndeavouff 
to find out poor distressed objects who are confift-* 
ed to their beds by diseases in poor-houses, ptt^ 
sons, lodging houses, dirty lanes, alleys, &C» 
Those poor forsaken outcasts of society they iiii- 
ttruet, exhort, pray with, &c. To objects most 
in Want they give nionfcy. Perhaps there cahni:ff 
be any labour of love more praiseworthy, br mof# 
dcsetving of encouragement, as grqat numbers of 

1 such poor destitute wretches tnay at all times b« 
^ound languist^M^ in a fbtloiti stale, and general^ 

' die without any one caring afty thing about them i 
for none but such as ai-e filled with the \o\e Itf Gdd 
•mi man will ever go into such loathsome p^aco 
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Mfd habitations. I formerly accompanied som^ 
of these loving peoplein tliis work of.mercy, and- 
have witnessed theii* cheerful performance of tW» 
great duty J which to a poor, selfish, uaregene-. 
rate heart would be intolerable. But no labour, 
however disagreeable or hazardp^s tg health or 
life,, is too much to be performed by such as are 
thoroughly impressed witn the. \vorth of an im- 
tnottal soul ;. whoarjp persuaded Xhfux Christ taat* 
£d death for every mftny and woui^ that every ikan, 
^hoiUd come to the fcnowledge qf the, truth and be 
saved. While they were employed in this solcnu^ 
yorki if they could discover any poor creature 
that gave them reason to hope for his conversion^ 
G, what love and joy, warmed every hearU The 
devil kne^ th^t Job did not serve God for naughty 
Chri^ still pays his servants welj for every thing 
they do in his name and for. his sakp. Those |>eO'' 
pie, when, employed in such work as this, which 
to flesh and blood is not only irksome but shock* 
ing, yet would not have exchanged' the pleasure 
"V^rhich they fopnd in it for any earthly enjoyment, 
,To retijm to the subject. 

It is not only in cities and large towns th^t th© 
poor die un visited ; but also in many country 
tbwn$, villages, &c. In the places where I have 
Sved^ih the former part of my life* and where I 
have had a cp\mtry-house, or in tlie various viN 
lages round my pj?i^sent residence, I do not recol* 
ifkx any popr person who had sent for a clergy- 
. 3|!ian on such an occasion, or of any clergyman 
^at went wa«til for. Thosp poor creatures ge» 
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iiberatiy die as stupid knd carelc^sd dstli^ hatd 

liVed* When any one of ll>em has any cdiu^eiit 

sif>out his immortal paity he is afraid to g^ive troci'^ 

X^le to the vicar or cui^ate, slnd ashamed to let them 

•^witness his poverty and tagi. Chrbt well knew 

%Ke deplorable state 0f such poor cveatures, and 

iias g-raciously promisedto reward all siich a»ex* 

plore their dreary alxjdcs, Bitt as an infidel, i, 

thotlj^ht all talk about heateh and hell, praying 

fbr therti, &c. useless and terrifying ; for whicli 

reason I exclaimed against such as p^rfbnnei 

t^ose kind offices.' Atid 1 recollect that vjrhen, * 

about twenty years since, I was thoti^ht to be 

Bear death, I was so hardened a* not to suffer any 

clergy man to come near me, or any o]dier religiou* 

person.- * 

Weafy of wandering' from ^ny Godj ^ 

And no-vir made wUling to return, ■■ ■ > 

■ * Ihear, and bow meto thefod J 

For thee, not ^itlioiit hope, I mourn - _ . 

1 have an advocate alxnfe,, 

A friend before the throne of lave. 

O, Jesus, full of truth and grace, ' 

Mbre full of grace than! of sin 
Yet Once agauv I seek thy face, 

Open tliy arms andtak6 mein : - '* 

And freely my bacfesUdings heal^ 
And Idve the faithless sinner stilJ. 

That an avowed unbeliever should reftise toac* 
cept any spiritual advice, and not suffer any pray-i 
crs to be put up for ium wl^en about to <$uit<ithB 
world is not very surprising But I am {>erstt0!d*^ 
ed that there bmc been, and sttO ate, very tmaf 
Q2 • 
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who call tbcmselvcs'christi^iB* who when thaUgHt- 
. to be on the boiders of the inmible world, woiafltf 
not have one word said to them pf their real statc^ 
much less would they bear any religious advieey 
or join in prayer. And yet perhaps those very 
people were such as put off repentance to a sicfc* 
or (jcath-bed, not considering that tlic longer thef ' 
continue in sin the more callous they are made j 
and that the consciences of many are at last e^or^ 
^ll were ivith a /iot iron, 

' Dead already, d^ad "Within, ,.^\. 

^irituallyde^din sin ; -♦ 

Dead to God while here they breathy, \ 

Panting after second death, 
■ They will still in sin remainj/ 
Greedy of etemal pain,' 

You no doubt recollect that I have also rtdi^l** 
cd the private meetings established by Mr. Wes- 
ley among his people. Nor is it at all surprising^ 
that a freethinker should hate every means of 
grace, particularly such as have sp great a ten- 
dency to keep tlie children of God together, and -^ 
to promote all inward and out^vard holiness. I 
will transcribe Mr. Wesley's account of the origin 
of his classes in feondon, Mlirch 1 742. ^" *I ap- 
pointed, (says Mt Wesley) several earnest, sen- 
sible men to meet me, to whom 1 shewed the 
great diiBculty I had long found of knowing the ■ 
people who desired to be under tny care. After 
much discourse, they all agreed there could be 
Ho better way to come to a. &ure knowledge of, 
^iadi person, than to divide them into classes, un- ' 
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d^ the inspection of those in "whom I could eon^^ 
fide. This was the origin of classes in Londoni 
for which I can never siifficiently praise God, the 
unspeakable usefulness of th^ institution having 
eyer since been more and more ^anife^*** The 
person appointed to watch these little classes ^as 
called the leader of that class to which he receiv- 
ed his appointment. Mr. Wesley called the lend' 
er9 together, and desired that each would make a 
particular inquiry into the behaviour ©f those he 
saw weekly. They did so ; and many disorderly 
walkers were detected. Some were turned from 
the evil of their ways, and some put out of the 
society. And the rest saw it with fear, and re- 
joiced in God with reverence. At first the leaders 
visited each person at their owniiouse ; but this 
"Was -soon found inexpedient. It required more 
time than the leaders had to spare. Many per- 
sons lived with masters, mistresses, or relations, 
where they could not be visited. And where 
misunderstandings had arisen between persons jn 
^e same class, it was "more convenient to see 
•them face to face. On these, £»nd some other 
considerations, it was agreed, that each leader 
should meet his class aliogeihcr, once a week, at 
a time, and place most convenient for |he whole. 
I He begun and ended the meeting with singing and 
I prayer ; and spent abont an hour convevsinp- with 
these persons, one by one. By this means, a 
more full inquiry was mftde into the behaviour of 
every person r advice or repr oof was given as need 
required ; misunderstandings were removed, and 
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^thcriy tdr'e pfroTTiot^tl. ** It call scarce het^ 
ceived (says Mr. Wesley,) what advantages havC 
been reaped fFom this littie prudential ireguliition. 
Many exp^rkftced. that christian felfowship, of 
which they had not sg much as an idea before* 
They begnn to bear erne anoth€7^€burthen9^jaca^ m* 
turally to care for each other^t toeifare. And^as they 
had daily a more intimate acquaintance with, so 
they had a more endtgared affection for each other.*' 
Mr. Wealey further add8»* *'Upon rejection I 
could not hut obs^ve, this is the very thing which 
was from the very beginning; ofchristjianity. Jta 
the earliest times, those whom God badsewit forth 
Xj^ preach the^osfiel to every creature^ and the body 
qI hearers were mostly Jew^ or Heathefls^;^ but as 
soon asrany oflhese were so convinced of tlK? 
truth as to forsake sluj^and seek the gospel of sai* 
ration) they immediately joined them together, 
took an account of their names, and advised tlieiil 
to ^.2Xc\i over each other, and met thote Catechu-^ 
ifnens^ as they were then called, apart from the 
C(»ngregationy that tliey might instruct, rebuke* 
exhort, and pray^ with them and for them, accord-' 
ing to their several neGessities." ^ 

Perhaps the following hymn, which they often 
sing in those meetings, will enable you to forra 
some idea of the temper and spirit by which they 
are actuated, 

Christ, f¥otn whom all blessmg^s fibw. 

Perfecting the saints, below, v 

Hear us, who thy nature share. 

Who thy mystic body are ; 

Join us> in one spirit join, 

Let us still receive of thine : 
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StUl fqr more on thee v^e call. 
Thou who fiUest a\l in all ! 

ClosQT knit to thee our head, 
Nourish us, O Christ, and feed ; 
Let us daUy growth receive. 
More and more in Jesus live. . 
Jesus, we thy members are. 
Cherish us with kindest care ; 
Of thy flesh and of thy bone. 
Love, for ever love thy own. 

Move and actuate, and guide. 
Divers gifts to each divide ; 
, Plac'd according to thy will. 
Let us all our work fulfil, 
Neyer from our office move. 
Needful to each other prove ;^ 
Use the grace on each bestow'd^ 
Temper*d by the art of God. 

Sweetly may we all agree, 
Touch'd with softest sympathy j 
Kindly for each other cai-e, 
Evei^ member feel ite share,- 
Wounded by the grief ctf one, 
Now let all the members groan ; 
Honoured if on6 member is. 
All partake the common bliss. 

Many are we now and one, 
V/e who. Jesus hove put on : 
There is neitlier bond or free, 
Male or female. Lord, in thee ! 
Love, like death, has all destroyed, 
Kemler'd all distinction void ! 
Names and sects and parties fail ! 
Thou, O Christ, art all in all ! 

I ajii) dear friend, 

Your's. 
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1:he following fiOOKS s^re publislied under titb 
patronage, and for the use of the Methodist | 
Episcopal Church, in. the United States of A- 1 
merica, and to be had of iouv Wiii^o^and 
Daniel HifT, 13^, coirncr of Church and 
White-streets, New-York, Supetinteiidaiits of 
the Book Business for the $^d Methodist 
Church, and of the Methodist Miniiders md 
Preachers in their several Circuits* 

THfe Methodist Pocket Hymn-Book, cont^- 
ing 320 hymns, at 50 cents. 
The Form of Methodist Discipline, 50 cents. 
The Minutes of the Methodist conferences, fbr 

22 years, from * t7i to 1 794, inclusive, 50 cents. 
The Family Advise? and Prinudve Physic, 50 

cents* 
I^w's Serious Call to a Holy Life, 70 cents. 
Alleine*s Alarm, and Baxter^s Call, 50 cents. 
The Experience of Mrs. Hester A. Rogers, 44 
cents. 

The Saints' Everlasting Rest, 87. 1-2 cents. 
Spiritual Letters, by th^late Rev. John- Fletcher, 

pastoral, familiar, Sec. 81 centi. 
Appeal to Matter of Fact and Common Sense, by 

the Rev. John Fletcher, 70 cents. 
The Portrait of St. Paul, by the Rev. idhn Fletch- 
er, I dollar. 
The Experience and Gospel Labours of Benjamin 

Abbot, 70 cents. 
Thomas A. Kempb, or Christian's Pattern, 38 

cents. 

Digitized by Google 



f/[rs. Rowe's Bevout Exercises, abridged, 25 

cents. 
The Methodist Magazine, in numbers, 12 1-^ 

cehts. ' 

A scriptural Catechism, 6 1-4 cents. 
The Life of the Rev« John Fletcher, 70 cents, 
Wesley's Sermons, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and S'tiv 

vohimes, 70 cents per vol. 
^Notes on the New-Testatrient by the Revi John 
f Wesley, 2 voU 1 dollar 50 cents per vol. 
Wesley's Journal, 2d vol, \ dollar. 
Confessions of James Lackington, 37 1-2 ce|its. 
With other Books and pamphlets* 

As the profits of the above mentioned Boo^s are 
for the benefit of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
in the United States, .and to be applied to religious 
purposes, it is recommended to the Ministers and 
Members of the said Church, to promote the sale 
of the said Books; and not to purchase any Books, 
which we publish, of any other persons, than the 
aforesaid John Wilson, and Daniel Hitt and 
the Methodist ministers and Preachers, or such 
persons as sell tliem by their consent. 



,d by Google 



,d by Google 



,* 



( 



,d by Google 



SEP3019t? 



tfn 



ft 

ij >% W ^ r * 



"^mMH^BSH 



dbyGopgle 



,d by Google 



